* N , . 1 r Ne nn 
* 1 89 *% 4 2 * A RA 
P _ 
4 * 
— 0 5 - ; ” — 
* 1 . 
* 
7 z » 
12 © 5 4 — 
wy, — 
-» 
- (] 5 — 
/ 
* 
+ o * 0 F 
\ 9 
; . 
8 4 * $5 
* a " | 
© F : ; | 
. ; * * 
* D 
. # 4 * g 4 
4 — 
- 
g ; - 
. ; . 1 4 8 1 5 Y = x ' A 
3 . * 0 7 
. Fo A » 
"- = ; 6 
Captain and Miſs RIV ERS.. 
- = * * 
3 - 
{ 
% . 
| 8 » 4 - 
4 
k -_ 
* 
* 
- = 
' * 4; 
# 
4 
* 4 
. AK 
FF Y | | F 
5 : « —* 1 A * 
3 * > 7 
LONDON: f | 
i # £ - 


A 


= Prioted for T4 HOOKHAM, New Bond street: "pd 


| | M. Dec. XXVII. | 


a 
7 . J 
Y 
Fs p \ 
+ . 
£1 . 
- ro 
* 
8 ; 
. a f 
a a 
® * 
* 
. 7 * 
8 
A f 
= * ” 
* 
— 1 


— 


Ab COLLEGE LIBAAR 


k GIFT OF- 


LIBRARY 
BEEF Tub, 11 


* _ 
— 
by * 
« 
— 
1 
1 
o 
= 
— 
\ 
_— 


* » 


about three winters paſt; when 
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entravedinary,. that a tale in- = 
vented by me ſome years ago, = 
and verbally repeated to vou _ 


the ſtudy of the day was over, IS 


and needlework ſupplied the ; 
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"WM 1 place of books, muſic, and 
drawing; and you and I were 

agreeably ſeated together,, and 
: that, although your fingers were 
employed, your mind, ever de- 
ſirous to be amuſed by inftruc- 
q . tion: . at your ſolicitation, | 


called to my remembrance. the 
| fable of Captain and Miſs Ri- 
vers: it may ſeem extraordi- 
__ nary, then, I ſay, that the ſaid 
5 tale ſhould now make its ap- 
5 . 7 pearance in print, and preſ ume 
* TT to ſace that public for whom it. 

Was never intended, and on 


whoſe indul gence I rely entirely 5 
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for this raſhnefs. But, ma chere 


; Demoiſelle, as you was pleaſed 
to expreſs ſo great a ſatisfaction 
at the narration of it, as to in- 


duce your wiſhing me to write 


it, and I, on my ſide, ever 
happy when I had the power to 
oblige you, complied with your 


requeſt, you, then, can vouch 


for me, that I never had a 


thought, nor the vanity to ſup- 
poſe it ſhould ever be ſent to 


the preſs, being too conſcious 


of its demerit. Beſides the cir- 
cumſtances with regard to the 
: time in which it Was written, 

8 being 
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being chiefly but one hour at 


N ann, "AE: little | more 5 
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a few leiſure moments in. he 8 
courſe of the day, which my 


vacation from more important 
employments ſome times pro- 
cured me, and being thus ſitu- 
ated, it cannot be ſuppoſed I. 


had any other deſign in writing 


it than to oblige you, which 
hath ever been one of my great- 


eſt pleaſures. Beſides I was ſen- 
ſible that what could amuſe a 
young lady at your then tender 
age, e from gratitude would 
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applaud) could never aſpire of 
deſerve to be laid before the 
public, too reſpectable to be 
preſented with a trifle : — but a 


relation of mine having peruſfed 


the manuſcript, was pleaſed to 


give ſo favourable an account of : 
it to a Lady of Quality, who | 
hath long honoured me with her 


attention, and who, from the 


goodneſs of her heart, which 


ever prompts her-to ſerve and to 


oblige, undertook to have it 


printed, being previouſly aſſured 
by the bookſeller, it would pleaſe, Ye 
and inſure a good ſale. As it 


Was 


1 
was written for you only, per- 
mit me, my dear Madam, to * 
dicate it to you; and to entreat 
you at the ſame time to be my 
advocate with thoſe who have ſo 
kindly undertaken to promote 


the ſale of it, in excuſing the 
glaring imperfections with which 
it abounds. „ 
T have the honour to be, | 
My dear Madam, | . a 
Your moſt obedient, 
and affectionate | 
a humble ſervant, : 
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Captain and Miſs RIVERS. 


CAPTAIN Rivers was the youngeſd 


Jon of Earl Rivers, and poſſeſſed all 


The good and great qualities which 
conſtitute: the honeſt and the agreeable 
man. He was beſides graceful in his 


perſon, genteel in his addreſs, and had 
a benevolence of heart and a generoſity 
of mind which ceuld be equalled but 


by few. He was a lover of muſic, and 
e himſelf on ſeveral inſtru- 
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ments; managed the pencil with won= - 
drous fkill, and was maſter of ſeverat | 
languages. With all theſe talents, it 
was not ſurprifing that his elder bro- 
ther, Viſcount Rivers, (who was in 
every reſpeCt the reverſe of the Cap- 
tain) had no very great affection for 
him: for his mind being ſordid and 
covetous, he had cultivated no other 
| 4 talent but to amaſs wealth, and how 
to increaſe and preſerve it. The Earl 
their father being indolent and a lover 
of money, inclined rather more in his 
affections towards the Viſcount than 
to the Captain, who had been the 
= © darling of his mother, —an amiable, | 
_-- beautiful, and moſt accompliſhed wo- 
1 man; of unaffected piety, and great 
Eo goodneſs of heart. Unfortunately for 4 
F- the Captain, he loſt this beſt of mo- 
3 thers when he was about twenty-fix 
years of age. His grief on this me- 
nn _— 10 not to he deſerir 
el: 
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COPD He withdrew from all ſociety 
for ſeveral weeks together, and paſſed 
his time in ſolitude; where he almoſt 
Save himſelf up to deſpair, till reli- 
gion and reaſon convinced him he had 
acted wrong in murmuring againſt the 
decrees of Providence, and that his | 
duty to his father obliged him to re- 
. turn to him, and endeavour to allevi- 
ate his ſorrows, by all the conſolation 
in his power. Accordingly he retur- 
ned to London, and paid his reſpects 
to the Earl, apologizing in ſubmiſſive 
language for his abſence, and begged 
forgiveneſs, His father received him 
with friendſhip, ſeemed pleaſed at his 
return, but did not appear at all affec- 
ted at the loſs of his late departed 
wife. The Viſcount his brother, in- 
ſtead of condoling with him on the 
death of their excellent mother, bid 
him, with a ſcornful ſmile, change 
his mournful countenance. with his 
N = a. 
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Clothes, for that he was on the point 
of being married to a woman of rank 
and conſiderable fortune, who would 
not be well pleaſed, on her entering 
into the family, to find it a houſe of 
mourning inſtead of that of rejoicing; 
that therefore he would do well to di- 
"veſt himſeif of all appearance of ſor- 
"row, and aſſume an aſpect and beha- 

viour more ſuitable: to: the occaſion. 
The Captain's heart was wrung at 
| the inſenſibility and inhumanity of his 
* - brother's diſcourſe; and it was well 
| for him, company comiug in Which 
prevented his replying in a manner the 
Y "Viſcount would not well have reliſh- 
ed: — he withdrew therefore to his 
apartment, where he remained till 
word was brought to him that ſupper 
Was ſerved up. On his entering into 
| the room he found a large company, 
* ſome of which were known to him; 
of whom he learned that the Viſcount 
was 
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was to be married the next morning; 7 
and that he and his lady were to reſide 
with the Earl. 


This laſt e Was ouku 


news to the Captain, who had flatter- 


ed himſelf that the Viſcount, on his 


marriage, would have conducted his 


lady to a houſe prepared for her on: 


purpoſe, and that himſelf ſhould have 
remained with his father; 5 hoping (if: 


that had been the caſe). to have en- 


| joyed ſome peaceable moments; and 


if they would not have proved ſo hap- 


py as he could have wiſhed, at leaſt 
they would have been unrufſted by the 


ſcorn and diſdain of a- ſordid: brother, 7 


and undiſturbed: by: pride, meanneſs, 
and arrogance. - 

On his brother's marriage; which 
effectually took place as he had been 
informed, all happineſs was fled from 
the paternal abode. His ſiſter-in-law, 
though avaricious to a n yet 


3 A Bur; 


poſſeſſed an unlimited extravagance 
with regard to her dreſs. and table — 
though at the ſame time her domeſtics 
were ſtinted with a penury unworthy 
of maſters bleſſed with ſo uncommon 
a fortune. Beſides ſhe was vain, filly, 
capricious, and obſtinate ; and as her 
Huſband had himſelf a large ſhare of | 
thoſe infirmities, they ſoon loſt all | 
reſpe& for each other, and nothing 
but jarring and broils were heard from 
morning till night. | 

The Earl, as mentioned lint be- 
ing of an indolent diſpoſition, did not 
diſturb himſelf much about thoſe fa- 
mily diſquietudes; — and, regarding 
wealth as the greateſt bliſs, forgave 
his daughter-in-law her unpleaſant 
temper," on the conſideration of her 
having brought theViſcount a princely 
fortune. Thus ſituated, the Captain 
experienced but little ſatisfaction in 
kie father's houſe, therefore was ſel- 
_ 55 man 
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dom at home, the morning excepted, 


which: he .employed in ſome. uſeful 
ſtudy or other; and never failed of 
paſſing an hour or two with his father, 


accordiugly as it proved agreeable to 
the Earl. As his conduct had procured: 


him many worthy. and diſtinguiſhed 


| acquaintances, ſo his company was: 


wiſhed for and requeſted almoſt every 
where; and, on the contrary, the 


Viſcount being in general deſpiſed, was 
ſeldom troubled with invitations from 


the good and the worthy. Such a par- 
ticular preference ſhewn to a younger 
brother increaſed his hatred daily; nor 
did he omit to give proofs of it on 
every occaſion which preſented, either 


by trying to leſſen him in his father's 


opinion by malicious inſinuations, ger 
blackening his character by the graf. 
eſt falſchoods. Lady Rivers, on her 


| fide, found her pride wounded at the 


Captain' s abſenting himſelf ſo much 
B 4 from 


n= 
from home; though whenever he was 
there, and in her company, ſhe treated 
him with fo much difdain, and beha+ 
ved with ſuch a degree of haughtineſs, 
that one would have imagined him to 
have been an unknown foundling, and 
dependent on her charity. Notwith- 
ſttanding ſuch undeſerved treatment, 
he always behaved to her with the 
utmaſt reſpect and politeneſs; nor had? * 
he been ever heard to ſay: ſaid a ſingle 
ſyllable in her abſence, either againſt 
her behaviour or her temper. 
Such treatment both from his bro- 
ther and Lady Rivers, and having, 
beſides, but little comfort. from his. 
father, wha never allowed him a ſingle 
ſhilling ;. alledging, as an excuſe for 
his avarice, that his commiſſion, as a- 
captain, was a ſufficient revenue for a 
younger brother. Such treatment, as. 
I obſerved, made his father's houſe 
extremely ik ſome to him, and he- 
meditate, , 
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meditated, without ceaſing,” how to 
ſeparate himſelf from the Earl without 


giving him offence; for though the 


Captain had never ſolicited his father 


for the ſmalleſt pecuniary favour,” be- 


ing too well acquarnted with his: diſ- 
pofition, he always lived within the 
limits of his income. But being of a 
generous -and benevolent turn, he was 
but too ſenſible: that the taking of 2 
ſeparate lodging, for himſelf and ſer- 
vant, and all then expences attending 
that circumſtance, was not in his 


power to accompliſhe Air; ineident 


happened at that time - thatSplunged - 
him into a ſtil greater perplexity. 
The regiment - im whieh he bore. a 


- commiſſion- as; captain was reformed, 


and he reduced to half pay; a ni cta- 
ble pittauce tor a noble heart and a 


great mind. 


In this dilemma he 3 to ns 
father, and lubmiftively begged that 
B-5 : - + an 


— 
he would now conſider him as his ſon 
(though his youngeſt) and entirely 
unprovided and incapable to live as 
ſuch, unleſs he would allow him ſueh 


a decent competence as would enable 


him to ſupport himſelf according to 
his birth. But notwithſtanding all his 
intreaties, and the interceſſion of many | 
friends, ſo great was the inveterate 
hatred of the Viſcount and Lady Ri- 
vers towards him, that they over-ruled 
every inclination of the Earl, whoſe. 
diſpoſition was not more generous than. 
that of his eldeſt ſon and his daughter. 
in-law, who being now very far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy, inſiſted that 
no requeſt of hers ſhould be refuſed. 
And all that our amiable and unfortu- 
nate Captain could: obtain, was a pen- 
fion of four hundred pounds a year. 
Irritated, and ſtung to the ſoul, at 
ſo unworthy a proceeding, he left his 
father's. houſe, and determined to tra- 
8 . vel 


vel far from his native country, where 


filial duty and reverence were eſteemed 


and paternal unkindneſs unheardof. 2: 
But, alas! to what region was he to 
direct his wandering ſteps? the whole 
world was before him, but the anxiety 
of his mind did not permit him to fix 
on any ſpot whatever. To leave Eng- 
land he was determined.. But the 
reſpect and tenderneſs he ſtill had for: 
his father would not permit him to- 
put even that reſolution in execution 
till he had appriſed him of it and ob- 
tained his permiſſion. Accordingly he 
wrote to the Earl, acquainting him 
with his deſign of leaving England, 
though he could not inform him to 
what part of the globe his evil ſtats: 
would conduct him, and: finiſhed his 
letter with hoping he would permit 
him the honour. of kiſſing his hand: 
before his departure. The Earl's an- 
ſwer to. him was couched in very 
8 fin 


„„ . 
friendly terms; he gave him his blec⸗ | 
Ling, but deſired to be excuſed ſeeing . 
him, as he was that moment. ſetting . 
off on a little excurſion in the country 
| with the Viſcount and Lady Rivers,; 
and fince he was indifferent to what 
place to travel, adviſed- him to take a 
tour to Ireland; and when-in Dublin, 
to inquire after an old friend of his, a 
Colonel Portmore, whoſe wife bad 
been a dear and intimate friend of his 
mother, the deceaſed Lady Rivers. — 
He could aſſure him of a friendly re- 
ception there if they were yet in being, 
that is, the Colonel, and his ſon and- 
daughter, for Mrs. Portmore. had. been 
dead many years; and though he had 
Feceived many letters from tue Colonel 
ſince that time, yet as he, from a na- 
tural averſion to writing, never an- 


1 ſwered one, which made Colonel Port- 


more at laſt drop his correſpondence. 


Hie fiuiſhed his letter by Wach! him 
to : 
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gr ief.. The lea“, g England without 


to go to Ireland to viſit Colonel Port- 


1 ” 
td let him know of his arrival in Dub- 13 
In, and to Jet bim hear now and then ö 1 1 4 
from him. F - $2 


This: letter i the! Cipteinis 1 


ſeeing his father was- too ſevere a 

ſtroke. The name of his dear de- 

ceaſed mother filled his eyes witng 
tears, and brought. to his remembrance | 
her maternal tenderneſs. for him — þ_ 
| Though it was no ſmall. alleviation to 
| iis ſorrows that-his father adviſed him 4 | 


more; the very idea that Mis. Port- 
more and his-ever-revered deceaſed pa- 4 f 
rent had entertained a tender friend- 
ſhip for each other, feemedl to animate 


bim with an unknown earucſtneis to- 14 
ſet off for that kingdom immediately. 8 c 14 
He imagined that the converfing with = 
Colonel Portmore, his ton, aud dz ugh- | * 
ter, would, in a manner, heal. thoſe | 85 


. wounds with which his heart had been 
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0 ervelly torn for upwards of two ö 


"years, and promiſed himſelf in their 


fociety that tranquillity of mind he 
had been fo long a ſtranger to. Ac-- : 
eordingly after having taken leave of 
his friends, who all. ſaw his departure f 
with regret, he bid adieu to England, 
and in a few days arrived in Dublin, : | 


where his firſt care was to inquire for 
Colonel Portmore, and being directed. 
to his houſe, he ſent up his name, and 


aſked to ſpeak to him; he felt an un- 
uſual emotion, for which he could not: 
account, on his being introduced into 


a ſmall, but neat, parlour, the furni- 


ture of which conſiſted chiefly of a 
ſpinnet, a baſs viol, two globes,. an: | 


apparatus for painting, ſeveral. looſe. | 


drawings and a bookcaſe, He ima- 
gined this little ſtudy to be thus fitted 


up for the improvement and amuſe- 


ment of Colonel Portmore” s ſon: and 


daughter. He had leiſure ſufficient to f 
e | 
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examine the titles on the back of the 


books, and found they compoſed @ 


very well · choſen library. But his agi- 


tation did not permit him long to ad- 


mire this little muſeum of learning; 
for on looking towards the chimney, 


he there found the miniature picture 
of his much-lamented mother. — He 
took it in his hand, bathed it with his 


tears, and in this ſituation he was ſur- 


priſed by the Colonel, who entered 
the room apologizing for his not ap- 


pearing ſooner on account of his in- 


different ſtate of health, which did: 


not permit him to rife before twelve: . 


o'clock.. Captain Rivers, on his ſide, 


3 begged his pardon. for the liberty he 


had taken: with regard to the picture, 
which was impoſſible for him to reſiſt, 
as it bore ſo. ſtrong a reſemblance to 
his deceaſed mother. Colonel Port- 


more embraced him, commended his: 
Joes | PR 
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open, and ſo benevolent · in the coun- 


tenance of the Colonel, as: gained him 
the confidence and the. affectiom of Caps | 


tain Rivers immediately; who likewiſe 


5 ſenſibility, and hed a Horben tear fp 
with him. 4 
Fhere was hs 0 . rs | 


inſpired his friend with a more than :| 


common attachment. 


The firſt ceremonies being over, toy h 
Captain ſoon informed him of the mo- 


tive which conducted him to that king- 


dom, and ſoon acquainted him with 
every circumſtance which had befallen 
him fince the death- of his mother 
ſhewed him his father's letter he had 
received previous to his departure from 
England, and lamented, in a tender, 
though manly manner, his refuſing to 
ſee him to take a perſonal leave of him. 
The Colonel during this recital ſeemed 
moved to the Vigheſt degree that com- 
paſſion and unfeigned ſorrow could in- 1 
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« and rectitude and goodneſs be de- 


« Providence, No, my Charles, my 


« produces will: procure you more eſ- 


| this good: old man (for he was far ad- 


CC 
ſpire, and lifting up his: eyes, bedewed) 
with tears, could not forbear, every 
now and then, to: interrupt him, by | 
exclaiming, “Ah, Rivers, Four vir= - 
4 tues have been your enemy. Gra- 
« cious Heaven! ſhall vice triumph, | 


6 preſſed. Forbid it, thou all- ruling 


* » 


friend, you muſt, and will, be happy. 
The narrow income your commiſſion 


- 


: 


ſential ſatisfaction and comfort, than 
the riches of the Earl and Viſcount 
ce will permit them to enjoy. Proceed 
„ in: your career of life as: you have 
« begun, and no doubt but your inte- 
„ ority will be crowned deſervedly.“ 
— With ſuchlike exclamations: did 


advanced in years) interrupt his friend; "> [i 2 N f 
who having. at laſt. informed. him of V7 
every, event. relating to himſelf, cow Þ || 

EC | elude 
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cluded his narrative with begging the 


honour of his protection and advice 
with regard to his future plan in life. 


The Colonel embraced him again, and 


preſſed him to his boſom with more 


than a fatherly tenderneſs, ſhaking his 
head at the ſame time (as if part of the 
Captain's requeſt could not be granted) 


with an agony that cannot be expreſſed; 
and endeavouring to anſwer him while 
he yet held him to his breaſt, but could 
find no utterance for his words, being. 


in a manner ſuffocated and overwhelm- 


ed in deſpair, till a friendly flood of 


tears came to his aſſiſtance and relieved 


him. The Captain, though in the ut- 


moſt agitation at ſeeing his friend in 


ſuch a ſituation, endeavoured, with all. 


the powers he was maſter of, to aſſuage 


his grief, and to conſole him with the 


moſt endearing expreſſions; and would 


have rung for the ſervants to ſuccour- 
| Their maſter, being ignorant that this. 


„ heart- 
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lieart-felt grief was on his account, 


when the Colonel recovering his 
ſpeech, cried out, Oh! Rivers, fon 


«rx 


of the moſt beloved friend of my - 
dear deceaſed Louiſa, thou good 

young man, is it to me. thou comeſt 
for protection? to me, the moſt 
wretched of all beings? Oh! ye 
celeſtial powers, why am I deprived: 
of the means to adminiſter relief to: 


ſuch exalted virtue ? Robbed of all 


that was dear to me in this valley 


of tears, ſave one darling child, the 
bleſſing and comfort of this declin- 


ing life, when at the ſame time her 


future fate and the uncertainty of 
her ſupport fills me with unſpeaka- 


ble horrors. Yes, Charles, you ſeq 
before you a moſt miſerable man. 


Though I thank my divine Creator 


that all the calamities which have 


befallen me are not the reſult of my 


own imprudence or irceligion. I 
1 have 


4 
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* have drank the cup of bitterneſs ;; f 

9 but his will be done — Hear my R 
1 ſtory, and judge.” Captain Rivers,, + 


10 * not thinking his friend compoſed» | * 
enough from the exceſs. of grief his- 4 

mind was in, begged of him to- defer Y _ 

the melancholy, though wiſhed- for, re- | mr 
iy eital, till he was recovered. The Colo- 4 
If nel thanked him for this mark of his m 
| C attention, and having ordered the maid- | 10 
1 ſervant (his only domeſtic) to bring in- 4. 

a fome-refreſhments, and dinner-at'fiz> Y 
BE o'clock,. informing the Captain that - 
| | huis daughter; having found-him that 4 


day rather better in health than what 4 
he had been, and as he expected his 
viſit, had intteated his permiſſion to 4. 


; perform a charitable office, by viſſting MF 

| her dying-nurſe, who had acted in that 4. 
| capacity to her beloved mother and to MF .cc 
j herſelf, and was not to return to her 4 

frugal meal till that hour, entreated i .c 


him at the ſame time to excuſe him 
: for- 


3 ä re ; 6 — 
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ſatis faction of his company. 


gor retarding it, and to give him the 
Captæiu 


Rivers was too much intereſted, and 


too deeply touched with the apparent 
misfortunes of this worthy man, not to 
accept this propoſal with gratitude; 


— and after the Colonel had taken a 


medicine, his chief food, and the Cap- 
tain a diſh of chocolate, Colonel Port- 


more began his narration in the fol- 


lowing manner: — 


told you, my 
4 friend, that you ſaw before you a 

% moſt miſerable man. Judge from 
the recital whether 1 have exagge- 
rated. After the death of my ever- 
„ lamented wife, by whom, as your 


father knows, I became poſſeſſed of 


J< the prodigious fortune of near fix 


« thouſand pounds a year, to whieh 


144 ſhe herſelf became heireſs by the 


4 death of her eldeſt ſiſter, to whom 
it had been left, and to her chil- 
46. dren, by a relation; but in caſe ſhe 
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t died without i it was to deſcend) | 
<. to my Louiſa. This elder ſiſter mar⸗ « 
4 ried, and went with her huſband to 0 
„Bengal, where he enjoyed a conſi- 3 C 
% derable poſt, and both died within 1 
4 three years of each other, without i [| 6 
children; of which I received au- 
4 thentic proofs, not only from thoſe | 0 
* gentlemen and attendants who ac- 
% companied them thither, and who | f 66 
66. moſt of them returned, but likewiſe | , 
4 from the governor, aud ſeveral other | 


'4 perſons reſident there. I had been | 40 
-<46 informed before, that my fiſter-in-| 1 
8. law had outlived her huſband two 144 
44 years, and that, ſoon after his death, 1 
% the alternately lived at Calcutta and 66 

-<66 


„ at a country houſe the had a few | 
miles from thence; and when there, 
66 the generally lived very retired. By 


„ her death, then, her fortune devol - 

„ ved on my amiable wife and her ok 
4 children. We had at that time four 
6 living, 
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„% me but a few hundred pounds in 
„ marriage, (ſhe being poſſeſſed of 


% underſtanding,. an unaffected piety, 
an amiable diſpoſition, uncommonly 
4 beautiful, and deſcended of noble 
parents) — And I myſelf being a 
„ ſoldier of fortune, having only my 


* the utmoſt œconomy, though in a 


little company; but thoſe who ho- 
noured us with their viſits were of 


our ſuperiors in fortune. Our chief 
attention was the education of our 
Children, and we were ourſelves their 


often aſſiſted my Louiſa in hearing 
n, and. _ them. She 


living, and a proſpect of having's 
larger number. As my wife brought 


% what I always had eſteemed infi- 
4% nitely above money, an excellent 


8 Colonel's commiſſion, we lived with 


decent, gentezl mantier. We ſaw 


a diſtinguiſhed rank, and greatly 


ah teachers. — Your amiable mother 


EE. BL, 


Ea 


* who is my youngelt, and only, "6 
3 child, and had a motherly tender= WM < 
* neſs for her; though ſince her de- ... 


*parture from Dublin with the Earl 3 
* her huſband, yourſeif, and the Viſ- 3 


ll; % count, ſhe never ſaw any of my fa- MW... 
5 | «© mily, but always kept up a friendly 4 
[ Foy „ correſpondence with my wife, and Il 0 
j 5 „ would have taken my Charlotte . 
k f „under her protection when bereft 7 
Wi -- 4 of the beſt of mothers, but was ect 
I e peremptorily enjoined by the Earl MW @. 
If to give over all thoughts of ſuch . 
| ö an undertaking. — His motive for W cc: 
[| | '6 that refuſal proceeded entirely from . 
N « parſimony; which had ſuch an ef- . 
«6 


—_— 
— 


— 
r 


fect on the deceaſed Lady Rivers as . 
% had well pigh coſt her her life, as 4 
you will ſee in ſeveral letters my oo 
* Charlotte has now by her written . 


40 by your mother, who being of a cory 
40 very delicate conſtitution, and whoſe 604 
8 * health 1 


T_T” 0 


"Il 25 5 
=, Health Actithins every day, 1⁰ Her 
„ cotreſpondehee with my child in a 


| <"Thaninet fubſided, although the EürI 
anj,e⁰ myſelf often wrote to each 


<©6ther, till death deprived kit of 
<c—rhit/ excellent wortan, who! T ffa- 


<< very: believe. was, to the Hour of 8 


«© her death, (and 1 as ardently hope 
4% it) ignorant of the re 


«//yhich had befällen m. 


vel By t the death of my fiter-inclaw 
26 1 Becatne poflefitd f a conſiderable. 


| £6, fortune; which however did not 


4 elate either my wie or elf” with 
4 Pride cer ambition- We enlarged 


ce the num e r of our domeſties, f in or- 


ee Jer to e. thoſc, who; without 
won murmuring g. had fulfilled theit duty, 
1 though their reſpective employ- 
| <6” ments had been rather more labori- 
„ ous than we ourſelves could have 


«with mY had br been more favoured 


by fortune. We recompenſed thoſe 0 
Vor. I. „ . Who 


— 
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* who had N 8 us, '1 
<; by raiſing their; falary-We engs- I 
<< ged muſic and drawing maſters Hits | 
4 our children to relieve, my wife and 
ei {elf now and then from the taſk we 
* had; hitherto, enjoined: ourſelves: in 
« *2Boffd, the hungry, clothed. the... 'l 
naked, and delivered the priſoner. 
5 1 from captivity, and, I truſt, fulfil-⸗ = 
led all the duties incumbent on L 
* Chriſtians —In ſhort, my Charles, 
« we, were happy — Bleſt in each 
other, bleſt in a lovely offspring, F 
«© (my dear Louiſa having preſented l 
me with my Charlotte, ſoon after 
62 our: acquaintance,) loved and. b . 
5 loved by all. that ſurrounded. E 
. ſerenity + and contentment were — 
fin our dwelling. We praiſed our 
Maker as the author of all the bleſ- 
44. ſings we enjoyed, and exerted our 
66 utmoſt efforts. to deſerve them. — 
— But, alas! how changed, how Mew 
| 40 + ferent 


S tA hoo 


1 1 
4 ferent my ſituation now! Though 

I adore the hand that-chaſtiſes me, 1 

and ſay with Job, The Lord hath 123 

| | i given, the Lord hath taken away, and 

„ bleſſed be his name; yet at times ; 

eit wrings my ſoul to think on what 

<6 I] was, and what T am now. 11 
gut to continue my melancholy 

sé narration. 1 had not enjoyed the 

© inheritance of my ſiſter-in-law many 

J years, when it pleaſed the Divine” 

<6 Wiſdom to ſnatch my beloved wife 

„ from my boſom, and, with her, 
every blefling fled—Oh! my friend, 
the agonies I felt at parting from 
„ her no tongue can deſcribe. —She 
% had kept her bed but a few days, 

and had all imaginable advice and 

. affiſtance this world could afford 

| But no human power can retard the 

| 4 ſoul's flight to heaven All aid was 
% vain — ſhe deſired. to ſee her chil- 

Mi Aren, three of Whom, at the firſt 

„ Tn 
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oc, ſymptoms. of TO iaeſs, I had ſent 


4. for from the univerſity. My eldeſt 
«+ ſon, Frederic, having left college 


d about two years, and being of a ſe- 


t rious turn of mind and excellent 
4% morals, had declared for the church, 
„ to which his angel mother and my- 
„ ſelf, with heart-felt ſatisfaction, 
4% conſented. This beſt of ſons, and 


„ my darling daughter, eee 


6 reſiding wath: us. 

As ſoon as my children. had ap- 

proached the bed of their dying 
40 4a ſhe embraced and kiſſed 
e them with exquiſite affection, bleſ- 
4 ſed them, and with a ſerenity none 
4c but angelic minds can be poſſeſſed 
«© with, recommended them to their 
«© Creator, and exhorted them to con- 
4 tinue in their duty, and to love, 


4 revere, and conſole their deeply- 


« afflicted father. Then turning to 
me, and n. her almoſt clay- 
e 85 IF. 5 t cold 


CTY 
66 
66 
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cold hand, which 1 watered.with 
my tears, Fare wel, faid ſhe, * moſt 


dear and beloved huſband ; your 


virtues are too well known to me, 


to entertain the leaſt doubt, in theſe 


my laſt moments, but that you will 
fulfil the part of a parent to theſe 
tender pledges I leave to your care 


— many a bitter pang do ! experi- 
ence in parting from you - Oh!? 


that it would pleaſe Providerice to 


prolong my days, to alleviate the 
heart-felt grief you are oppfeſſed 


40 with — but it cannot be eternity, 


a happy, bleſſed eternity, awalts me: 


Land Ireſigu myſelf to the will of 


Heaven. Then preſſing my hand 
with what ſtrength ſhe had yet left, 
Farewel, ſaid ſhe, for ever. 
Then recommending her ſoul into 


e the hands of her Maker, expired ; 


„ 


without a groan — Words cannot 


- expreſs what I felt in that dreadful. 


By > 3 moment 


* 
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4c 


* 


if. F 


moment — I looked round at my 
children, who were drowned | in tears- 
—My eldeſt ſon ſtood motionleſs, 
in ſilent grief—Oh ! how eloquent 
that affliction which appeared in his 
. countenance ! It pierced my very 
ſoul, and bereft me of my reaſon— 
1 grew frantic—1 raved—threw my- 


ſelf on the bed of the dear departed 


faint, who I called by her name, 
and even dared to accuſe Providence 
for having taken her from me. By 
the aſſiſtance of ſervants, however, 
1 was. conveyed: to my own apart- 
ment. A phyſician was ſent for, 


who ordered me to be bled immedi- 
ately; but no return of my reaſon 
appeared. A violent fever enſued, 


during which I called inceſſantly on 
my angel wife, and upbraided her 
with cruelty for her not appearing 


— Full three weeks was I in this 
eee when. it pleaſed the D. 


„ 0 1 vine 


6 


E 


vine Merey to reſtore me to aſh, 


On the firſt dawning of it T defired 


£6 
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J might ſee my children; ; the fight 
of whom, being all clad in the 
deepeſt mourning, had- well nigh 
deprived me a ſecond time of my 
newly-recovered underſtanding — — 
But my eldeſt fon, in fo: amiable, 
tender, and at the ſame time in ſo 
energetie a manner, condoled with 
me, and confoled me, that I found 
my fever abate, and I ſlept that 
night for above two hours, for the 


firſt time ſince I loſt my belovec 
wife — It was ſome time before « 
6 recovered, which however Was AE 


laſt happyly affected!!! 
My eldeſt fon who ha had 2 
tirely the care of the funeral of his 


mother, aud provided the mourn- 
ing for the family, had executed 


every thing ſo much to my ſatisfac- | 
tion, as endeared him ful more to 
? 8 4 ( me; 5. 


me wand I: began 01 once: more to taſte 
4 of felicity 1 in the company of my 
children and a few friends, when 
. it pleaſed Heaven to viſit me with 
R * 6: freſh. afflictions. My ſecond ſon fell 
ill of a violent malignant fever Its 
infection ſpreaded through the fa- 
5 mily, and I had the painful and ex- 
4 cruciating ſorrow to loſe three of 
my ſſons in leſs than two months. 
166 time, and two truſty faithful: ſer- 
% vants. Myſelf had not been attack- 
ed by this eruel diſorder, owing, 
as. ſuppoſed, to what I had ſuffer- 
766 ed in my health ſome time before, 
* hich, though then perfect, had 
6. left me much debilitated — And 
though my eldeſt ſon and daughter 
d equally ſuffered with the reſt of 
1 their brothers, yet it pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to reſtore: them to health; 
and offered him my moſt fervent 
* thanks for nat hauing bereft me en- 
| * tirely 


5 RE 
* tirely of children I mourned for 
* my departed ſons with the tender- 
& -nefs of a moſt afflicted father; but 
* my eup of bitterneſs was not full 
yet, and freſh OR has. Over 
— ay head. nn 
66; Sturcely: two „ ens were elapſed 5 
e ſince the death ef my dear wife, 
„ When was informed a unn 
| from the Eaſt Indies would wait om 
me the next morning, having af- 
| « fairs of the utmoſt importance to 
% communicate to me. I accordingly 
c ſent him word I ſhould be glad 
| * to ſee him, as 1, imgained it to be 
ſome friend of my ſiſter- ini law. 
was not miſtaken; Slie had indeed 
de been a friend of his, to the ruin of 
4 myſelf and family. The day fol- 
« towing, at eleven in the morning, 
« this gentleman, accompanied by à 
fine boy, his fon, of about ten years 
"+ of age, and another man and wo- 
4 7 8 © many. 


Til 2: 


ee man, were introduced to me. Theſs 


« two laſt I had ſome knowledge of, 


but could not immediately recollect 


from whence it ſprung. But, ye 
<6. graczous. powers l. how was I aſton». | 


” iſhed when the gentleman, whoſe - 
„„ name was Melmoth, informed me 
4 he had, been ſecond. huſband to my 
os *.Gfprria-law, and that this youth 
Wass the fruit of, their union, and of 


1 5 died in. childbed.. ] re ang 


for my ſou. that he. might be a wit - 
s neſs to ſuch, an extraordinary and 
44 unforeſeen event; He had no ſooner 
4 entered the room, when: Mr. Mel- 
„ moth gave us, a eircumſtantial ae- 
«© count of. his marriage with my ſiſ- 
Cc 
£&c 


ter- in- law. which happene d abbut | 
4 a twelvemonth e nts of © 
« her firſt huſband.. That ſhe always 

4 had defired to have it kept ſecret, 


„ and for that reaſon ſeldom. refided. 
« at Clown ; ; but had lived. in a re- 
wh tired 


1 
| 
| 
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tired ſpot in the country. That this 
man and woman, both Europeans, 
and at that time her chief domeſtics, 

% had been witneſſes of their mar- 


$61 rlage:z and produced at the ſame 
time a certificate of it, ſigned by the 
bi *t miniſter of the pariſh, who, as well 

as the clerk, were living when he 


«« loft Abt Fab e 


month ago he removed ſome trunks- 
„ or boxes which were uſeleſs, and 


by chance noticed a {mall one clean- 
er than the reſt—Curioſity induced 
him to break. it open, and that there- 
in he found a copy of a will in which 


« was. bequeathed to his wife and her 
Mts heirs a conſiderable fortune both in 
4 land and money — That. Colonel 
Portmore had enjoyediit, who had 
no right to it, ever ſinee the: demiſe 
„ of Mrs. Melmoth ; and that he came 
«© to claim it for his ſon, James Mel- 
2251 {math then preſent.;. RO a and! 


c r 6 wo-. 


? 
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woman who accompaniedchim, and 
who then knew eto have been ſer- 
vants to my fiſter-in- law, and had 
attended her to Bengal, confirmed 
% hat Mr. Melmoth had faid;: who 


2 finiſhed the narration by inſiſting oi | 


* immediate. reſtitution of all I hal: 
4 till then appropriated to p be 
longing to his deceaſed wife. 
1 When the ſurpriſe I was in per- 
* mitted me to ſpeak, Lanſwered him 
that I could not immediately com- 
32 _ with his Was er e it Wis: 


to my children ;- err I. did. 


not doubt the veracity of What he 
<<: had: aſſerted; yet in juſtice to my 


* ſon and daughter it was neceſſary | 
to conſult the law, to whoſe decrees: 
. I would willingly ſubmit.— He grew- 


<< enraged at my reply; and peremp- 

« torily told me, that ſince I had a. 

= mind to * to the law againſt 
60 him, 


1 Þ 
. him, 1 ſhould Cbwünd o my colt 
that he ſhould not only recover tlie 
„ whole, but even refund every ſhil- 
e ling that I had received. It proved 
* but too true; for, oh, my dear 
45 W ee after my ſon and I had 
< taken the moſt indefatigable pains, 

764 — iimumerable expences, and 
5 had ſuffered the greateſt anxiety of 
* mind, Mr. Melmeth gained his: 

cauſe; who after my firſt reply, 
„ would never liſten to any amicable 
.< propoſal; and in a moment I found 
.<. myſelf ſtripped of all my worldly. 
4 poſſeſſions—Houſe, equipage, jetw- 
els, plate, all went to fatisfy his. 
„ jnſatiate- avarice; and all I coùld 
obtain from my mereileſs opponetit 
was the furniture of this little ap- 
* partment, as my daughter would 
have regretted that loſs more than 
i the diamonds of her deeeaſed mo- 
«6 ther, with. which T intended to 
—— have 


1 
r have preſented her at a proper time 
.<. —Indeed Melmeth did: not ſet any 
great value on muſical inſtruments, 
a « globes, &c., his mind being as bru- 
99 tiſh as his proceedings to me and 


5 e mine had been unlike a Cbriſtiani 
=. 2 16185 Behold meindw, my dear Charles, 


„ <.. reduced to the greateſt penury and 
Want. Some friends, however af- 
Is ſiſted me; in fitting up this mall 
1 „ habitation. I borrowed męney upon 
1 my half pay, in order to reimburſe 
. them.; for im my days of affluence, 
my regiment had been broken, 
Which Lomitted to mention. 
My ſon, my dear ſonta laboured· 
. night and day, in order to provide 
4 for his ſiſter and. me ſome: comforts 
of life, and. frequently performed 
„duty in five different churches in 
. one day. He had the promiſe of a 
good living, which he at laſt AY 
. ech. and l:once more began to. look. 
9 for: 


1 2 T 
for happier. days, and bleſs Prove 


_ . dence, that in my old age I did not 


4 feel the ſharp ſting of poverty; for 
I was then ſixty-eight years of age. 
+. My children being my delight, e 

erted their utmoſt power to contri=. ; 
„ bute to make my days glide away 
<& in-ſerenity, peace, and contentment. 
When cruel fate, (or ſhall-I call ät 
& Heaven's divine ordinance ?) cruſh». 

6. ed. me anew, beyond the power of 
4 riſing. Ohl. my Charles, this heavy 
„ and, ſevere blow was nothing leſs. 
4 than the death of my beloved Fre- 
“ derick, who. was cruelly murdered” 
<4 by baſe aſſaſſins; for, having a few 
e. days. hefore dined at a friends houſe, 
where, among many. worthy men 
* were alſo ſome of the moſt. abandon- 
ed, who being buſily employed in 
« aſperſing. the character of a deſer - 
„ ving man then abſent, and a friend 
* of. my. ſon' s,, who, among others 
LI there, 
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4 turning 101 


4 Are an thoſe ha; the 


* conſequenee of Which was his re- 
* ceiviug a challenge from one of 
< them, which he, from motives or 


Toes and uprightnefs of heart, 


< tefuſed to accept. Three days were 
% chpſed after tlie refuſal; wen, re- 
ne one evening, between 
< nine and ten o'clotk, he was af- 
44 * favilted by three rufftans, who had 

ſecreted themfelves-for'that- Purpoſe | 
4 And barbarouffy wounded. They 


4 mangled bis body in a ferocious man- 


ne, and left him weltering in his 
<< blood. In this fituation He was 


4 found and brought home to me. 


< Gracious heaven ! what a fight for 
4 à father! — deprived: of his ſenſes, 


e bleeding, and wounded all over — 


My daughter gave a violent ſhriek, 
* and fell down dead (as 3 thought 
<< then) at my feet. Overcome by the 
* een of my * nature 


e 5 
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+. groaned and I, no longer able to 
ſupport my heavy load of afflictien, 
5 25 fell ſenſeleſs to the ground — Oh ! 
* my Charles, what a ſcene of woe 
opened to my view when my rea- 
nn. returned, which was occaſioned 
19 by the opening of a vein I inqui- 5 
red for my children I was inform- 

ed. my ſon. had recovered his ſenſes, 

though he had ſcarely the. power to 
1125 % articulate! a ſingle Fllable, through 


- ** the. vehemence of pain; but that 


9 © he had nevertheleſs aſked for me 
That my daughter, who had like- 
Tas wiſe been let blood, was put to bed; 
and it was judged neceſſary ſhe 
5 ſhould be kept quiet. — Torn with 
"66. anguiſh, -and divided by tenderneſs 
to whom I-ſhould fly firſt, | my ſer- 


Le vant conducted me to my ſon's ap- 


_** partment —1 found him pale as 
death, though compoſed He ſmiled 
I "approaclied him, with the ſmile 
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Doof an angel, and would have ſpoken, | 
160 „ but the ſurgeon, who was by his 
5 £0 * bedſide, begged of him to deſiſt, as 


the leaſt effort might have proved 
' fatal,” Tembraced him, and bedew- 
Jeb | ed his face with my tears, which 


15 ae, guſhed from my eyes, though I 
5 did all in my power to reſtrain them. 


= 


* 1 5 He looked moſt benignly at me, 

145 aid kiſſed my watered cheek with 
what penned he had left. Then, 
- $63at theirequeſt of the ſurgeon, after 


. «: = 
"_ w <a at. — 3 . 49% 
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| | | wm—=_ having been about twenty minutes 
1 4 „„ with him, 1 quitted "this darling 1 
. ſon, and viſited my daughter. 
Mi e found her in a violent fever, aid | 
4 quite "delirious. She took not the 
Hi % leaſt notice of me, but called inceſ- 
i A ſantly for her brother, her Frederick, 
I h her father's. only ſupport in life. 
1 „Then reaching one of her burning 
4 | „ hands to me, bid me call her bro- 
1 | « * to aſſiſt her dying father. What 
q | J : („ 4 miſe- 
4 
1 
8 
RF | 
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a miſerable ſight for me ! — But T 
will not any longer dwell on the an- 
guiſh which overwhelmed me; 
* ſuffice it to ſay, that I paſſed that 
night alternately from one child to 
the other, nor ſuffered my eyelids 
to cloſe for two days and nights to- 
gether; at the period of which, 
my ſon, my beloved ſon, gave me 
A circumſtantial account of what 
„had befallen him; though the mur- 
s derers were all ſtrangers to him. 


Then begged to take his laſt fare- 


„ wel of his ſiſter, whoſe fever being 


1 * 
= 


greatly abated, and her ſenſes re- 
4 ſtored, was carried by her attendant 
to his bed fide, whom he tenderly 
* embraced, and after having preſſed 


my hand with his dying lips, cloſed 


his eyes for ever. —You, my young 
friend, who never was yet either 
huſband or father, you cannot poſ- 
N a ny idea of what I felt — 

« But. 
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But I will draw the curtain over te 
melancholy event, as it renews my 


grief, and affects you too «deeply. 
The murderers were taken, as well | 
as thoſe who had employed them, 


and were brought to condign pu- 
niſhment But though juſtice was 
«+ fulfilled, it did not give me back 


my ſon, whoſe death I mourned, 


and ever ſhall: mourn; aſe Crointh 
out with David, © oh, my ſon, my 
ſon! would 1 had died for thee!” 
An the midſt of my afffictions, 
that great and omnipotent Power 
proved a friend to the helpleſs, and. 
bleſt me with the return of my 
dear daughter's health She proved 
a comforter to me indeed Though 
her heart ſeemed to burſt With grief 
at our mann loſs, yet would ſhe 
meet me with a ſmiling. counte- 
Toons and when my ſorrows be- 


n Oh! 0 father, would 
8 ſhe 


1 0 


f . ſhe ſay, remember ay leſſon yo 8 
have taught me; to reſign ourſelves 
to the will of Providence is our du- 
ty, and one of the firſt precepts you 
uſed to lay down for me. Strength- 
den me, then, by your example, to 
put them in practice; and do not, 


by giving up yourſelf to deſpair, | 


overwhelm: your poor forlorn, un- 


happy daughter, whoſe ſtrength of 
mind is not, perhaps ſufficient to 
bleſs the hand that chaſtiſes her. 


Unhappy daughter, I ſay, for ſee- 


ing you thus I will endeavour to 
be both ſon and daughter to yu; 
Iwill work for you while my fight 
remains, in order to procure you 
not only the neceſſaries but even the 
comforts of life. The different ſorts 
of needlework which I, through 
your goodneſs, have been taught, 
will enable me to ſupport you, and' 
our . Nur will diſpoſe of 


6 them 
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] 
them as I finiſh them — Yes, my | 
father, you may yet ſee ſome days 

of ſweet peace and tranquillity of 
mind. — Bleſs your daughter, bleſs 
your poor Charlotte, with your ; 
* wonted ſerenity, and ſhe will be 
happy! 


Sometimes ſhe reads to me, and 
writes down the remarks ſhe makes 
on the different ſubjects for my in- 
ſpection, as ſhe knows I uſed to take 


great delight in reading her obſer- 
vations. At other 


times ſhe plays 


ſacred and other pieces of ſelect mu- 


ſic to divert me; 
the ſting of grief is 


but all in vain; 
too deeply -root- , 


ed in my heart to be ever erazed 
from thence ; and though now per- 


fectly | reſigned to in digence, pulſs 
and roots being our chief ſupport, 
871 yet I endeavour to be chearful, and 


e appear before my child infinitely 


more ſo thay what I am in reality; 


4 „ * a 


5 yet | 


t 1: 


«© yet Lfeel, x fall daily, my. exiſtence a 
* dxapyiag to an end. Sleep and ap- 
petite, the only reſtoratives to health, 


<4, have; fled me for ever! and the 


* 


Weicht of other infirmities incident 3 


*£,;toage, draw. and hurry -me to my 
grave. Ten years have rolled over 


„ my head ſince that laſt fatal event. 


„Jam now turned of ſeventy, and 


4 my: Charlotte has. juſt compleated 
< her eighteenth year. Gracious hea- 


. ven! what will become of her when 
4 death ſhall have made me its prey! 


My former friends have forgotten 


* me, and my diſtreſſes have removed 


all my acquaintance from me.— To 


« ſuch a miſerable object you come | 


« for protection, and advice — Gh, | 
«© my young friend, my Rivers, how 


4 q ͥ J fallen! abuſed like the meaneſt 
worm. yet have I no power, like 


6 en to neee this flood of 


2 falling 


N „„ 7 
4 falling tears, they relieve the an- 
e guiſh with which T arm oppreſſed 
Captain Rivers was ſenſibly touched 
with the ſufferings and calamities f 
this worthy man; and theugh he min- 
gled his tears with thoſe of che Clo- 
nel, yet bade him not give himſelf up 
to that excels of grief with which he 
| ſaw him burdened, and offered him, 
[29 in a moſt tender, affectionate, and reſ- 
| "LA pectful manner, his purſe, to relieve 
1 | = his preſent exigeneies, and propoſed to | FE 
6 board with him, that by; joining their | 
; reſpective income, (if he would admit 
| him to that honour) they tight both 
enjoy life in a more ſociable as well as 
in a more comfortablꝭ manner, than 
if either kept a ſeparate table= That 
for his part he would look upon it as 
the moſt ſupreme felicity, and would” 
ever conſider him as his friend and 
protector. The Colonel, with the ut- 
F acquieſced in the 
propoſaP; | 
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propoſal; but abſolutely refuſed ac- 
cepting the purſe; nor could all the 


eatreaties of the Captain prevail on 


him to take even a ſmall part of the 
contents of it. 


While they were thus contending 


in the moſt amicable manner imagina- 
ble, a gentle rap at the door announced 


Miſs Portmore's return. Her firſt queſ- 
tion to the ſervant who opened it was 


after her father, and whether he was 
alone? and being informed of the con- 


trary, ſhe added, . I will not diſturb 
“ his converſation till the dinner is 
« ready, when you ſhall go in and 
« inquire if it is his pleaſure to have 
eit ſerved up.” Though all this was 
ſpoken in a very low tone of voice, 
yet every word Miſs Portmore had ut- 


| tered was diſtinctly heard both by the 


Colonel and the Captain, who being 
equally ſilent the inſtant they heard 


her come in, though from different 


YOL. be. - D motives ; 


Ls 
motives; the Colonel, from tendernefs 
to hear his beloved daughter's inqui- 
ries after him; and the Captain's, from 
curioſity, as he wiſhed much to ſee 
and hear her. The Colonel begged of 
the latter not to take the leaſt notice 
before his daughter of the converſation 
that had paſſed between them, as it 
would throw a damp upon her ſpi- 
rits, which he apprehended were al- 
ready too much clouded, from the re- 
ſult of her viſit. | 
Soon after, word was brought the 
dinner was ready; and the Colonel 
having ordered it to be ſerved up, he 
Toon, roſe from his ſeat, and leaning 
on the Captain's arm entered the din- 
ing room, where Miſs Portmore was 
employed in raiſing the cuſhion in her 


father's arm chair. She ſtarted at their 


entrance, not expecting them juſt that 
moment — and on turning her head 
towards 0 e young Rivers 

with 


L 4 
- with the moſt beautiful countenance 
he had ever beheld; for not having 
| heard a deſcription of her perſon from 
her father, he had not conceived the 
leaſt idea of finding her ſo perfect a i 
beauty; for ſhe added to the moſt 'Y 
lovely face an exquiſite ſhape; not very 2 
tall, but exactly proportioned. Her 
father preſented the Captain to her as z 
the ſon of her godmother. She bluſh- 
ed, courteſied, but made no-anſwer.— 
Then turning to her father, with a 
{mile aſked him after his health; but 
her ſmile, like the ſun in an April 
morning piercing through the watery 
| clouds, brought down drops along 
with it. Miſs Portmore had been = 
weeping, - her nurſe having breathed d 
her laſt in her arms; and although her 
beauty was rather overſhadowed, yet 
it was not ſpoiled, but ſeemed the 
more intereſting and captivating, as it 
carried an air of inexpreſſible ſoftneſs 
0 "> "nl | and 
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and tenderneſs with it. Being ſeated 


at the table, where none of the gueſts. 


brought an appetite, our amiable Char- 
| lotte uſed every effort to prevail on her 
father to taſte of one thing or other 


the thought he liked beſt, which, out 


of complaiſance and regard to her, he 
endeavoured to pleaſe her in; though 


it was viſible he could not reliſh it. — 
She was very attentive to the Captain, 
| who, on his ſide, endeavoured to be 


chearful and entertaining, but could 


not ſucceed. . Miſs Portmore's pre- 
| ſence, though ſhe was all gentleneſs, 


overawed him, and prevented him act- 


ing and converſing in his accuſtomed, 
agreeable manner. | 
The cloth being esel, and 80 
wine put on the table, (for the good 
old man had ſtretched that day beyond 


his accuſtomed rule, in order to receive 
his young friend decently) the Cap- 


tain, after having drank a glaſs or two, 


« recovered + 
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resovered from the ſtupor he had been 
ſeized with, and entertained both the 
father and the daughter with one ſub- 

Ject or other, in ſuch a modeſt and 
agreeable manner, that they were both 
highly pleaſed with his manner and 
converſation. — Miſs Portmore was 
filent, but not inattentive; and when- 
ever her ſentiments or opinion were 
_ aſked upon either one topic or other, 
ſhe delivered them with ſuch a preciſe- 
neſs and ſtrength of underſtanding, 
though never without bluſhing, as de- 
lighted her father, and charmed the 
Captain. Till nine o'clock did this 
agreeable trio converſe with each other, 

with all the ſatisfaction imaginable: 

and it would be difficult to aſſert whicly 
of them was the moſt pleaſed with 
the other. The Captain, however, 
appprehending, as the Colonel's ſpi- 
rits had been much exhauſted by the 
long narration of his misfortunes, and 


2 RR obſerving 


1 
obſerving Miſs Portmore's eyes fre- 
quently fixed on her father, as if afraid 
he was not ſo well as he had been in. 
the beginning of the evening, pru- 
dently thought proper to take leave of 
his worthy friends; and having en- 
treated, and obtained the permiſſion, 
of waiting on them the next day, he 
withed them a good night, and left 
them with a heavy heart and full of 
admiration of what he had heard and 
ſeen. The Colonel ſoon after went to 
bed, being in reality much fatigued 
with the recital of his paſt woes, 
which having i in ſome degree awaken- 
ed the. remembrance of them, felt ex- 
ceedingly low and dejected after the 
Captain's. departure. But his amiable 
daughter, ever attentive to his. looks, 
adminiſtered ſuch wholeſome comfort 
to him as ſoon. revived him; and hav- 
ing taken her ſeat by his bed fide, read: 
to him for an hour, which was her 
1 8 cConſtant 


E 
conſtant practice. Then having aſked 
his- bleſſing, retired to her own cham- 
ber, adjoining to his, (in order to be 
near him, ſhould he ſtand in need of 
aſſiſtance) and left her father to re- 
poſe, but, alas! not to ſleep. 
Captain Rivers being arrived at his 
lodgings, ſeemed tranſported with 
amaſement at what he-had heard, as 
well as aſtoniſhed at the conſtancy 
with which the good Colonel bore his 
loſſes. But his greateſt wonder Was. 
to ſee Miſs Portmore, who had now + 
lived with her father for near ſix years. 
in the moſt profound obſcurity, to ſee. 
her, by her manner, by her behaviour, 
and by her converſation, outdo the firſt 
woman of quality accuſtomed to high. 
| life, and the moſt brilliant circles. —- 
Poverty in common begets familiarity: 
with inferiors; domeſtic employments,. 
at leaſt ſuch as ſhe was now compelled. 
to perform, ſtrengthens: that familia- 
D 4 r 
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rity, and often occafions the negli- 


gence of cultivating the mind or im- 


proving the manners; but the lovely 


Charlotte ſhone ſuperior through all 


thoſe diſadvantages. Accuſtomed to 
early hours, both in her riſing and 


her going to bed, ſhe performed her 


family concerns with eaſe, and had 


leiſure ſufficient to attend her father, 


and to improve and amuſe both him 
and herſelf in reading, writing, muſic, 


and drawing. Oh,” would he ſay 


to himſelf, © had I a kingdom, I 
« would offer it to Miſs Portmore, 


- * and make her and her father happy: 


te but in my ſituation what can I do 
& for them? Some comfort it is for 


me yet, that he hath agreed to my 
„ boarding with them, which will in 


& ſome degree prove an alleviation to 


their diſtreſs. Oh, that my father 


„ would uſe me as if I was his ſon, 


“ and allow 1 me a decent competency, 


66 that 
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c that 1. might, without involving 
58 her 1 in greater ruin, aſk her in mar- 
66) riage but circumſtanced as J am, 
1 « jt would be madneſs to think of it. 
g % No, Miſs Port more, far be it from 
ö * me to add to your afflictiom by pro- 
I 4 poſing ſuch an event—nor ſhall the 
| 1 wy impreſſion your perſon and your 
f " underſtanding have made in my 


„ breaſt ever eſcape my lips. If I am 

„ doomed to ſuffer, I ſhall at leaſt 

„ have the conſolation to ſuffer alone, 

and not, through my imprudence, 

add to the calamity, of which al- 

ready, young as you are, you have 

& had too many bitter proofs.“ 
With ſuchlike reflections Captain Ri- 
vers went to bed — but he had little 

reſt, the anxiety and perturbation in 
his mind, occaſioned by the recital of 
the Colonel's misfortunes, prevented 
him from cloſing his eyes. The next 
morning he roſe early; and as the 
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performance of his filial obligations: 
were generally his firſt conſideration, 


he ſat down and wrote to the Earl his. 


father; and though he acquainted him 
with many particulars. relative to his- 
old friend ; ſuch as the loſs of his only 
ſurviving ſon, and the loſs of that 
fortune he had acquired. by the death 


of his ſiſter-in-law, yet was he ſingu- 


larly careful not to inform him of the 
diſtreſs to which thofe manifold miſ- 
fortunes had reduced him; knowing: 
too well, to his ſorrow, that in his- 
father's ideas the greateſt crime was- 
poverty — and his pen running away: 
with his imagination he ſpoke greatly 
in the praiſe of Miſs. Portmore; and: 


although he did not abſolutely own 


how much he was captivated by that 
young lady, yet the expreſſions in his. 


letter with regard to her gave but too 


plain proofs of the power the had over 
him. — He - finiſhed with intreating 
. © | > his 
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Bis father to honour him with an an- 
ſwer, and even dared to utter a hint 
how much Colonel Portmore would 


be pleaſed, ſhould he favour him with 


a line or two, after ſo long a ſilence. 
This letter he ſent immediately to the 


poſt. Then conſidering what was to- 


be done with regard to prevailing on 


his aged friend to accept of ſome mo- 


ney, in order to relieve him — This, 
he readily perceived, was a point to- 


be managed with the utmoſt delicacy, 
leſt he ſhould give offence, as he was 


not perfectly acquainted with the 
ſtrength. of Colonel Portmore's fi- 
nances.. However from what he had 
gathered during the narration, he con- 
cluded there was nothing left for him 
and Miſs Portmore to ſubſiſt on but 
hrs half pay, part of which was even 
curtailed in order to repay money bor- 


rowed by him — A miſerable ſubſiſ- 


tence did this afford them He there- 
| D 6 fore 
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5 
fore thought of an expedient, the ſuc- 
.ceſs of which flattered him with hopes, 
and he inſtantly put it in execution; 
and this was, the incloſing a bank 
note of fifty pounds in a letter to the 
Colonel, wherein he begged his per- 
mitſion, that as he had admitted him 
to the honour of being his boarder, to 
place the ſaid note in his hands as part 
of an acknowledgement to that deſira- 
ble admiſſion; for he had been in- 
formed that Dublin ſwarmed with 
pickpockets, and that he might be 
robbed of it perhaps, as he carried all 
his preſent riches in his purſe, not 
thinking it ſafe to leave any money at 
the inn where he lodged at preſent, 
from circumſtances he had been in- 
formed of, and would therefore change 
his place of abode by the firſt opportu- 
nity. This little ſtratagem ſucceeded : 
not but that Colonel Portmore had too 
much ſagacity not to ſee through the 
veil; 


1 
veil; but he looked upon it as an ef- 
fect of his young friend's delicacy in 
thus endeavouring to make his ſitua- 
tion more ſuitable to his age and infir- 
| mities, there being no other method 
left to make him accept what he ſo 
ſtrenuoufly refuſed the night before. 
And having acquainted his daughter 
with this proceeding of the Captain's, 
Whoſe confuſion on the occaſion ſhew- 
ed but too much ſhe was not deceived 
in the opinion ſhe had conceived of his 
humanity and generoſity. They there- 
fore unanimouſly agreed, on the con- 
ſideration of their wretched cireum- 
ſtances, (which brought tears into the 
young lady's. eyes. unobſerved by her 
father) to lay aſide all falſe delicacy, 
and accept of the Captain's gift, look- 
ing upon it as the gift of Providence, 
In conſequence of this reſolution, the 
Colonel wrotè a few lines to his friend, 
accepted of the n praiſed his good- 

neſs 
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neſs of heart, that had thus found out, 
and in ſuch a manner, the means of 
_ extricating him out of his embarraſ- 


{ing ſituation, and ended with a defire- 
to ſee him at dinner, which would be 


ready at three, but that he could not 
give him too ſoon the pleaſure of his 


company, if it ſuited him to come be- 


fore that hour. Captain Rivers' heart 
beat with uncommon violence at the 


receiving this letter, the ſuperſcription 
of which being written in trembling 


characters, made him conjecture (not 
then conſfidermg the age and weak. 


Kate his friend was in) that he was 
offended at his temerity and had taken. 
advantage of his indigence, by thus 


offering to pay his board beforehand.. 


2 
3 


But how agreeably was he ſurpriſed, | 


when, on opening it, (which he did 


with as tardy a hand as poſſible, dread- 
ing the contents) he found it quite 
contrary. to what his fears had formed. 
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far 


ef it; and read it over and over 
again with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction.— 


He immediately dreſſed, and was in as 
great a hurry to obey the friendly 


ſummons of his friend to ſee him, as 


that friend could be when he expreſſed 
that wiſh. 


On his 1 at the Clans I 


was not ſorry. to find. him alone, as. 
he dreaded. the fight of Miſs Portmore, 


till ſuch time as it would be in his 
power to put her above want, to aſk. 
her of her father; yet notwithſtanding 
that he was highly pleaſed with the 
converſation of his friend, who, con 
trary to all expectation, was much 


better that day, and in good ſpirits, 


conſidering the fatigue of the day be- 


fore, notwithſtanding which, his eyes 
were continually turned towards the 


door, in hopes it would be opened by 


the amiable Charlotte, after whoſe 


health he had frequonaly: inquired, and 


* 
. * — „„ — 
"WE — . 
* * 


only | 


1 1 


only received for anſwer, mer her fa- 
ther had onte mentioned her gratitude 
for his kindneſs for him, that ſhe was 
very well. At laſt the wiſhed-for mo- 
ment arrived when he was to behold 
her, by the ſervant's acquainting her 
maſter that dinner was ſerved in but 
his courage entirely forſook him, at 
his entering into the eating parlour; 
where Miſs Portmore waited his and 
her father's arrival. The unaffected 
modeſty, and pleaſing: countenance of 
the young lady, However, ſoon ena- 
bled him to recover his ufual flow of 
ſpirits ; and during dinner time he be- 
haved to her with the utmoſt polite- 
neſs, though very far from aſſuming 
the lover, not even in his looks, which 
gave Miſs Portmore, who had not the 
leaſt vanity about her, an eaſy and free 
behaviour. Although ſhe ſaid but lit- 
tle, yet ſhe entered more into their 
converſation than ſhe had done the 
en 


— 
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: evening ewe ; and when ſhe: aid 
ſpeak, ſhe gave ſuch proofs of her un- 
derſtanding, as quite wann her 
conqueſt. 

The cloth being land, ſhe wick 
the immediate opportunity of thank- 
ing the Captain for his kindneſs to her 


father: not in a long ſtrain of words, 


but in a pathetic, conciſe manner; 
which evidently ſhewed her tender af- 
fection for her aged parent. 
was almoſt too much for the Captain, 
| Who ſtood in need of all his reſolution 
not to betray his real ſentiments. — 

To receive acknowledgements of gra- 


titude dictated by the heart alone, from 


the only object he had ever felt himſelf 
attached to, was more than all his phi- 
loſophy could have ſupported, had not 
the Colonel, who perceived his embar- 
raſſment, but miſtook the motive, re- 
lieved him by immediately changing 
the diſcourſe. After tea, Miſs Port- 
3 more 
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more was ſolicited by Captain Rivers 
to fit down to her ſpinnet with which 
ſhe, bluſhing, complied.. Every touch 
of her finger, and every note ſhe ſtruck, 
convinced him ſhe was miſtreſs. of mu- 
fic; and her voice, which ſhe accom- 
panied with the inſtrument, could not 
be exceeded by any he had ever heard 
before, although ſhe ſung with timi- 
dity, not being accuſtomed to any au- 
ditor but her father. There needed 
no more to. overwhelm the Captain in 
diſpair, who, before this laſt ſpecimen 
| of her perfection, was already too much 
oppreſſed :. and ftifling his inquietude 
with all poſſible care, remained the 
evening tolerably well, and at ten 
o'clock took leave of his amiable 
friends. 
It is needleſs. to mention in what a 
terrible ſtate of mind he paſſed the 
night; anxiouſly wiſhing to make the 
lovely Charlotte his own for life, and 

| boring 
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lity of providing for her. 


his former tranquillity. 


| abhorring at the ſame time the very 
thought of it, on accquant of his inabi- 
Sometimes 
he imagined that abſence alone from 
the lovely object would reſtore him to 
But could he 
leave her father to his accuſtomed me- 
lancholy, after having thus newly 


cheared, and enabled him again, in 


fome meaſure, to taſte the ſweets of 


life? Oh, no, he could not think of 1 it; 


it would be the utmoſt eruelty in him 
to forſake that good old man, who, to 
all appearance, could not paſs many 
days in this vale of miſery, and there 
fore the only ſtep for him to purſue 
was, to take a determined reſolution, 
and to abide by it, never to open his. 
bps. to either father or daughter with. 
regard to his. attachment for the laſt ;; 
to make his viſits ſhorter by degrees, 
and endeavour to find out, in fome. 
Bape or others em ployment or amuſe- 
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ment, in order to detach him, if poſ- 
fible, from Miſs Portmore, But, alas! 
how ineffectual proved all theſe reſo- 
lutions! the wound he had received 
was too deep to be ever erazed. Every 
day the young lady's power over him 
increaſed, though he kept ſtedfaſt to 
dis intention of remaining ſilent on 
that head. CN Tt Rory 
Three weeks were now gone, during 
which, though he was unhappy him- 
ſelf, yet he had the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing Colonel and Miſs Portmore con- 
tented, eaſy, and pleaſed, and, as it | 
were, enjoy a new life. He had not 
once recieved a letter from his father, 4 
which greatly added to. his perplexed 
ſtate of mind. He agam wrote to the 
Earl; who at the end of three weeks 
more, favoured him at laſt with a few _ 
lines, but to very little purpoſe. He | 
congratulated him on his arrival in 
Dublin, and on his meeting with his 
3 | old 


tat 


old friend Colonel Portmore, for whoſe | 


misfortunes he was very ſorry; defired 


his kind love to him, with compli- 


ments to Miſs Charlotte, who he found 


had made great impreſſions on his 
heart, by the encomiums he had be- 


ſtowed on her in his letter; that he 
was glad to hear he had met with ſo 
agreeable and accompliſhed a compa- 


nion, which would in a great meaſure 


reſtore him to his wonted vivacity and 


ſpirits, and fihiſhed with his remain- 

ing his affectionate, &c. What a let- 
ter was this to a man of Captain Ri- 
vers? delicate feelings and ſentiments, 


and one who tenderly loved his father! 
Not a word of comfort with regard to 
his future eſtabliſhment in life ; no 
friendly advice relative to where he was 
to direct his ſteps after his leaving Ire» 
land, as the Earl could not ſuppoſe he 


had choſen that kingdom as a place of 


reſidence, where he muſt be unem- 
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ployed and unprotected, and of courſe 
lead an idle life, ſo obnoxious to a 
man of his activity and induſtry. In 
the bitterneſs of his grief his ideas ſug- 
geſted to him to quit Dublin immedi- 
' ately, to encloſe the Earl's letter to his 
friend the Colonel, and make half of 
bis income over to him, and to his 
daughter, and take ſhipping himſelf 
either for the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, 
where he ſhould never more be heard 
of; but on mature deliberation, he re- 
jected thoſe ſuggeſtions as tending to 
involve him in ſtill greater calamities; 
for by thus voluntarily exiling himſelf, 
could he ever hope for pardon or aſſiſ- 
tance from his father, who perhaps 
wiſhed for nothing more than ſuch a 
pretext to abandon him for ever to his 
deſtiny. On the other hand, could 
he imagine Colonel Portmore would 
| accept of his offered bounty at the ex- 
pence of his friend's 18 and after de- 
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priving him of his company, which 


appeared to him, next to that of his 


daughter, was his greateſt conſolation 
in life? As to Miſs Port more, he did 
not dare to ente rtain a thou ght of her; 
her very name made him tremble.— 
Having thus paſſed many hours in con- 


ſulting with himſelf, and conſidering. 
what he muſt do, he at laſt (undoubt- 
edly following the dictates of his heart) 


concluded the beſt method was to con- 


tinue ſtill in Dublin, vifit his worthy 


friend the Colonel as uſual, and try, 


1 by repeated letters, to ſoften his father 
in his behalf, and to create, if poſſible, | 


ſome tenderneſs in his breaſt towards 
him, being conſcious he never had 
given him the leaſt cauſe of complaint. 


With this reſolution he went to the 
Colonel's houſe ; but in ſpite of all his 


efforts he could not hide the emotions 
his father's letter had occaſioned. His 
friend perceiving his agitation, and in- 
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quiring the cauſe, was ſoon informed 


of it by the peruſal of the letter : for 
the Captain's diſpoſition was too noble 
and frank to conceal any thing from 


him. [The Colonel lamented and be- - 


moaned with him the want of tender- 


neſs in the Earl; and after ſome diſ- 


courſe with regard to the Captain's fu- 


ture plan, adviſed him to wait on the 
Lord Lieutenant, (to whom he had 
already paid his reſpects more than. 
once) who knew his family, and to 
intreat him to honour him with his 


protection, and in cafe of any vacancy, 


to grant him a place, as he had no 
proſpect of obtaining one in England; 
that he could not endure an idle life; 


and at laſt to give him a hint that 


Earl Rivers“ partiality to his eldeſt 
ſon proved an obſtruction to the ad- 
vancement of himſelf. The Captain 


| following his friend's advice, waited 
on his Excellency, by whom he was 
mandy | 


E 
graciouſly received, obtained aſſuran- 
ces: of friendſhip, compliments on his 


= perſon and talents, and abundance of. 


' promiſes to ſerve him. But, alas! 
they proved merely to be promiſes; for 
not any thing was procured for him, 
and he was not to be happy. Three 
months paſſed away, and he ſtill in the 
ſame uncertain ſituation, except his 
regard and attention for Miſs Portmore, 
which was arrived to ſuch a degree, 
(and conſiderably heightened by the 
filence he had impoſed on himſelf) as 
gave him incredible inquietudes. His 
father, however, had twice written 
to him during that period, and rather 
in a more friendly ſtyle - had remitted 
him his penſion — ordered him to re- 
main where he was but expreſſed not 
a ſingle wiſh to ſee him — he conſoled 
himſelf, however, with the hopes of 
one time or other bringing him over” 
to a more favourable opinion of him, 
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and to permit Si to reviſit England, 
as he looked upon that ſtep as the 
only one to tear the lovely Charlotte's 
image from his breaſt; as an union 
with her in his circumſtances would 

bring inevitable ruin on them both; 
and being now more acquainted with 
the Colonel, he flattered himſelf he 
would not refuſe his former intended 
offer of half his! income, ſhould Earl 
Rivers' tenderneſs recall him — But 
how vain and deluſive is hope, and 
how little did the Captain know his 
own heart, when he flattered himſelf 
he could thus deliberately quit Mails. 
Portmore, and live with his father. 
As the Colonel grew every day more 
and more attached to young Rivers, 
ſo likewiſe his daughter behaved in a 
lefs reſerved manner than the uſed to 
do: for being convinced of his excel- 
lent diſpoſition, morals, and princi-' 
* ſhe never e his attention 
| towards 
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towards her to be owing to any other 
cauſe than what proceeded from friend 


ſhip, and perhaps from a ſicailarity 1 in 


their opinions and manners, and ac- 


cordingly treated him in every reſpect 


as if he had been her brother; which 


gave him infinite fatisfaction, as he 


would not for worlds have acquainted 
n with his real ſeutiments. 
One morning coming to the Colo- 


nel's rather earlier than uſual, he was 
let in by Miſs Portmore herſelf, (the 


maid being gone on an errand,) who 
was weeping, and at ſeeing him, cried 


out, Oh! my deareſt brother, come 
and aſſiſt my father, my dear father, 
« who is dying.“ The appellation of 


deareſt from the mouth of ſo lovely a 


woman, whom grief had made infinite- 
ly more ſo, overcame all his fortitude, 


and he ſeized her hand, which, for 
the firſt time in his life, he brought 


to his lips, which ſhe immediately 
: 15 E 2 - withdrew 


* 
withdrew with inexpreſſible mildneſs, 
dropping at the ſame inſtant a tear on 
that hand which had held hers— Then 
entering together the Colonel's cham- 
ber, the Captain having looked ear- 
neſtly upon him, found him in a fit 
which he ſuppoſing apoplectic, and 
underſtanding phlegbotomy very well, 
he opened a vein in the Colonel's arm, 
ho bled freely; and almoſt inſtantly 
after the operation opening his eyes, 
the firſt word he uttered was, Oh! 
« my Charlotte!“ and ſeeing young 
Rivers binding up his arm, he cried 
out © Oh ! my worthy friend, is it to 
4 you I owe my recovery ? ” Miſs 
Portmore at the ſame inſtant exclaim- 
ed, Oh, Mr. Rivers, it is through 
« you my deareſt father is reſtored to J 
me; to you T owe his life; and enn! 
ſufficiently thank you? No; words | 
<< are too feeble to expreſs my grati- 
« tude;” and wen into a flood of 
ns tears 


LF) 


tears, (but they were tears of joy) 


; added, of this I can aſſure you, that 


'4< while I have life, this charitable and 
% humane action of yours ſhall never 


« be erazed from my breaſt.” The 
Captain bowed, and with the utmoſt - 
confuſion heard the praiſes of the ob- 
ject of his ſoul for what he had done, 


and which, in reality, was no more 
than conſiſtent with compaſſion and 
humanity, was going to reply, when 
the retutn of the ſervant prevented 


him, who, at the requeſt of the Cap- 
tain, was diſpatched immediately for 


a phyſician. The Colonel being now 
ſufficiently recovered to give an ac- 
count of his ſudden indiſpoſition, ac- 
quainted his daughter and friend, that 
not having enjoyed the leaſt ſleep the 
preceding night, he found himſelf in- 


clined ee doſe, : that his Charlotte e 


having drawn the curtain near his head, 
ſat down by him to work, when he 
E F felt 
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felt himſelf ſeized with an uncommon 
heavineſs, which ſcarcely left him the 
power of calling to his daughter, who 
he nevertheleſs recollected to have come 
to his affiſtance, but could not give 
any farther detail of what had happen- 
ed, till he was reſtored to life by the 
care of his friend. The phyſician being 
now arrived, who confirmed it to have 
been an apoplexy, commended Cap- 
tain Rivers much for his prudence in 
bleeding the patient, but did not ap- 
prehend then an immediate diſſolution, 
though from his age and continued 
bad ſtate of health much was to be 
feared— (this he only wiſpered to the 

Captain) but the affectionate Char- 
lotte, ever attentive to what concern- 


ed her father, did not loſe a word of 


their converſation; and her counte- 
nance, which before had brightened 
up with its uſual luſtre at her parent's 


recovery, was again caſt down in the 
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1 
moſt profound melancholy. The phy- 
fician ordered his patient to riſe, and, 
if poſſible, to uſe ſome gentle excerciſe 
from one room to another, which 
the Colonel performed tolerably well. 
Neverthelefs after that event his 
ſtrength gradually decreaſed, and he 
was but too ſenſible his end was ap- 
Proaching. 
The Captain now ſeldom left the 
| houſe until late at night to return to 
his lodgings. His heart rent with an- 
Sui at the uncertainty of Miſs Port- 
more's future ſtate, who, in loſing 
her father, would loſe all protection:? 
for, ſaid be to himſelf, is it for me to 
offer her an aſylum, young and beau- 
tiful as ſhe is? will not the enve- 
nomed tongue of ſlander blaſt her re- 
putation, was it but even ſuſpected 1 
afforded her the leaſt aſſiſtance? Be- 
tides her noble way of thinking and 
acting convinces me but too much the 
67 El.! ( 
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delicacy of her ſentiments would not 


ſuffer her. to be under the ſmalleſt ob- 
ligations to me. Her father's life is a 
ſanction for her to partake of whatever 
my limited power may procure for 


them both; but, deprived of him, 


what can I do for her that ſhe will not 
refuſe? Thus agitated, the Captain 
at once determined to write to bis fa- 
ther; for finding. it impoſſible to exiſt 
without Miſs Port more, eſpecially if 


the Colonel died, he ingenuouſly open- 


ed his heart to the Earl, informed him 
of the diſtreſſes that young lady would 
be ſoon involved in — That his happt- 
neſs was in his hands—and earneſtly 
entreated him to permit him to marry 


| ther before her father died, in order that 
this worthy man might have the con- 
ſolation, ere he cloſed his eyes for ever, 
to ſee his daughter protected, and 


in good hands. That whatever he 
thought proper to ſettle on him for his 


TH future 
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future eſtabliſhment, ſhould be thanks 
fully acknowledged by him. In ſhort, 
he wrote in ſo moving a ſtyle, and-in 
ſo ſubmiſſive a manner, that it was 
impoſſible for his father (if there was 
yet a remaining ſpark of tenderneſs in 
his breaſt for ſo worthy a ſon) to deny 
him. Having finiſhed this letter, and 
having likewiſe wrote to, two or three 
of his former moſt intimate friends in 
London, entreating their influence 
with the Earl in his behalf, he felt 
himſelf much reheved, went to bed, 
and ſlept three or four hours. At ear- 
ly morn he viſited his friend, who 
though not worſe, was not much bet- 
ter. The lovely Charlotte, who had 
paſſed the night by her father's bed 
fide, not having been at all in her own, 
looked pale and diſordered, but with a 
benign countenance, “ ſat like Patience 
on a monument ſmiling at Grief.“ 


Tue uu begged and entreated 


=] 


| her, with all that eloquence unfeign- 
ed love and eſteem ſuggeſts, to retire 


to reſt in her own appartment — That 


he would watch her father, and not 


ſtir from him; and promiſed her, that 
whenever there was any viſible change 
in him, he would immediately ſend 
her maid to her to inform her of it — 
and the Colonel having joined with 
his friend's requeſt, 008 at laſt, d : 
reluctantly, retired. 

Captain Rivers now hides left the 
Colonel's houſe, except to pay his re- 


ſpects to the Lord Lieutenant, or ſome 


other great man in power, ſo great 


was his care and anxiety for Miſs Port- 


more, leſt her frequent watching by 


| her father, from affectionate duty to 


him, might injure her health, that he 


| conſtantly ſat up with his friend eve- 


Ty night, in order that ſhe might en- 


Joy at leaſt ſome repoſe, And when- | 


ever ſhe re- entered her father s cham- + 
ber, 


199 Ft 
'ber, he uſed to retire to a very ſmall 
room, or rather cloſet, where he threw 
himſelf down on a couch for three or 
four hours, and then again reſumed his 
watching ſtation. Such unparrallelled 
aſſiduity and attention could not be 
-unperceived by Miſs Portmore, who 
had beſides obſerved an uncommon 
tenderneſs in his manner and action, 
whenever he ſpoke to her But to 
what could ſhe attribute this change 
in his behaviour? Was it pity, com- 
paſſion, the moſt refined friendſhip, 
or what !— ſhe durſt not aſk herſelf 
that queſtion. Certain it is, that being 
daily a witneſs to his excellent diſpo- 
fition, ſhe could not but be prepoſſeſſed 
in his favour, but her father's ap- 
proaching crifis, and her own diſ- 
treſſed, miſerable condition, prevented 
her meditating on ſo flattering a ſub- 
ject, being inwardly torn with an guiſh 
at the ' gloomy proſpect before her. 
SO One 


1 . 1 


One morning the Captain having 


left his friend to the care of the ſer- 


vants, who generally attended about 
five o clock, laid himfelf down on his 


couch. He had not enjoyed the ſweets _ 
of ſleep above three hours, before he 
was awakened by the voice of the Co- 
| lonel ſpeaking to his daughter, who, 
as he judged from what he could ga- 
ther, had but juſt riſen, and had apo- 
logized for her late appearance, it be- 
ing then eight o'clock. — Come hi- 
«© ther, thou darling of my life,” ſaid 
he; make no excuſe for your not 
«6 appearing before me at an earlier 
hour; glad I am my child, after a 
. reſtleſs night, has taſted fame ſleep 
L Come hither, thou child of ſor- 
row, thou partaker of my miſery, 
and hear what thy dying father re- 
. £6 queſts of you, before he departs this 


% vale of miſery, and leaves you a 
-6 


hel an and fr en orphan that 
| NE — 


EEE. 
4 thought alone diftracts me; for 1 
have long.looked up to my Re- 
„ deemer, who I know lives, and 
„hol know 1 ſhall behold ere long. 
But, my child, my love and care 
. for you diſturbs me in my laſt mo- 
40 ments -I know your prudence, and 
„ am certain you have thought of 
„ ſome expedient or other by which 
« you may gain a ſubſiſtence after my 
4 deceaſe with honour ; and 1 ſhould 
„ have mentioned this to you before 
„now, but that the care and afliduity 
«*« of our worthy friend, Captain Ri- 
. <6 vers, towards me, feldom leave us 
„ a moment alone; I have therefore 
taken this opportunity, while he is 
at reſt, which he ſtands much in 
„ need of, to make this my laſt re- 
“ que@ to my deareſt daughter, that 
« ſhe will acquaint me how, and in 
what manner, ſhe intends diſpoſing 
2% of herſelf, in order to procure her 
dhe 


"x 86 1 
N | 4 the neceſſüries of life The world, 
.66 my dear, is unknown to you—your , 
% . inexperience and tender age make 
„ me ſhudder, and embitter the blifs 
I foreſee in a bleſſed hereafter.” — 
Iͤᷣhe ſobs and fighs of Miſs Portmore 
prevented her father from proceeding. 
* | farther; nor did the Captain think it 
= any breach of friendſhip, after what 
he had heard, to liſten with attention 
to the lovely mourner's reply, which 
FE after ſome pauſe, he heard diſtinctly. 
Ip — Oh! my father, ſaid ſhe, do 
not, I beſeech you, break your 
| | + daughter's heart with the agonizing 
| % idea of your leaving her for ever — 
I had entertained more flattering 
hopes, from what your phyſician 
iq told me but laſt night — your fever 
bas left you; your pulſe is regular; 
22 and as to your age, it is not ſo far 
advanced yet, but you may {till 
promiſe . a year in addition; 
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why, then, will my honoured pa- 
rent afflict his child with the heart- 
rending thought of her loſing him? 
But, ſhould it be the will of Hea« 
ven to deprive me of my father, my 
protector, my all in this world ; 


oh! let no pangs of ſorrow afflict 
your almoſt- broken heart about my 


ſuture deſtiny — Heaven is all ſuffi- 
cient— but to deſerve its protection, 
notwithſtanding my youth and in- 
experience, my intention is to em- 
ploy thoſe gifts I received from na- 
ture, and which are improved and 
ripened by your care and attention 

in my education the real wants of 
life are few, eſpecially to one unae- 


cuſtomed to its ſuperfluities — my 


needle and pencil have before now 
proved a friendly ſupport to us 
Why, if I am bleſt with health, 


ſnould it not afford me the ſame 
Kind affiſtance —Or if it ſhould be 
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thought imprudent or improper, at 
ſo tender an age as mine, to inhabit 
a lodging, no matter how obſcure, 
as I might be liable to many diſa- 
greeable events through want of 


knowing the world, I might write 
to Mrs. Wellbred, the miſtreſs of 
the boarding ſchool, whom you al- 


ways admired for her principles and 
morals, and who is entirely indebt - 
ed for the affluence of her fituation 


to you and my dear deceaſed mo- 


ther's intereſt aud influence among 
the great ; ſhe undoubtedly would 
procure me an aſylum in her houſe, 


not to live at her expence, and to 
eat the bread of idleneſs, but in the 


quality of a teacher, for which, 
through your goodneſs, I think 


myfelf capable, and which will 
be both a decent and reſpectable 


way of earning my living but may 


Heaven long avert that dreadful mo 
. „ ment 


1 
** ment of my putting it o a trial; 
e aud may my. father's days be pro- 
„ tracted till the friendly hand of 

* time ſhall depoſit us both in one 


grave; for, to ſurvive you, oh! my 
C deareſt parent, the thought is death 


to me; though J have pointed out 


to you the means of ſubſiſting ho- 


„ nourably, (ſhould T loſe. you) in 
„ order that thoſe parting moments 
« which you apprehend may be calm, 
and unruffled about my future fate.“ 


Here Miſs Portmore ceaſed ſpeaking ; 


and her broken accents informed the 
Captain but too much her tears ſtop- 


ped her farther utterance. — But how | 


was he agitated that he could not at 
that inſtant fly to her relief and offer 
her his hand, as ſhe had long been in 
poſſeſſion of his heart —and he eer- 
tainly would have broken in upon 
them, to wipe away the tears of the 
object of his ſoul, and aſſuage the grief 


of 
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, of both taker and daughter, had not 


recollection made him ſenſible of the 


vungeneroſity of ſuch a proceeding, in 
ſhewing, at ſuch a period, he had 
been an auricular witneſs to a diſcourſe 
he had not been called to, and of 


courſe, about which be had no right 


to give his advice. His having over- 


heard it was accidental, and out of his 
power to have prevented. . 
Colonel Portmore, after TY davgh- 
ter had a little recovered, took her in 
his arms, kiſſed her, and cried out, 
+ Oh! my child, my child, Heaven, 
e ſee, is your protector and your 


«©, adviſer — Purſue the plan you have 
formed as dictated by prudence and 
46 reaſon — This very day I will ac- 
* quaint Captain Rivers with your 

_ -<. reſolution; and intreat him to ac- 


% quaint Mrs. Wellbred with it, that 
I may have the conſolation (ſhould 
*I pay the debt of n to know 
A GB you | 


% 


TY 
& not the leaſt doubt but that good 
« woman will chearfully, by accept- 
ing of ee offer, act a mother's 
% part by you.” Miſs Portmore made 


into the utmoſt palpitation; from 


ſtrain him but the fear of incurring 
her diſpleaſure. But no ſooner did he 


than he gently rapped at the door, 
which was opened by Miſs Portmore, 
who received him with a ſerene coun- 


too much that her heart felt too ſin- 
cerely 


no reply, but, at the requeſt of her 
father, began to read one of her de 
ceaſed brother's ſermons to him, acs 
_ cording to her daily cuſtom.— Captain 
Rivers inclination to viſit his beloved 
miſtreſs at this time, threw his heart 


which nothing was ſufficient to re- 


find ſhe had finiſhed the diſcourſe, 


tenance and a modeſt ſmile ; but her 
ſwoln and red eyes convinced him but | 


1 
cerely what her tongue had oe to 
her father. 
Breakfaſt was now called "00 which 
: 8 Miſs Portmore withdrew, 
to her domeſtic concerns, leaving her 
father and the Captain together; the 
former being much more compoſed 
than he had been for ſome days before, 
from the certainty of his daughter 
Having in a manner ſecured herſelf 
à decent reſidence, immediately ac- 
quainted his friend with what had 
paſſed, and finiſhed by requeſting of 
him to go and make the propoſal be- 
fore mentioned to Mrs. Wellbred. — 
Captain Rivers, abaſhed and confuſed, 
though already acquainted with what 
was expected of him to perform, beg- 
ged the Colonel's attention for a few 
momeuts previous to his executing the | 
commiſſion ; which being granted, he | „ 
opened his whole heart to his friend 
with regard to Miſs Portmore, begged 1 
that 


„ «Ü — —ü̃ Ü w m ad oy •ůũꝙ th, ; bi — thee nn | 


— 
R . — 
28 * he” * 14 
— — . ents P_— 
' 
« by 5 
* 


ac eo. Sad 


—äů — 


5 !— 


RT. owes - 


— — 


— 


— — — 


r 


9 — F- ON * f 
} prod — — 3 —— ß — UKk᷑kbd̃— — ! 3 
Das 7 ESA 80 - ” e 
. * 


— 
— 


«a 


that he might be her protector for: life, 


as his happineſs was totally centered 


in her; that he would have aſked him 


his permiſſion long ago, to offer her 
his hand; but having but little hopes 


from his father's generoſity, and be- 


LY 


ing, till now, deluded by promiſes - 


from men in power, he had deferred | 
the propoſal of the honour of his alli- 


ance, having, notwithſtanding his hi- 


therto adverſe fortune, flattered him- 
ſelf with one day or other poſſeſſing 


the power and means to raiſe Miſs 


Portmore to that rank and dignity her 


birth, her family, and her virtues 


claimed; but as nothing had as yet 
operated in his favour, and finding the 


young lady reduced to ſolicit a main- 


tenance from the hand of ſtrangers, 
he could not ſupport the idea, as it 


made him beyond compariſon miſera- 
ble; he therefore entreited him, as 
the greateſt bleſſing he could confer 
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on him, to conſent to an union with | 
| * amiable daughter... | 
The Colonel looked at him WY 7 
8250 attention, mixed with admira- | 
tion, and cried out, Oh! Rivers, | 
% am not deceived in you —1 have , 
long obſerved your attachment to 
* my Charlotte, and your ſtruggles 
to conquer it. Happy ſhould I be 4 
4. could I call you my ſon before I 
% die; not only for the honour of 4 
66 your alliance, but to ſee her united 6 
% to a man of your virtues, to the L 
< only man I ever in reality called my 
t friend that would be bliſs indeed! I 
J yet, notwithſtanding, (let not 0 
your noble heart be offended) I am 6 
fl 4 conſtrained to refuſe you.” — The 6 
* Captain, thunderſt ruck. at this reply, 6 
j aſked, with a faultering voice, whe- . 
by ther his refuſal proceeded from the 6 
1 knowledge of his daughter's ſentiments 6 
4 


ll | on that head ? I am ignorant of her 
i ſenti- 


non me 


4. 
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ſentiments,“ anſwered the Colonel, 


having never conſulted her on the 


occaſion; but, on the contrary, 
have ever carefully avoided, to men- 


tion you to her by any other term 


than that of being my friend. Nei- 
ther do I think my child ſo blind 


to her own happineſs as not to ac- 
cept of a man for whom ſhe has the 
moſt ſincere friendſhip, whoſe me- 


rit and virtues ſhe reſpects, and of 


whoſe humanity and - benevolence 
ſhe entertains the higheſt ſenſe — 


No, my Charles, my friend, it is 


cc 


your father obliges me to decline 


your gracious offer, being but too 
ſenſible he never would conſent to 


ſuch an union; and I have too 


much affection for you, as well as 


gratitude for your manifold and 
repeated kindneſs to me and my 
child, ever to ſuffer you to incur' 


the WR and Mets wes curſe, 
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« againſt his conſent, or without his 


a. 


45 


L 96] 


(which awaits diſobedience to pa- 


46 


rents) of your father by marrying 


knowledge — © I do not intend 


either the one or the other,” rejoin- 


ed the Captain, ſomewhat relieved by 


the Colonel's laſt expreſſion. I have 


66 


ec 
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morrow's poſt. 
«c 


K 


written to my father upon the ſub - 


ject, and expect his anſwer by to- 
Should he grant 
me my requeſt, I ſhall be the hap- 


pieſt of beings, if my deareſt Char- 


lotte does not rejet me. Sould he, 
on the contrary, ſeal my miſery by 


a refuſal, then you muſt permit me 


to ſettle half my revenue on Miſs 


Portmore, to fix her myſelf at Mrs. 
Wellbred's, ſhould Heaven call you 
away, and then I will bid adieu tg 
* my native country for ever. 


The Colonel's eyes flowed with 
tears at this reſolution of his friend, 
and aa anſwered him by a fervent 
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preſſure of the hand; and after une 
minutes pauſe, the good old man in- 
quired of him whether his daughter | 
was acquainted with his ſentiments © 
towards her. No, upon my honour,” f 
anſwered the Captain; F intention 
« has always been to conceal from 
her knowledge, as much as 1 poſſi - 
« bly could, the reſpect, eſteem,” atid 
„ ardent love with which ſhe has in“ 
* ſpired me, till it ſhould meet my 
« father's ſanction to declare it Not 
but that I have ſome reaſon to be- 
<« heve, the has perceived my attach- | 
ment for her, from her frequent 
bluſhes and down eaſt eyes when- 
ever we meet.” The Colonel, em- 
braced the Captain, commended his 
noble behaviour, aſſured him that his 
daughter ſhould be his, provided Earl 
Rivers approved of the marriage; and 
| his ſpirits being exhauſted with alter- . 


nate joy and grief, begged of his friend 
Vox. „„ 


<c 


40 


vg" 


to leave him for a little while, and 

take the freſh Air, as his daughter 

would now ſupply his place, whom 

he had. deſired the ſervant to call. — 

| Captain Rivers obeyed, but not till 
Miſs Port more appeared, to whom he 
bowed moſt reſpect fully, and, ſcarcely 
able to withdraw himſelf from her, 
preſſed a ſecond time her hand to his 

lips, leaving the young lady As 

and much confuſed. 

Fhe Captain dreſſed and went to the 
caſtle, where he met with the utmoſt 
civility from the Lord Lieutenant, 
but, alas! they were only ſhadows, He 
found himſelf, however; in much bet- 
ter ſpirits than he had been ſome days 
before, which be attributed to his ha- 

ving unboſomed him ſelf to the Colo- 
nel relating to Miſs Portmore, from 
which he preſaged a favourable omen; 
and returning to his friend and his 
lovely miſtreſs, he had the ſatisfaction 
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to find: ths both rather more hear 


ful. At laſt the wiſhed- for day arrived, 


and the poſt brought him an anſwer 


from his father. He had not the cou- 


rage to break the ſeal, ſo much he 


dreaded the contents; and when at 
laſt he attempted it, his hand ſhook 


in ſuch a manner, that the letter drop- 


ped upon the ground: aſſuming how- 
_ ever a reſolution; he prong it, hp 
11 as follows: 


« My dear Charles, 


16 The contents of your laſt did not 
much ſurpriſe; me, as I long ago 
had found out by every one I re- 
ceived from you that Miſs Port- 
more was in poſſeſſion of your heart. 
I thank, by the by, your marriage 
with her to be a very imprudeut 
ſtep, as a young man of your figure, 
your talents and high bitth might 
Crithout prejudice to any lady 

| 2 % what 


. 
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whatever) pretend to one of the firſt 


rank, and conſiderable fortune: but 


« this, 1 dare ſay, is preaching to the 
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wind; and as you ſay it is eſſential 
to your happineſs to make Miſs 


Portmore your wife, you have my 


free conſent to it with my bleſſing. 
Lou are of an age to chuſe for your- 
6) : 


ſelf; and I agree to it rather more 
willingly, as it is the firſt of your 


requeſts I ever have complied with. 


As to any future eſtabliſhment, ſure 


you joke; as the lady does not bring 


you a ſhilling, ſhe certainly cannot 
pretend-to any ſettlement either by 
way of jointure or pinmoney. The 
three hundred pounds I have hither- 
to allowed you, joined to your half 


pay, is, I think, ſufficient, not as 
Earl Rivers' ſon, but for the obſcu- 
rity that ſon has choſen to hve in, 


when he might have aſpired to the 


moſt brilliant rank in the king- 
66 dom z | 
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E 
& dom: but your ſentiments and mine 
& have ever differed on that head: 
Vour brother, the Viſcount, hath- 
4 choſen that path I could have wiſn- 
« ed you to have followed; and though. 
© he overlooked: beauty in a wife, yet 
© is he not happy? But your idea of 
„ happineſs leads not that way What 
then can be done Why marry Miſs 
% Portmore, and be contented with 
your uſual ſalary; and I repeat it 
„ again, that I add my bleſſing. HowW-- 
ever as your nuptials may perhaps 


&«& demand ſome extraordinary expen- 
& ces, I have enclofed for. you a 
"66 


draught upon my banker for an 
& hundred pounds. I am ſorry for 
the Colonel's indiſpoſition ; but per- 
„ haps he is not fo bad as you ſuppoſe 
* him to be: Love makes you blind. 
preſent my compliments to him and 
« to Miſs Portmore. Your fiſtes-in- - 


f an | 


% Jaw has juſti preſented her huſband 
with a ſecond ſon. Adieu. | : 


4 1 remain, your affeionate father, 
Þ e RIVERS.” 


This ene epitle the Caps 
tain read over and over, as he doubted 
his ſenſes towards the obtaining his fa- 
ther's conſent 'to his marriage ; but 
finding. it repeatedly. mentioned, and 

the encloſed draught confirming it, he 
gave way to bis joy like one frantic. 
Yes, lovely Charlotte, cried he, you 
muſt, and ſhall be mine; I have a fa- 
ther's fantion, ' though couched in 
harſh and unkind terms. Your dying 
father (for, alas ! his evening of life 
is nigh at hand) ſhall have the conſo- 
lation of ſeeing his only, his darling 
child, protected from thoſe evils her 
youth, her beauty, and her innoceuce 
would expoſe her to; and happy ſhall 
ſhe be, while I have life and honour. 
= Then 


E 
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Then reading his father's letter over 
again, the want of tenderneſs filled 
his eyes with tears; but being but too 
ſenfible he had never been the 'Earl's 


favourite, he foon conſoled hinrſelf 


with the idea how happy the good old 
Colonel would be to have no more bit- 
ter pangs relating to his daughter's 
deſtiny. He even flattered himſelf 
that Miſs Portmore did not behold 

him with indifference, and that thought 
alone was ſufficient to renew his joy 
and fatisfaftion. Elated with the 


proſpect of being ſoon united to the 


moſt beautiful, as well as the moſt ami 
able and the moſt virtuous of her ſex, 
he repaired to the Colonel's houſe. He 
found his worthy friend, as uſual, at- 
tended by his dutiful daughter; and: 
after the firſt compliments were paſſed, 


Miſs Portmore addreſſed the Captain, 


ſlaying to him, “ to judge from your 


off on, Mr. Rivers, one would ima 


Fa E gine 


{ 49. 
* gine you have recei ived ſome favour- 
. ** able anſwer from the Lord Lieute- 
« nant; but as it is not a day to viſit his 
Excellency, the ſatisfaction ſo viſible. 
* in your (countenance mult proceed 
from another cauſe.— From 
<4 another cauſe indeed, Madam,” re- 
plied he; „and from ſo bleſſed a 
„ cauſe, that it cannot be completed 
. without your aſſiſtance and concur- 
% rence.” — Miſs Portmore bluſhed as 


red as ſcarlet, but could annex no idea = 


to his meaning unleſs it was that he 
had ſeen Mrs. Wellbred, and had ob- 
rained, ber approbation and conſent 
towards her going to live with that 
lady. Yet the thought it rather ſtrange _ 
that the Captain ſhould manifeſt ſuch 
tokens of joy on that account, as a 
melancholy event muſt precede | that 
of her going to live there; and think- 
ing it proper he ſhould explain this 
to her father alone, ſhe left the room, 
8 pretend- 


— 


e 
pretending domeſtic concerns. The 
Colonel, whom age and illneſs preven- 
ted from making any obſervation of 
the change in his friend's looks, till 
his daughter mentioned it, fixed his 
eyes more attentively on him. and F 
found ſhe had not been: miſtaken; and 
thinking immediately with her, that 
he had agreed with Mrs. Wellbred, 
alked him whether he had ſeen: that 
lady. No,” anſwered the Captain, 
« nor do I intend to ſee her No, my 
friend, my father, my contentment 
4 ſpriugs from another ſource, "which | 
„will make me the happieſt man 
« alive, could I but add to my ſatiſ- 
„faction that of ſeeing your health 
reſtored. Then inferming him of © 
the ſubject, he read his farher's letter 
to him and afterwards gave it him to 
Peruſe it himſelf. The good. old man . 
was unable to ſpeak at ſuch an unex - 
ä Pefted:: Tm 'of + intelligence Ihen 
* 55 
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lifting up his eyes to heaven, cried out, 
% I have been young, and am now 
old, yet I never ſaw the righte- 
« . ous- forfaken or the fatherleſs beg 
their bread. — Oh ! Rivers you de- 
& ſerve my daughter; and let me tell 
* you, young man, ſhe is a treaſure; 
and you don't know half her perfec- 
tions. This is the firſt, time you 
% ever heard me praiſe her; I may | 
perhaps incur blame on that ac- 
„ count, but my wiſh to ſee you hap- 
„ py extorted this commendation of 
my ebild from me, by aſſuring you 
„ ſhe will make | you- ſo as far as hu- 
© man felicity on this earth can extend. 
But, my Charles, although your 
father conſents, yeti there, remains 
n thorough rel uctance throughout 

his letter, which too plainly de- 
monſtrates his diſlike to your union 

58 with my daughter; and ag, with 
2 ate baokſtsvet, 0. ard entitled 
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to an | alliance with the firſt families: 


in the kingdom, and no doubt he 
would in ſuch a caſe render your 
fortune adequate to that of the lady 


he approved. of; conſider then, my 


young friend, maturely and delibe- 
rately on what you are going to un- 
dertake befoce my child is aequaint- 


e ed with your ſentiments.” —** How- 
little do you know me, my good 
Sir,“ anſwered the Captain, to 


think that any aggrandiſement or in- 


tereſt whatever could, but for a mo- 
ment, balance with the eſteem, reſ-- 
pect, and the moſt affectionate attach— 


ment I feel for Miſs Portmore: No, 


not even a throne itſelf: in her all my 


happineſs is centered; with her I 
ſhall feel no want, but what (if I 


have health) I can ſupply.. She was 


the firſt and the only object that ever 


made an impreſſion on my heart ;. 
and . her perſon is beyond 


F „ T deſcrip-- 
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deſcription beautiful, yet, believe 


me, it is the leaſt of her perfections 
that have conquered me —It is her 
mind, her underſtanding, and all 
thoſe virtues. ſhe is poſſeſſed of, 
e vrhich have made me captive—Then 
do not urge riches or grandeur beg 

Not that I mean to be leſs atten- 

tive to my friends, though they 
have hitherto flattered me with 
2 hopes only.—Oh, no.—lI will redou- 
© ble my aſſiduity to them. As to the 
< harſhneſs.of the terms in my father's 


letter, it is a manner peculiar to him- 


ſelf in writing thus; nor was ever 
«< accuſtomed, to my forrow, to more 


friendly. expreſſions from him. He 
grants me his conſent to my union 


with your lovely daughter, and that 
conſent is ſtrengthened by the nup- 
tial preſent incloſed in his letter, 
which though unworthy her accep- 
dance, yet, muſt I beg leave to pre- 
6« {ent 


E 
E ſent her with it. Permit me, then; 
e to have the honour to entertain 
«Miſs Port more for half an hou r alone, 
to pour out my. whole ſoul before 
% her, and offer that hand which can 
never be given to any other.” The 
_ Colonel-interpoſed-by.atking the Cape 
tain whether it would not be better, 
as her father, he himſelf. ſhould diſ- 
cloſe this affair to his daughter, leſt 
ſo unexpected a propoſal. from the 
Captain might ſurpriſe her too much, 
as he was very certain ſhe had never 
entertained the leaſt idea on this ſub- 
ject; but young Rivers Was ſo urgent 
in his requeſt, and promiſed: ſo much 
circumſpection in his behaviour, that 
he at laſt obtained the wiſhed- for 
permiſſion 

Captain Rivers Sic che young | 
lady in the little muſeum, to which the 
generally retorted when. he was. with 
ber father, the. evenings excepted, 


when 


1 0 J 
when ſhe always remained with them. 
She was looking over ſome of her 
drawings, the beſt of which ſhe ſelec- 
ted from the reſt, and put them by 
| themſelves. She had been weeping, 
her imagination being filled with the 
_apprehenſions of her father's death, 
and dreaded her future fate, ſhould ſhe: 
not be happy enough to give ſatisfac- 
tion to Mrs. Wellbred, with whom 
ſhe ſuppoſed her affair was concluded. 
— On ſeeing Captain Rivers enter the- 
room, ſhe endeavoured to ſmile, but 
he taking her moſt affectionately by 
the hand, in a moſt pleaſing and 
tender manner aſked her the cauſe of 
this freſh affliction, which, inſtead of 
reſtraining her tears, on the contrary, 
gave a free vent to their courſe. Cap- 
tain Rivers, agitated beyond expreſ- 
fron,” wiped them as they fell; beg- 
ged her to be comforted, and permit 
dim to difcloſe an affair to her, on. 
. which. 
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which his happineſs, or miſery in life 
depended- Mits Portmore being a lit- 
tle recovered, ſaid, It relates to Mrs. 


Wellbred, Sir, does it not? and if 


my reſidence with that lady, after 
Heaven ſhall have deprived me of 
my father, can add to your ſatisfac- 


tion, I give you my word I ſhall be 
happy to call ſo worthy a woman 
my patroneſs and protectreſs, and 
ſhall ever acknowledge the aſſiſtance 
which you have been ſo good as to- 


lend me in this circumſtance as an 
obligation particularly conferred on 


myſelf, excluſive of the numberleſs 
favours which my . father and 


I arg-under to you.“ —“ No, lovely 
Miſs Portmore, anſwered he, 

Mrs. Wellbred is unacquainted with 
your intentions on that head, and 
< ſhall be ever ſo — My happineſs or 


miſery lies in your hands Permit 


N * then, Mee to e the al 


C 
nour of becoming your protector 
% for life.” Miſs Portmore was ſo 

aſtoniſhed and confuſed at this (as ſhe' 
thought) extraordinary requeſt, that 
ſhe roſe immediately from her ſeat, 

and was leaving the room; but the 

Captain ſo earneſtly entreated her. to 

honour him with her attention for a 
few minutes, that ſhe at laſt complied,” 
bluſhing (exceedingly as he led her to 
her ſeat. He then gave her an entire 
detail of his ſentiments for her, from 
their moſt early acquaintance, and 
finiſhed with the conſent he had ob- 

tained from both the Colonel and the 

Earl. Miſs Portmore's confuſion was 
ſo great on the occaſion, and her tears 
flowed ſo faſt; that ſhe was notable to 
utter a ſyllable, and covering her face 
with her apron; while the Captain 

reſpectfully kiſſed her hand, which 
| the in vain endeavoured to withdraw, . 
he at the fame time entreatin _ that 
ail ſhe 5 
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ſhe would only” ſay wherhet bis pra- 
poſal had offended her, and that he 


would not then urge her any farther 


on the ſubject—Miſs Portmore, trem- 
bling and weeping, cried out at laſt, 
Oh, ſpare me, Mr. Rivers; excuſe 
me from anſwering you — I cannot 


4 find words —it is impoſſible for me 
Leave me, I beſeech you, 
a little to myſelf” —and tears agaur 


interrupting her, he preſumed to preſs 
her hand to his lips — *© Leave me, I 
beg the mpg I ſhall be bet- 
ter by myſelf.” Then voychſafe, 
„ Jovelieſt of your ſex, ſaid he, 
only one word, whether you are 


* 


I 


diſpleaſed with me for my preſump- 
“ tion“ “' Diſpleaſed with you! Mr. 
„ Rivers,” anſwered ſhe, -“ Oh, no, 


« youdo me honour ; but it is impoſ- 


5 ſible for me to give you an anſwer. 
& T. had no idea of I could not 
imagine that and here ſhe 

„„ Pauſed: 
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a pauſed ; then again ſaid, * Oh, Sir 


„oh, Mr. Rivers—indulge me, I beg: 


choral wiſh to be alone — Pray leave 


e me for an hour or two, and I ſhall 


© be more collected — you will oblige 


* me much if you will retire and—” 


Here ſhe ſtopped again; and the' Cap- 
tain perceiving, (at leaſt he flattered 
himſelf) that her extreme agitation 


proceeded from exceſs of modeſty, ſaid, 


„I hve but to oblige and to obey you, 


* Madam — I'll go and wait on the 


Colonel, where I hope to have the 


.** happineſs of feeing you more com- 


„ poſed, and in leſs than two hours 
„ time; and having again kiſſed her 
hand, which he had never quitted, 


notwithſtanding all her efforts to that 
purpoſe, he repaired to the Colonel, 


to whom he gave a faithful account of 
oe} To and both were 
a loſs what to think of fo uncom- 
mon a proceeding on the part of the 
* 
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lady, and whether the obſcurity of 


her reply could be aſcribed to affec- 


tion or to the contrary. 


Captain Rivers, full of hopes that he 
had made ſome impretfion on Miſs 


Portmore's heart, rejected this laſt 


ſuppoſition, and waited with impati- 
ence the arrival of the magnet who 


had thus attracted him; who, how- 
ever, did not make her appearance till 


ſhe was ſummoned on the Hurt of her 


father to dinner, which on no conſi- 
deration in the world ſhe dared to 


have refuſed. On her entrance inte 


the room ſhe looked ſerene, but a ten- 


der melancholy was viſible in her 


whole aſpect, which made her appear 


in the eyes of her lover a thouſand 


times more lovely than he had ever 


beheld her. Neither her father or the 


Captain took the leaſt notice of her 
abſence, or of the change in her coun- 


tenance but, on the contrary, the lat- 
ter 
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ter exerted all his eloquence to reani- 
mate her ſpirits by talking on various, 
different, agreeable ſubjects, and had 


at laſt the good fortune to ſucceed, 


and the lovely Charlotte became lets 
and leſs peuſive; and by the time tea 
was ſerved in, ſhe had almoſt entirely 
conquered her exceſſive timidity and 


_ confuſion, and of courſe was more 
lively. © The diſcourſe turning upon 
muſic, one of her favourite topics, 


Captain Rivers ſpoke highly in praiſe 


of Garth and Vento, two famous com- 


poſers, and aſked her; with a ſeeming 
careleſs air, whether ſhe did not: play 
ſome of their ariettas, or- concertos'? 
but his real intention was to obtain 
the happineſs of having her once more 


by himſelf, being willing to hear from 


her mouth alone what ſentiments he 
had inſpired her with before ſhe ſhould 
have any converſation-with her father 
upon the ſubject and being anſwered. 


ks | 111. 


| 1 5287 ) : 
in the affirmative, he kindly entreated 
her to favour him with one of their 
leſſons, provided the Colonel would 
give. her leave. Miſs Portmore, who 
had not foreſeen this requeſt, heſitated, 
and dreading a private interview, at 
laſt ſaid, it would not be kind to leave 
her father alone. The Colonel imme- 
diately auſwered, Go, my dear, and 
dont refuſe my worthy, friend fo 
£ ſmall a favour.” “ But, dear Sir, 
anſwered ſhe, „ ſuppoſe you ſhould 
<< want any thing -I cannot bear the 
thought of your being left to your- 
< ſelf—If you will give me leave, I'll 
neither ſhut the door of this room, 
* nor that of the muſeum, and I'll 
open the ſpinnet, whoſe. tone will 
* then be very loud, and Mr. Rivers 
will be as well entertained here 
« with the ſound of it as if he was 
4% there.” —** I bar open doors,” re- 


1 0 the Captain, Win ſome vivacity. 
Ae 


1 . 


& If it is diſagreeable to you, Madam, 


I relinquiſh'the favour. It is not 
& the ſound of the inſtrument will 


“give me any fatisfaQtion, unleſs I 


5 behold the lovely performer who 
gives birth to that ſound.” —Such a 
ſpeech, and before her father, cover- 
ed her with bluſhes. The Colonel 
once more ſaid to her, Go, my 
Charlotte, and oblige Captain Ri- 
&« vers, I beg of you.” Upon which 


ſhe- immediately roſe from her chair, 


and the Captain offering his hand to 


conduct her, which ſhe politely refu- 
ſed, telling him ſhe wanted Mary to 


be in waiting with her father during 
her abſence. Upon which, he no 
ſooner had rung the bell, but Mary 
appeared, which left Miſs Portmore 
not the leaſt opportunity of ſpeaking 
to the Colonel, ſo that ſhe was obli- 
ged to repair to the muſic room, or 


"muſeum as it was called, with her | 
- lover. | 


_ 


„ wan 


a, 


Fg } 


lover. No' ſooner did they enter it, 


but the young lady fat herſelf down 


to the ſpinnet, and having inſtantly 
found the leſſons in queſtion, there 
was no room for converſation — She 
played it, but not in her uſual maſter- 


ly manner; her confuſion and pertur- 
bation of mind were ſo great that ſhe 


ſcarcely obſerved a flat from a ſharp; 


which however was loſt to the Cap- 


tain, who ſcarcely diſtinguſhrng what 


ſhe played, contemplated all the while 
her lovely modeſty and beautiful per- 


ſon. Having fintſhed one piece of 


by the Captain's filence on a ſubject | 


ſhe was ſo little accuſtomed to hear, 


and having performed that rather bet- 
ter than the firſt, ſhe acquired freſh 
ſpirits, and ventured to aſk him whe- 


ther he liked any other piece before 


the returned to her father. Captain 
Rivers bowed, and thanked her for 


her 
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her obliging offer, but begged t to be ' 
heard one moment before they revi- 4 
ſited his friend. Oh, Sir,” replied « 


| ſhe I haye not time now; 1 muſt 
« go to my father, if you pleaſe” — 
When will you hear me then, ſweet- 
« eſt of your ſex,” aſked he. 


6 To- morrow, ſaid ſhe, trembling - 

„And why not now? lovely 4 
« Charlotte,” rejoined he; „ you : 
„% will be, 1 fear, as much embarraſ- 7 
* ſed to-morrow as you are at preſent. 1 


4 


One word, I aſk no more pronounce 
« it, lovely creature; make me happy. 
« or ſeal my doom for ever.” — 
« What would you have me ſay? Mr. 

Rivers,“ demanded ſhe, with the 
moſt amiable timidity imaginable 
Say you do not hate me.”—— 
« Hate you! Sir; far from it; can it 
ebe poſlible I ſhould hate you? —— 
« May then hope, Madam, my heart 
« and hand wall not be refuſed by 

| 66 you? pe 


re you?“ ſaid he, in a melancholy tone. 
<6 Nay,” added he, ſeeing ſhe was en- 
deavouring to leave the room, and 
ſeizing her hand, you muſt be my 
«« priſoner till you are pleaſed to give 
me an anſwer.” . Oh, Mr. 
„ Rivers, what is it you aſk ?—Speak 
< to iny father.” — No, Madam,” 
reſumed he, © it is from you I expect 

to receive my happineſs or miſery.” 
„Then, Sir, anſwered ſhe, 
hiding her beauteous bluſhing face 

from him, I do not hate you, but, 
on the contrary, you poſſeſs all my 
e ſhould be the moſt un- 
«<< grateful of all beings, if LwWas in- 
'« ſenſible to your many virtues; and, 
* ſince you prefer me, miſerable as I 
am, I will endeavour to deſerve 
« your good opinion and friendſhip.” 
—The Captain fell down at her feet, 
thanked her a thouſand times, and 
begged to be permitted to kiſs her hand, 
- Wer. I. G which 


oN 


bah ſhe granted; and added, Now 
<6 ſhall we go to my father?“ — 
$6 Wherever you pleaſe, moſt amiable. 
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« creature,” replied he; © your will 
„ ſhall ever be my law.” Then con- 
ducting her to the Colonel, who recei- 


ved them with his uſual gladneſs, and 


ſaw with pleaſure, although his daugh- 


ter ſeemed to have been in tears, that 


they did not appear to be tears of ſorrow. 


The evening was ſpent with much 
chearfulneſs on the ſide of the Captain, 
who did all in his power to make his 
Friends partake of that happineſs which 
he himſelf enjoyed. The Colonel was 
however in very low ſpirts, which he 
endeavoured to hide as much as poſ- 
ſible. Miſs Portmore was inclined to 
be penſive, and would have ſaid but 
little, had not her noble lover exerted 
all his eloquence in order to baniſh le- 
rious reflections, and encourage her 
4 Joining in the converſation ; but the 

young 


1 
young lady having occaſion for ſome- 
thing relating to the work ſhe was then 
employed about, left the room for a 
few minutes, when the Captain took 
that opportunity of anforming his 
friend of what had paſſed between his 
charming daughter and himſelf, and 
that he thought himſelf, the happieft 
man breathing. Praiſed be that 
« Providence, replied the Colonel, 
for its viſible care of my child, in 
thus having granted her a protector 
for life, a huſband who will cheriſh 
and love her while exiſtence remains. 
<< But, my dear Mr. Rivers, I feel J 
„% ſhall not have the happineſs to ſee 
« you united before I go from hence, 
„ never to return — My end is ap- 
% proaching — Oh, let me blefs you 
both before my eyes are cloſed in 
«6 perpetual darkneſs. Send fer my 
Charlotte, I beteech you.—But here 
hs ſhe is, added he, ſeeing Miſs Port- 
G 2 more 
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more re-enter the room. Approach, 
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my deareſt child happy I am that 
you are to be united to the only man 


upon earth deſerving of you, and 
<6: 


the only one I could ever with to 
ſee you give your hand to. Tell me, 
then, my only hope, whether the 


aſſurance you gave him juſt now, 


of being his, proceeded from incli- 
nation-or gratitude for his unparal- 
lelled generoſity to me and you ? 


Speak freely, my dear child, and 


hide not one ſentiment from your 


father.“ Miſs Portmore, aſtoniſhed 
beyond expreſſion at the requeſt of her 
father before Captain Rivers, (who 
himſelf was ſtruck at it, not expecting 
his lovely miſtreſs. ſhould be thus of a 
ſudden urged to deliver her ſentiments 
in his behalf) was ſome moments be- 
fore ſhe could give an anſwer ;. and 
then, trembling all over, aſked him, 
$ Why, my dear Sir, do you aſk me 


66 this 


Ei 
* this queſtion, and in ſo earneſt a. | 
.& manner ?”—* Becauſe,” replied he, ll 
% my only conſolation in the few Ml 
s hours of life I have perhaps yet to p 
„ live, depends on it. Then try, my: 1 
„darling, to overcome that delicacy. „ 
« and timidity, and tell me, is Cap- 
4 tain Rivers the man of your choice?” 
— He ſpoke theſe laſt words with 4 
ſuch an uncommon emotion and eager- e | 
neſs, that Miſs Portmore, conſidering. | 
at that: moment nothing but how'to:  _ «© | 
pleaſe him, and give him ther wiſhed- 
for ſatisfaction, hiding her face on his. 
breaſt,, I do! I do!. I prefer him 
above all men — he ever had my 
& efteem, and now polleties my moſt. 
e ſincere affections.“ A flood off 
tears relieved her from her confuſion; 
and the Colonel having embraced her: 
tenderly, cried out in raptures, Now. 
«I ſhall depart this life without 
** anxiety for my dear child's fate 


ö;· 8 


1 
© Come hither, Rivers; and let me 
join your hands, and bleſs you.“ — 
Captain Rivers, almoſt frantic with 
joy at the confeſſion of his lovely bride, 
though ſomewhat diſtreſſed at her con- 
fuſion, threw himſelf at her feet, and 
having ſeized her hand, preſented it 
to the Colonel, who immediately join- 
ed it to that of the Captain, and gave 
them his bleſſing. All this time Miſs 
Portmore ſtood like a ſtatue, awed by 
her father's looks; ſhe durſt not reſiſt; 
—nor was ſhe rouſed from this ſtupid 
ſenſation till her lover moſt reſpectful - 
17 kiſſed ber lips, and vowed eternal 
conſtancy. This brought back her 
wandering ſpirits 3 and, aſhamed and 
confuſed, ſhe retired to a remote part 
of the room. The Phyſician juſt then 
entering, and finding his patient not 
in immediate danger of a diffolution 
from the ſenſation of his pulſe, the 
Deen, at this welcome expreſſion, | 
ran 
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ran to Miſs Portmore, who ſat abſor- 
bed in ſilent grief at her father's ſud- 
den change. He informed her the 
Colonel had been worſe all' that after- 
noon, but had forbore to mention it 
till be was acquainted with her favour- 
able ſentiments with regard to himſelf” 
that, overjoyed. at the wiſhed- for 
intelligence, he then acquainted: him 
of his approaching end- that he eager- 
ly wiſhed for it, and beheld that aw- 
ful moment with ſatisfaction, having. 
no farther. inquietude with regard to- 
his beloved child, and that it was the: 
certitude of her fate which urged him: 
to hear the confirmation of it from her- 
own lips. Miſs Portmore made no- 
anſwer, but fetched a deep figh,. 

though at the ſame time looking at him 
with a moſt angelic countenance, as: 
if to ſay, you will. be my only pro- 
tector, —oh, if my father's days could. 
be u The phyſician at the 

. lang: 
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fame time taking leave, and ffuring 


Miſs Portmore the Colonel was rather 
better, ſhe inſtantly flew to his bed 
fide, while the Captain conducted him 


into the muſeum, and earneſtly en- 
treated him to provide him with a 
licenſe, a ring, and a Clergyman; 


adding, that if his friend lived till the. 
next day, he fhould be witneſs of his 
marriage with his lovely daughter. 


Dr. True aſſured him he had all ima- 


ginable reaſon to ſ uppoſe he would live 
till the next evening, or the morning: 


following; and having taken down. the 
names of the parties, promiſed he 


would himſelf accompany the miniſter, : 


when in poſſeſſion of the two other ar- 
ticles, and begged the honour of being 
admitted to the ceremony, and ſtand- 


ing in lieu of the young lady's father, 
which the Captain gratefully accept- 
ed. Returning into the Colonel's 
room, Miſs Portmore roſe from the 

. 1 bed 


[mg J. 

bed ſide to give up her olics* to the 
Captain, in order to give way, unſeen, 
to the grief with which ſhe was over- 
whelmed. The Colonel ſpoke but li- 
tle, and ſeemed to ſlumber — An aw- 
ful filgnce reigned throughout the 
apartment. The Captain's eyes were 
every now and then turned towards 
the ſeat of the lovely mourner, but 
could only perceive the ſkirts of her 
cloaths, ſhe having retired to the end 
of her father s bed, and was hid by the 
Gurtains.” About ten o'clock the Co- 
lonel called her, when ſhe immediate- 
1y aroſe and appeared before him. 
«© Why does my child weep,” faid 
he, be comforted; I leave you in 
„ worthy hands—and I am going to 
ea bleſſed eternity. Rather rejoice, 
„ my dear girl, to ſee your father re- 
e lieved from the accumulated cala- 
1 mities, of which he has borne for 

5 ſo many years the heavy burden.“ 
G5 Captain 


WE 
Captain Rivers wiping away all the 
while the tears of his lovely mourning. 
bride ; and notwithſtanding | his for- 
titude, his own flowed in abundance, 
When able to ſpeak, he entreated 
Miſs Portmore to retire and endeavour 
to get ſome reſt ; but ſhe in ſo eloquent 
a manner in her looks and action be- 
ſought him not to mention it; for, 
added ſnhe, the leaving my father 
now would only add to my diſtreſs 
« inſtead of aſſuaging it. Oh, Mr. 
ag Rivers, indulge me but this once in 
« my requeſt, and you n hereafter 
« for ever command me.” *© Indulge 
« you! my dear madam,” anſwered 
he, © you always ſhall be your own. 
% miſtreſs; and it is from you I ſhall 
expect to receive orders.” It was 
then agreed on, they both ſhould ſit 
up that night; the Captain now and 
then reading ſuch paſſages as were 
ſuitable to the occaſion. Towards ſix 
| 9 o'clock 


La) 


C 1h BB. 
o'clock the Colonel appeared to be in a 
quiet ſleep, when Captain Rivers once 
more begged: Miſs Portmore to retire: 
to reſt for an hour or two; and ſeeing. 
her reluQance 1n complying, added, 
will not my Charlotte endeavour a 
little to preſerve her health for my 
% ſake?” Miſs Portmore ſighed and. 
bluſhed. Pray forgive me, Mr. 
1 Rivers,“ ſaid the, riſing from her 
ſeat: „I will go, to oblige you, and 
« try to be more compoſed.” . Ami- 
able condeſcenſion,“ exclaimed he; 35 
and taking her hand, affectionatel y con- 
ä ducted her to the door, and wiſhed "ty 
a good repoſe. At eight, Colonel 
Portmore awaked ; and perceiving his 
e friend ſitting by him, cried 
6. Oh Rivers! you are too good 
+ ſons me yo will endanger your 
% health — Where is my Charlotte? 
— Jaſt retired to repoſe a little,” an- 
ſwered he; © her precious health is 
G 6 infinitely 


4 


I 132 J 
infinitely more in danger than mine 
can poſſibly be; and underſtanding the 
Colonel's ſpirits were much better, 
though his ſtrength greatly diminiſh- 
end, propoſed to have the marriage ce- 
remony performed that morning, as 
he had provided every thing for that 
purpoſe, in order to have the hap- | 
pineſs of calling him father, before 
the ſo-much - dreaded final ſeparation, 
not doubting but it would add great- 
Iy to his peace. The Colonel replied 
he could with to ſee it; but he was 
apprehenſive that the ceremony would 
occaſion an agitation in the ſpirits of 
his daughter, to be thus hurried into 
a ſtate which required the moſt mature 
deliberation: beſides,” faid he, 44 
* though F have a perfect confidence 
„ and reliance on your honour, till 
if you can perſuade my dear girl to 
& conſent to it, 1 ſhall. be happy.“ 
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The phyſician ſoon after made his | 
appearance, and preſented the Captain: 
with the licenſe and ring, telling him 
at the ſame time the clergyman. was 
in the muſic room. He adviſed him: 
to loſe: no time with the ceremony, as 
the Colonel had not many hours to 
live. Miſs Portmore juſt then enter- 
ing, and having embraced her father, 
and inquired after his health, he an- 
fwered, very bad indeed, my child. 
* —Wil you grant me the laſt re- 
„ queſt I ever ſhall make you? 
% Oh! my father,” replied ſhe.. can 
"of or ought I to refuſe you any thing: a 
„Then, my friend,” continued 
he, ſpeaking. to Captain Rivers, who 
ſtood by his bed ſide, acquaint my 
«© deareſt Charlotte with my wiſh. 
The Captain then took her afide,. 
and in the moſt reſpectful, delicate, 
and affectionate manner, informed her YN 
= of her father's defire, Miſs Portmore 7 
F : ſtarted 1 1 
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ſtarted, turned pale, and ſtood motion-- 
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leſs; 3 then bluſhing as red as crimſon, 
exclaimed, ** This day of mourning, 


to be my bridal. day! — Oh! Sir, 


4 oh! Mr.. Rivers, it cannot be: but 
the Captain urged her father 8 ſitua- 
tion in ſo moving a manner, that at 


laſt. ſhe ſaid,. © Pray conduct me to- 


„% him;” with which he immediately. 
complied...  When.ſhe.came before the 
Colonel, her tears flowed ſo faſt that 
ſhe was not able. to utter a ſyllable; 
who obſerving 1 it, ſaid; ** Do not, my 


„dear child, act in this weighty Ccir- 


« cumſtance againſt your inclinations. 


I could have wiſhed to ſee. you the 
« wife of my deareſt friend before I 


© go hence. But, — added he, and 


then pauſed. „Oh! my father, my 


ther, cried ſhe, ſobbing, % behold. 


* your: obedient daughter ready to 


give you the only proof of her duty 
that is left her—Mr, Rivers, there's 


66 * my 
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EN 
* my hand—T have no other will now 
but yours and my father's. 
„Then I am bleſt indeed!“ 1 
the Colonel; and the Captain having, 
tenderly kiſſed that hand ſhe had pre- 
ſented him with, left. the room, and 
introduced the clergyman. who per- 
formed the marriage ceremony, in the 
preſence of her father, the phyſician, 
the pariſh clerk, and their faithful ſer- 
vant, Mary. No ſooner. was their. 
union compleated, than the Captain, 
embraced his lovely wife, and with. 
her knelt down before the Colonel, 
who bleſſed, and alternately embraced, 
them, crying, with.a ſeeming ecſtaſy, 
Death! do thy worſt—T ſhall now. 
e depart in peace.” — The good old 
man lived however till the evening, as 
Dr. True had foreſeen; but continued 
ſenſible to his. laſt moment, and then 
expired in the arms of his daughter 
without a groan, I ſhall not deſcribe 
| ES 


me Afro INT IST, 
* 4 en. + : PPP 
—0000000GGGG0GGGGVGPGGVGGGGGGGGT0TTTTWTGTGVTTTGCGVTTT nr 2 At £ irs "5 NE PE 
9 e re W BILE 12 W 1 E "A 4 bee, 
1 * F Or CEN Hot A Sa ens HA WY PCC Fo . 1 3 n 5 
CFC ̃—— Goes 8 l J d d 
2 2 6 by 2 
JF IEDt Es ot al ve = ET vo. 8 : 1 8 Oe 8 Ko == MES. 3 5 275 "I I 3 f „ N 
1 „ FTT FV 2 s gs 3 why 5 g | 
at : 
py Os 


* End > 
£24 RR 


. 
1 


e, 


II 
+ 


Cs 1 
the agonies of Mrs. Rivers on the loſs 
of her worthy parent :: nor was the 
Captain leſs agitated, having fincerely 
loved and reſpected him. — His taſk 
was therefore the harder, by being 
obliged to conceal his own grief in or- 
der to conſole his afflicted Charlotte: 
however religion, reaſon, and the duty 
ſhe owed. her huſband, joined to the 
moſt tender affection for him, made 
her reſign herſelf to the will of Provi - 
dence: and this amiable pair began to 
taſte the ſweets of happineſs, when a 
reverſe of fortune overſhadowed their 
peaceful hours; but their fortitude 
prevented their being made miſerable 
by it. Z 
One morning the Captain received: 
a letter by the poſt : It. came from 
England, and was ſealed with black 
wax. His imagination led him at firſt 
to think it came from his father, 
whom he had informed of his marri- 
8 | age, 


— 


[i ap: T7 
age, and of the death of Colonel Port-. 
more, and had received a few lines in 
anſwer, about fix weeks aſter thoſe: 
events. But looking on the ſuper- 
ſeription, he knew it to be the hand- 
writing of his father's ſteward; and. 
on opening it, with ſome emotion, he 
found indeed he was the writer of 
that, as likewiſe of the contents which 
informed him of the death of the Earl, 
who had ſuddenly received a paralytic; 
ſtroke, which laſted about three hours, 


during which time he was ſpeechleſs; 


and having recovered ſufficient ſtrength, 
to articulate a few words, none of 
which were intelligible to any of the 
family, except the name of Charles: 
„ Rivers,” which was diſtinctly pro- 
nounced, accompanied with a heavy 
ſigh, he immediately expired. That 
he, the ſteward, having aſked the 
Viſcount if he did not think it proper 
Captain Rivers . be acquainted 

with, | 


[1387 ] 
with this melanchbly cataſtrophe, his- 
Lordſhip had anſwered him there was 
no neceſſity for it, and that he would 
know it but too ſoon; that ſenſible his 
Eordſhip had never entertained a very 
great friendſhip for his brother, he- 
thought it his duty, out of reſpect for 
his deceaſed maſter, and eſteem for 
Captain Rivers, to give him the ear-- 
lieſt notice of it; to which he had: 
been ſtill more induced, as the late 
Earl's will had been opened, and he 
could not learn a ſyllable how or in- 
what manner his effects were left: 
that he would take the liberty to ad- 
viſe the Captain to ſet off for England 
immediately, in order to be informed. 
with regard to his late father's teſta- 
ment himſelf; he entreated him not to 
mention from whom he had received 
this intelligence, &c. At the read - 


ing of this letter Captain Rivers was 
lo aſtoniſhed, and at the ſame time ſo- 
oppreſſed: 


„ 


oppretſid at this melancholy account, 
as to be ſcarcely able to credit his own 
eyes; and having peruſed it over and 
over again, found it but too true. He 
was ſincerely afflited for the loſs of 
his parent; and forgetting at that mo- 
ment all his former paſt unkindneſs 
toward him, wept bitterly at that part 
of the ſteward's letter where his father 
had mentioned his name. Filial duty, 
tenderneſs, reſpect, and love, at once 
awakened in his breaſt, and he mourn- 
ed ſincerely his loſs. After his firſt 
grief was a little abated, he informed 
his amiable wife of it; who partook 
of her huſband's ſorrow; and after 
having condoled with each other, re- 

ſolved to ſet off for England as ſoon as 
the neceſſary adjuſtment of their little - 
affairs would permit. This was ſoon 
performed, and arriving in London, 

Captain Rivers waited on his brother, 
without Rang given him previous. 
notic e- 


1 


notice of his viſit, leſt he ſhould have 


refuſed ſeeing him. Earl Rivers re- 


ceived him with ſurpriſe and cold ci- 
vility. The Counteſs ſcarcely deigned 
to inquire after his health, for ſhe was. 
with her huſband when the Captain, 
entered the room. After the firſt ce-- 


remonies were over, the Earl informed. 


his brother, that their father not hav- 
ing made the leaſt proviſion for him 


in his will, that doubtlefs he had. his 


reaſons for having acted thus; aud 


that he would adviſe him to ſet off for 


the ' Eaſt Indies, where perhaps he 


might find employment. I did not 


« come for advice to your Lordſhip,” 
replied the Captain, © and ] muſt beg 
% likewiſe you will not preſume to al- 
«© ledge motives for my father's diſin- 
6, heriting me, unleſs thoſe motives 
_ &.- proceeded from the influence you 
had acquired over his eaſy tem- 


* per, * inſinuating groſs fal ſehoods 


againſt, 
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againſt me, of which you have not 


forgot he himſelf detected you. I 
never have failed in my reſpect or 
duty towards the late Earl Not 
failed in duty towards him!“ an- 


ſwered his brother with a ſeeming ſur- 
priſe,. ** witneſs your newly contracted 


6 


v6 


;66: 


40 
66 


60 


a ſhilling.” 


marriage with a poor girl not worth 


wife, interrupted the Captain; 
I had my father's ſanction and his 


bleſſing before I contracted this 


marriage; — and let me tell you, 
my Lord, my wife's family, in 
point of rank, 1s ſuperior to yours; 


nor ſhall it be inſulted with impu- 


nity. — She deſerves a throne,“ 


added he; her virtues, her beauty, 


466 
£6 


66 
. 


and her numberleſs amiable quali- 


ties, raiſe her to an infinite degree 
above the moſt rich and the moſt 
proud 


— “ I adviſe you te 
ſpeak oh. more reſpect of Colo- 
nel Portmore's daughter, now my 


L 
< proud heireſs in the kingdom ”— 
« And thoſe virtues, beauty, and 
% numberleſs amiable qualities,” re- 
plied the Counteſs, reddening like ſcar- 
let, have made you a beggar!” — 
„ Infolent woman,” ſaid the Captain; 
% baſe and abandoned muſt be that 
< mind that begs of you ; for what- 
erer you beſtow carries a curſe 
<< along with it. What bleſſings can 
% ether you or your ſordid huſband 
u boaſt of fince you came together ?— 


F 
1 
3 ů ů ——— ——— — — ISS no — 1 
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turned: pale, and trembled-at the Cap- 
tain's reply; for guilt intimidates, and 


5 We — — ng 
* — 


ther's will, which was immediately 
complied with. He read it over with 
aktention, and found at the bottom of 
it, below the ſignature of the wit - 

he neſſes, 


TY — — — 


> And dare you inſult diſtreſſed Vir- | 
4 tue! Both the Earl and Counteſs 


tenders the heart cowardly. After 
ſome pauſe, the Captain, turning to 
his brother, inſiſted on ſeeing his fa- 
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at 
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| neſſes, theſe words, written manifeſtly 
by his father, though in trembling 
characters: 1 give and bequeath to 
my dear fon, Charles "Raven, and 


99 


& to his wife, Char no more 
was added, but ſeveral ſcratches and 
blots of ink, as if the ſtrength or the 
faculties of the writer had forſaken 


him, and he could not proceed: and 
it was eaſy to conjecture, that the late 


Earl, juſt before his illneſs ſeized him, 
felt remorſe for having thus neglected 
his youngeſt ſon, and was endeavour- 
ing to repair that Want of paternal af- 


fection, when death approached. For 


he was found ſitting by his bureau, 
though that was locked, as the ſer- 


vants, who perceived him firſt, depoſ- 


ed; and it was certain he had been 
Writing, his fingers being ſoiled with 
ink, and the pen lying on the ground 
by him. — ““ What idea do you an- 
ex to thoſe words of my. father? 
aſked 


BoA 


were — 


Amed the Captain of his brother. — 


None in the world,” anſwered he. 
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— And what do you intend to do, 
% my Lord?“ - To fullfil ſtrictly 


i father s will,” faid the Earl. — 
_ «6 That is, reſumed the Captain, 
* you intend to keep his fortune en- 
© tirly to yourſelf?” . Juſt ſo,” an- 
ſwered he. — Then farewell for 
< ever,” ſaid the Captain, and 1 imme 


:diately left the houſe. 


Returning to the lodgings hind be 
had left Mrs. Rivers, he was received 


ty her with her accuſtomed affability 
and ſmiles, which diſarmed him in- 


ſtantly of that wrath and anger, he had 
but too juſtly been poſſeſſed with ſome 
moments before; and giving a faith- 


ful detail to his amiable wife of his ill 
ſucceſs with his brother, that lovely 


Woman, after having ſhed ſome tears 


at the deplorable exit of her father- in- 
ud ſo effectually conſoled her huſ- | 
band 
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band, and reconciled him to their fu-. 
ture indigence, by endeavouring mu- 
tually to aſſiſt each other; ſhe in do- 


meſtic concerns, to which the. would 
add the ſkill of her pencil and needle:; 
and he, by diſpoſing of his half pay, 


furniſh himſelf with a ſmall houſe and 


farm for their own uſe only, the re- 
venue of which, with induſtry, they 
flattered themſeves would be a ſuffi- 
cient ſupport for them. Thus reſol- 
ved, they ſoon quitted England, though 


not till he he had conſulted ſome 


friends and an eminent lawyer about 
the late Earl's will, which was irrevo- 
cable, arid arrived in Dublin, where 
Captain Rivers put his intention in 


execution. And having fixed on a 
healthy village ſome miles from Dub- 
lin, ſoon made it their Eden, and their 
dwelling place a Paradiſe: and ſuch it 


proved to this amiable couple, if con- 


; Jugal affect ion, reciprocal attention, 


Vol. I. | H good 
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good humour, and fimilarity of ſenti- 
ments could render it ſo. Often ape 
plying to each other when ſitting 1 in 
their muſeum, (for thus they called 
that room which they had furniſhed 
with what had belonged to their little 
ſtudy in Dublin,) that ſpeech of our 
Arſt N in Milton: : 


>; For white I Gt with tos I foam i in Heaven. 
* And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my ear, 
« Than fruits of palm tree, oro to thirſt. 


« And hunger both,” 


For five years together did they en- 
Joy uninterrupted happineſs, fave the 
loſs of two of their children; but they 
dying when they were ſcarcely a month 
old, their affliction was moderate. 
Their fields and cattle produced abun- 
dantly; and one lovely daughter, 

whom they called Louiſa, (that being 
the name of the late Lady Rivers) then 
mo 116 not 
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not t quite 8 years of age, crowned 
their felicity. 
It now pleaſed Providentst to affli& 
*he Captain with the moſt dreadful of 
all calamities he had ever experienced 
before, the lofs of his beloved wife, 
who died in child bed, together with 
her new- born infant. No tongue can 
expreſs, or language deſcribe, the 
miſerable ſituation of Captain Rivers; 
incapable of conſolation, he refuſed to 
ſee all thoſe who lamented with him 
the loſs of ſo excellent a woman. He 
would not be comforted, and therefore 
hid himſelf in the woods and groves, 
ſhunning the eyes of mankind. Often 
would he throw himſelf on the cold 
damp earth, rendered ſtill more ſo by 
the flood of tears he conſtantly ſned, 
and paſs the night there, calling on 
his beloved departed wife. Nor can 
it be ſuppoſed he would ever have ri- 
ſen from that ſpot, had not the recol- 
| H 2 lee 
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leclion of his infant daughter, Th 
whom now all his bliſs conſiſted) awa- 
| ked him from his lethargy with re- 
gard to all carthly concerns, Unhap- 
<< py miſerable orphan !” cried he, as 
he bent his ſteps towards his houſe ; 
„% How would your angel mother re- 
«& proach me, could ſhe look down 
% from heaven to ſee me thus repine 
* at her felicity, and neglect the only 
* dear pledge of our mutual tender- 
46 neſs! Yes, my Louiſa, I will return, 
« and act a father's part by thee.” “ 
That amiable child, with her inno- 
cent prattle and endearing careſſes, 
contributed more to her father's reco- 
very, than all the conſolatory diſcourſe 
of his friends and neighbours. But 
his peace of mind was fled ; that 
_ earthly paradiſe, by the loſs of his Eve, 
increaſed his affliction. Application 
proved irkſome to him; he neglected. 
his buſineſs; ſervants grew careleſs; 
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and inevitable ruin muſt have enſüed, 
had not a gleam of hope dawned upon 
him, and once more flattered him with 
the means of acquiring ſome proviſion 
for his little Louiſa. This was effected 
by the means of a gentleman, a former 
acquaintance of his when in Dublin, 
who having been informed of the place 
of his habitation, came to bim with a 
propoſal to execute a ſecret, but ho- 
nourable and lucrative commiſſion for 
bim at the Court of Spain, giving him 

at the ſame time his reaſons why he 
wiſhed to employ him as bis deputy, 
and not going thither himſelf. Cap- 
tain Rivers, after many days delibera- 
tion, accepted of the employment, as 
the only means of extricating him 
from impending ruin, in which him- 
ſelf and his little Louiſa would very 
ſoon inevitably have been involved. 

Beſides, the houſe, furniture, and all 
that his deareſt deceaſed Charlotte had 
— ever 
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ever touched, praiſed, or-admired, re- 


newed his grief for her loſs, and no- 


thing but abſence from this once be- 
loved place could inſure him a thorough 


return of his reaſon and application. 


But how to leave his darling daughter, 
and perhaps for,ever—there was the 
heart-rending miſery !—there was the 
trial. Frequently would he take her 
in his arms and weep over her, ſaying, 
* Ah, unfortunate Louiſa! what will 
% be your fate! Your grandfather 


. ufed to call your angel mother the 


« child of ſorrow ; and what can 1 
« call you but truly a child of ſorrow 


4 and afffiction? Heaven will protect 


% and guide you, I hope; into whoſe 


5 hands I now muſt offer you up; for 
« to ſtay with you, miſery, calamity, 


« and affliction, muſt be the m——_ 
of us both. 
At laſt dig: a. 1 FR diſ- 


. of all his «las, ſave a minia- 


ture 


d 
ture picture of his mother, one of his 
departed wife, and a prayer book, 


the cover of which being elegantly 


__ embroidered in gold by the late Lady 


Rivers, with her name, age, and her 


then place of abode, all worked by 
daughter, whom he fed with their 


faithful ſervant, Mary, who but a 
few months before married the ſchool- 


maſter of the village, was well ſettled, 
aud doated on the child. Into her 
hands he delivered the prayer bool 


and miniatures, andeharging her withal 


not to part with either of them for 
any conſideration in the world; he re- 
queſted her like wiſe to remind the lit- 
tle Louiſa of her parents as often as 
poſſible, and ſhew her frequently the 


above-mentioned articles; and giving 
her, beſides, fifty pounds for the main- 


tenance of the dear infant till his re- 
n whom he recommended likewiſe 
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to the miniſter of the pariſh, promiſ- 
ing to write as often as leiſure per- 
mitted him, and defired immediate 
anſwers from Mary relating to his 
Jovely child; and being ready to de- 
part, he looked around him, wept 


bitterly, and cried out, with our firſt. 
mother, «Muſt I then leave thee, Pa- 
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Then taking the little Louiſa in bis 


* 


ordains is right 


radiſe ? — Thus leave thee, once 


fruitful ſoil, where I had hoped to 


have ſpent many happy hours with 


the beloved of my ſoul, the wife of 
my boſom—-Bereft of her, what are 
all earthly enjoyments to me? Oh! | 
had it pleaſed Heaven to have laid 
me in the ſame grave with her, I 
ſhould then have been at reſt —— 


But ſhall I dare to arraign the de- 
crees of Providence! whatever he 
Had I died, 
what . muſt have become of this 
| helpleſs babe, this infant orphan * 


arms, 


1 


( 4993 
=—_— ſaid, For you, my child, PIE 
« pray my life may be prolonged; for 
« you, the exact image of your angel 
«© mother, I'll undergo all the hard- 
„ ſhips and ſufferiugs cruel F wy may 
« have yet in ſtore for me: then 
affeRionately embracing the lovely 
girl, who being uncommonly ſenſible 
for her age, wept as much as her un- 
fortunate father; begging of him not 
to ſtay long from her, but return to 
her as ſoon as poſſible That ſhe loved 
no one ſo well as ſhe did her dear papa 
— That ſhe would be very good, and 
try to learn her catechiſm and ſome 
 pſalms by heart againſt he came back, 
This was too much for the father to 
bear, who having once more embraced. : 
her, tore himſelf from her, and left 
her with Mary, to whom he. bid a 
kind farewel, and departed. : 
Mary, or rather, Mrs. Birch, (that 
beings her huſband's tet: took the 
| 2 H 5 ſweet 


(54 ] 
weet child home with her, and effec- 
tually acted a mother's part by her; 
and in a very few days ſhe was entirely 
reconciled to her new habitation. She 
was often ſent for to Dr. Worthy's 
Houſe, the miniſter of the pariſh, who 
uſed to hear her read, and ſet her a 
talk to learn, which ſhe performed 
with uncommon quickneſs and chear- 
fulneſs ; and- though then but four 
years of age, ſhe ſhewed a ſurprifing 
taſte for drawing, being ſcarſely ever 
ſeen without a pencil or a bit of paper 
in her hand. This talent Dr. Worthy | 
finding natural to her, did all in his 
power to improve, being himſelf a 
great proficient in that art. Birch, 
the ſchoolmaſter, and huſband of Ma- 
ry, although a ſordid, ſtupid fellow, 
was nevertheleſs an excellent penman, 
and our young heroine, ever fond of 

being employed, often begged of him 


to work her to write, with which he 
„ N complied. 
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| dee And notwithſtanding the 
extreme delicacy of her hand at ſo ten- 
der an age, ſhe made fuch progreſs in 
her writing, that in three months time 
ſhe joined her letters exceedingly well, 
could write not only her own! name, 


and thoſe of her parents, but even any 


name or word which was given her. 
In ſhort, ſhe was a little phenomenon, 
beloved by all who knew her, but eſ- 
pecially by Mrs. Birch, who, without 
ſpoiling her by a miſtaken indulgence, 
idoliſed her. We ſhall leave this amia- 
ble child for a while, perfectly happy, 
and improving in every thing that was 
taught her, and turn our view to her 
unfortunate father. That afflicted gen- 
tleman, had no ſooner eroſſed the ſea 
than he wrote both to Dr. Worthy 
and Mrs. Birch for intelligence of his 
little Louida, ſtopping at ſeveral places. 
long enough. to receive their anſwers, 
which were always ſuch, as his.moſt; 

| „ ſanguine 


1 


ſanguine hopes could have entertained 
both as to her health, and the im- 


provement of her underſtanding. — 
Such welcome tidings of his beloved 
child reſtored him in a very ſhort time, 


to his wonted health, and ſtrength, 
but not to his accuſtomed chearfulneſs 


and vivacity. He arrived ſafe at Ma- 


urid, and inſtantly ſet about the buſi- 
neſs he was intruſted with. It was a 
tedious affair, which, to all appearance, 


would detain him above a twelve- 


month. However as he had the ſatiſ- 


faction to receive, by every mail which 


arrived from England, good news 


from his darling daughter; and at the 


latter end of his ſtay there, letters 


_ written by herſelf, which, though con- 


taining but three or four lines, were 
of her own inditing, as Dr. Worthy 


aſſured him upon his honour, and 
were really extraordinary for ſo young 
a child. This hiked our amiable Cap- 
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tain Rivers with a joy his heart had 


been long a ſtranger to, and made his 
ſtay leſs irkſome than it would have 
been elſe. — He enjoyed, beſides, a 
princely income, far ſuperior to his 


expences; living nevertheleſs in a ſtile. 


ſuitable to his birth, his benevolence 
of heart, and to the dignity of his 


commiſſion. He took great care to 
lodge every now and then pretty large 
ſums of money in the banker's hands, 


beſides ſending now and then a fifty 
pound note to Mrs. Birch for the edu- 
cation of his child; and propoſed, on 
his return to England, to take his 


daughter, and ſettle with her in ſome 
part of South Wales, where, with the 


ſurplus of his income which he had 


ſaved, he ſhould be enabled to purchaſe: 


a ſmall eſtate, which he would culti-. 
vate as he had done that in Ireland, 


and dared to promiſe himſelf many 
worn hours yet with his beloved, 
daughter. 
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daughter. But how fallacious is hope! 


our worthy Rivers' cup of affliction 
had been full, but had not yet run 


over; and there was one ſtroke reſerv- 


ed for him yet, which cruſhed him ſo 


effectually as not to leave him the leaſt 


ray of hope of ever riſing from under 
it. Full eighteen months had he paſſ- 
ed in Spain before he eould accompliſh 


the affair which had brought him thi- 


ther, which having at laſt finiſhed 


with honour to himſelf, fatis faction to 


his employer, and for which he was 
rewarded, by his Catholic Majeſty in 
a manner becoming a prince. There 
were however yet a few punctillios to. 


to be ſettled with the governor of Gib- 


raltar, for which place he ſet ſail, 


baving previouſly ſent notice of his 
final departure from Madrid to his 
darling daughter and Dr. Worthy, in- 


timating at the ſame time, that if no- 
thing extraordinary intervened he rec- 


koned 


3 

5 

* 
| 
2] 
22 
Ke 


4 a 1 


koned to be in Ireland in three months 


at fartheſt, How pleaſing the ideas 


with which Captain Rivers entertained 


himſelf, thinking ſo ſoon to behold 
his child! what projects did he not 


form with regard to her future educa- 
tion, and what plans did he not lay 


down, as the moſt permanent to his 
and his daughter's: filicity, when an 
uncommon noiſe upon the deck diſ- 
turbed thoſe pleaſing meditations. On 
inquiring into the cauſe, he under- 
ſtood the veſſel was chaſed by one of a 
much greater magnitude, and as near 


as they could obſerve by the help of 
their glaſs, they apprehended it to be 


an Algerine corſair. Captain Rivers, 
not leſs brave than great in any other 
virtue, aſſiſted the maſter and men, 
both in crouding their fail, in caſe 
they could eſcape, and 'hikewiſe in 
getting in readineſs their defenſive and: 
offenſive weapons. and armour, left 
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akiy ſhould be conſtrained to come to 


an engagement, which was actually 


the caſe. But the Algerine having 


near three times the number of men 


on board to that of our Europeans, 
they were ſoon overpowered, after a 
moſt bloody and obſtinate fight, in 
which almoſt every European was 
either killed or mortally wounded, 
except Captain Rivers, and four or 


five common men. 


Moroſo (that being the name 0 the 


Algerine commander) no ſooner ſaw 
himſelf victorious, than, enraged at 
Captain Rivers“ bravery, which he 


called bloody obſtinacy, there being 
many Moors killed, was for ſtabbing 
him to the heart, in order to be re- 


venged on him. But one of his offi- 
cers, more cruel than himſelf, adviſed 


Moroſo not to kill him, that being 
too much lenity, as that would im- 
ner put an ay to his ſufferings, 

but 


1 
bag to let him live till pain, weak 4 
hunger, and thirſt; ſhould deſtroy 


him. This inhuman counſel Moroſo 


followed with pleaſure; and our miſe- 
rable and brave Rivers was thrown 
into a hole ſcarcely big enough to 


contain him, pierced with wounds, 
and weltering in his blood. It was 


well for him that he was not then 


ſenſible of this barbarity; for being 
exhauſted with loſs of blood, fatigue, 


and pain, he had fallen into a ſwoon 
a few minutes before the tyrant had 
iſſued thoſe orders. But too ſoon did 


he recover his reaſon, to be certain 


he was the moſt miſerable wretch 
upon earth. He called upon his Ma- 


ker to deprive him of that exiſtence 


he was unable any longer to ſupport. 


He prayed for his dear child, to afford 
her that protection ever granted to the 


fatherleſs and the innocent; but, alas! 4 


his hour was not yet come. 
In 
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In the mean time Moroſo and his 
inhuman companions recollecting the 
bravery of Captain Rivers, his gene- 
rolity even to them his enemies, hav- 
ing aRed at the beginning of the com- 
bat more upon the defenſive than the 
offenſive, his noble mein, his hand- 
ſome figure, began to regret that they 

had not uſed means to have ſaved his 
life, as they might have ſold him for 
a conſiderable ſum of money at their 
arrival in Algiers. Avarice inſtantly 
ſupplying the place of humanity, 

Moroſo gave orders to his ſurgeons, 

that, if yet alive, he ſhould be put 

into a decent bed, have his wounds 

drefled, and all imaginable care taken 3 
of him, which was immediately com- 
plied with; though Captain Rivers 

felt it with regret, he having flattered 
himſelf with not having many hours 
to live, and the trial of being reſtored 
to it would only prolong his miſeries 
5 | and 
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and calamities. His wounds however, 
to the aſtoniſhment of the ſurgeons, 


and Moroſo himſelf, proved not mor- 


tal; but the exceſs of blood he had 
loſt had left him in ſo weak a ſtate, 
that his life was more than once deſ- 


1 | paired of; Wannen which he 


recovered. 


During his illneſs he had et 


1 ſome of the Turkiſh words, and the 


firſt uſe he made of them was, to beg 
pen, ink, and paper, his intention be- 
ing to write both to Dr. Worthy, the 


nobleman his patron, and likewiſe to 


his many friends in Madrid, as he had 
lodged near two thouſand pounds. in 
their hands which would have been 
ſufficient to redeem him if the Turks 
ſhould be willing to accept of rhat for 
his ranſom, But this was abſolutely 
refuſed him; Moroſo threatened in- 
{tant torture and death to any one who 
ſhould provide him with them, The 
| reaſon 


| „ 
reaſon this barbarian could not in this 
ſatisfy his avarice, by obtaining a 
much larger ranſom than the ſale of 
him could poſſibly procure, was, this 
being a national concern, and the Dey 
not being then at war with either the 
Engliſh or Spaniſh nations, he dreaded 
his anger; and though many Euro- 
pean captives were made, yet they 
were in a manner ſmuggled, and diſ- 
poſed of in a private manner. From 
hence, then, proceeded this obſtinate 
refuſal to Captain Rivers“ earneſt and 
ſo- much - deſired requeſt, When they 
arrived at Algiers, he was conducted 
to Moroſo's houſe in a litter, chained, | 
he not being in a ſituation to walk ; | 
the ſame care was taken of him, to | 
reſtore him to health, as when on 
board the Moor's ſhip, . which was at 
laſt, through providence, effected. 
As ſoon as Moroſo ſaw him in a con- 
_ fit for ſale, he ordered his 
 Ulaves 
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ſlaves to nf him properly, and chain 
his neck, hands, and feet, and put 
him into a carriage, where, having 
placed himſelf beſide him, they drove 
off at midnight to the houſe of Eben 


1 4 


Ali, a rich Turkith planter, and friend 


of Moroſo, their diſpoſition being ex- 
ackly alike as to cruelty, avarice, and 
deſpotiſm. The moment the Turk 
appeared, the diſconſolate Captain Ri- 
vers, finding that ſlavery muſt now 
at laſt be his doom, he addreſſed him- 


ſelf both to him and Moroſo, and in 


the beſt manner he was able to expreſs 
himſelf in their language, beſought 
them to permit his writing to England 
for money to redeem him; that till 
the. money arrived, he would be con- 
tented to wear their chains and be 
their ſlave. That in the mean time 
he would earn his food, by drawing of 
plans for pleaſure houſes, and ſummer 
houſes, in which they delighted, and 

inſtruct 
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gliſh manner of laying out gardens, 
pParterres, &c. But at this both the 
barbarians laughed; and lifting up 
their ſticks, as if to ſtrike him, told 
him in a peremptory manner, that 
ſince he poſſeſſed theſe talents, he 
ſhould” be conſtrained to uſe them 
without his writing to England, 
which, if ever he attempted to put in 
execution, not death, but lingring 
tortures awaited him. 


, exclaimed Captain Rivers; and lifting 
up his hands to heaven, © Father of 


£. done.” 


flave called Fatima, whom he had 
married but a few days before, who had 
great aſcendancy over her huſband, 
and having heard of this new captive, 


Was 


inſtruct * fellow flaves in the En- 


Then, barbarians, doyourworſt!” l 


. & Mercies,” nn os « . be | 


Eben Ali had a favourite female 


requeſted the might ſce him before he 


L % JJ 
was conducted to Tuniſma, which was | 
forty miles from Algiers, and fixed 
on as the ſpot were Captain Rivers 
was to be baniſhed, in order to work 
ſeveral acres of hitherto-uncultivated 
ground, and render it a terreſtrial para- 
diſe. Her requeſt was granted, and 
our amiable Captain was conducted to 
her—the was unveiled —Moroſo being 
an intimate friend of her huſband's, 
had frequently ſeen her face uncover- 
ed. Captain Rivers, however, was 
ſtruck with the humanity, candour, 
and benevolence of her aſpect. Fati- 
ma looked upon him with an eye of 
compaſſion, and fhook her head at 
the ſame time, as if to lament her in- 
capacity of relieving him. Eben Ali 
perceiviag the emotion of his wife at 
the ſight of the Captain, immediately 
ordered him to follow Moroſo and him 
out of the room, which, after bowing 
enn to * the obeyed. 
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Captain Rivers was not a little pleaſed 
with the impreſſion his ſorrows had 
made on the mind of Fatima; and the 
more ſo, as ſhe had returned his com- 
pliment on his leaving the room, with 
a look of inexpreſſible goodneſs and 
pity; and as the unfortunate ever lay 
hold of the leaſt glimpſe of hope, ſo 
he in the midſt of his miſeries con- 
ceived an idea, that through means of 
this woman he might perhaps be fur- 


-niſhed with the materials for writing 


to his friends; but, alas! his hope 
again deluded him; and Eben Ali, 
exceedingly jealous of Fatima, put it 
out of her power to aſſiſt the Captain 
(which the undoubtedly would have 
done, ) by ſending him off that very 
night with ſome more ſlaves, heavily 
chained and ee Sar for 
Tuniſma. . | 9150 


Now were gur * Captain! 8 
i forrows | regs: 3 no proſpect .of 
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cape, the walls of this encloſure being 
immenſely high, and ſurrounded on 
the other ſide by water. No friendly 
companion to whom he might unbur- 
den his load of grief; and though all 


there were ſlaves like himſelf, yet 


chiefly conſiſting of that order of beings 
which differ only in ſhape from brutes, 
From their a outrageous behaviour, 
ſwearing, 5 quarrelling, and fighting 
with each other, which was ſeverely 


puniſhed by their overſeers, whom ty- 


ranny had made their ſuperiors. Nor 
was there one European among thoſe 
wretches, they being for the moſt 9 
Turks and Moors. 

Now he was truly witacheds He 


would often cry out, when looking 


round among his fellow ſlaves, Why 


* am I more miſerable: than thoſe 


% who partake of the ſame fate with 

me !- Are they not all creatures, 

like myſelf, of the _ Creator ? 
Vox. I. 3 


1% 
They too, perhaps, may have 


4 children to lament as well as 1 


Vet at times they ſeem happy, and 
< enjoy reſt after their labour; where- 


as lam devoured with grief, which 


4 deſtroys me like a canker worm— 


4“ Sleep refuſes to viſit my eyelids, 


« and my miſerable food is taſteleſs to 
40 me The weight of my chains bears 
i me down and exhauſts my ſtrength 
« —Oh! ſlavery,” would he fre- 
quently cry out, with Sterne, '« Sla- 
« very! what a bitter cup thou art, 
„ though thouſands have been made 
44 to drink of thee, thou art no leſs 
4 bitter on that account. Oh! Lou- 
* iſa, dearly. beloved child, where 


„ art thou? doſt thou think on thy 3 
* unhappy father? — But what avails 


4 it thee: to think of him, ſince he is 
40 loſt to thee for ever. Could J but 
40 write to thee, and receive thy an- 
E ſwers, 1 it yo mitigate my ſuffer- 

_ | 3 ings, 
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« ings, and perhaps end them — and 
„ though Heaven firſt taught letters 
for the wretehes' aid, yet that aid is 
40 denied me.— Vet will 1 hope thou 
% art Heaven's care, thou ſweet infant, 
6 for thy father cannot protect thee.” 
Thus did this unfortunate man la- 

ment for months and years, till Reli- 
gion, Reaſon, and that reconciler 
Time, brought him to bear his un- 

parallelled misfortunes with more pa- 
tience; relying on that all- powerful 
hand, which, as it had filled his eyes 
with tears, would likewiſe, if it ſeem- 
ed good to him, wipe off thoſe tears, 
and turn his ſorrow into gladneſs. 
Nere let us leave this truly amiable 
man, reſigned to his fate, and conſo- 
led with the hopes of a better here- 
after, and turn our views to Miſs Ri- 
vers, who we left to the care of the 
good Mrs. Birch. —In due time the 
Cn s letters which had announ- 
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ced his intended return from Madrid 
to Ireland, were received. His daugh- 
ter, Dr. Worthy, and Mrs. Birch, 
knew no bounds to their joy at theſe 
gladful tidings — But, alas! that joy 
and ſatisfaQtion decreaſed, as week af. 
ter week, and, at laſt, whole months 
elapſed, after the period was paſſed at 


which they had promiſed themſelves | 


the happineſs of ſeeing the Captain. 
Dr. Worthy wrote to the nobleman, 
he whom Captain Rivers had been 
employed in Spain; but he at the im- 
mediate concluſion of that tran ſaction, 
Had left Ireland and was gone to Italy. 
Full three months paſſed before: the 
Doctor had an anſwer to his letter; 
and that anſwer only augmented his 


* ſorrow, as that nobleman was as much 


affected and ſurpriſed at the abſence 
and filence of the Captain, who he 


truly eſteemed and reſpected, as Dr. 1 


Worthy himſelf could be. 


Nothing 1 
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Nothing that could be done was 
omitted to gain intelligence about the 
unfortunate Captain; but all inquiries 
and every reſearch proved fruitleſs. 

Four years were now paſſed ſince 
Captain Rivers had left Ireland, two 
years and a half of which Mrs. Birch 
had not received any remittance to- 
wards the maintenance of Miſs Rivers; 
but that good woman, ſenſible of the 
ſums of money the Captain had at ſe- 
veral times ſent her, thought herſelf 
overpayed by ſuch uncommon gene- 
rofity ; and as ſhe loved Louiſa as well 
as ſhe did her own children, it would 
have broken her heart had ſhe been con- 
ſtrained to part with her to any one, 
the Captain excepted, or thoſe who 


had his orders to take the child from 
Her. Not fo her huſband, who being 


a ſordid, covetous fellow, and ſeeing 
no money come in on Louiſa's account, 


teized his wife day and night to ſend 


1 0 


„ 
her to the pariſh workhouſe; alledging 
It excuſe for his brutality and avarice, 
that having now: three children of 
their own, it behoved them to take 
care of them, and not let ſtrangers eat 
that bread which was alone their right: 
but Mrs. Birch would have ſooner 
left her own family, whom ſhe was 


ſure her huſband would take care of, 


and gone a begging with Louiſa, be- 
fore ſhe would have been guilty of 
ſuch a breach of truſt, and ſ6 inhuman 
an action. Seeing, then, he could 
not prevail with his wife to part from 
Her, he began to vent his ſpleen and 
maliee on the unfortunate child, by 
treating her at firſt with contempt, 
and afterwards with ane in- 
ſolence. 


Miſs Rivers, though then but eiche 
years old, was poſſeſſed of an under- 


ſtanding far above her age; and the 
delicacy of her ſentiments was ſo ex- 


quiſite, 


— — — — A wp A __ 


* 


=. 


a & A. A 


«Ka * 


* , 


12 


s 
quiſite, that om ſeeing herſelf ll treat 


ed, and being conſcious at the ſame 


time of not having deſerved it, it 
would droww her almoſt in tears; yet 


her love for Mrs. Birch was ſo great, 
that ſhe irevet uttered- the leaſb com- 
plaint againſt the brutality of her huſ- 
band, being but too ſenſible how-muchy. 
it would hurt the good woman to fee: 
her afflicted: ſhe therefore paſſed 
many hours by herſelf in her cham - 

ber weeping, where Mrs. Birch fre- 


quently ſurpriſed her in that mournful 
ſituation ; and, on being aſked the 


cauſe of her affliction, ſhe would en- 


deavour to ſmile, fall on her neck, 
and anſwer, My dear Mrs. Birch, 
4 have J not cauſe to be N 
EI fear I ſhall never hear from my 


© papa.” — This worthy woman knew 
at the fame time very well that Miſs 
Rivers” grief was as much on account 
of her huſband's unkindneſs as on her 
pt I 4 father's. 


* J 
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her a direct anſwer, for fear of giving 
her more uneaſineſs than ſhe daily mer. - 


with already. What added ſtill more 


to their mutual grief was, that Miſs - 
Rivers had for ſeveral: ſucceſſive weeks 
been prevented from paying her accuſ- 
tomed viſits. to Dr. Worthy, owing. 
to a ſeyere illneſs: that good man was 


oppreſſod with, and m_—_ at laſt ber- 


minated with his death. 
' Louiſa was for ſome vide 1 


able for the loſs of her ſecond father, 
as ſhe uſed to call him, and ſuch in 
reality he had always proved to her, 
by inſtructing and improving her un- 
derſtanding and talents; which he 
took the more delight in, as he had 
never met with an inſtance where they 


were more conſpicuous, ſtrong, or 
clear, in ſo Joung: a Ps as Miſs: 
Ravers. 


father's ſilence, and was but too ſen-⸗ 
ſible this lovely child evaded giving 
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Birch's : 


. 
Birch's ill humour ſince the deatly 
of Dr. Worthy, (of whom he had 
Rood: in ſome awe) towards Miſs Ri- 
vers, became ſo violent, that he almoſt 
frightened the poor child to death, 
who, though extremely ſubmiſſive to 
him, yet was never ſervile. Mrs. 
Birch's diſtreſs was greatly augmen- 
ted by the difficulties ſhe had to ſur- 
mount, in finding a proper perſon 
whom ſhe could truſt, where this un- 
happy child. could ſpend five or ſix 
hours in the day, to avoid the bruta- 
ty and even: tyranny of Birch. For 
Dr. Worthy dying a widower, without 
any family, and his. ſucceſſor being 
not only a batchelor, but likewiſe a 
very young man, and of courſe no 
proper companion for the young lady,. 


who ſhe was: apprehenſive would ſoon 
loſe her health, ill. uſage and melan- 
choly uſurping her bloom, demon- 
rated but too plainly the ſenſibility 
„„ 1 Ly | of | 


„„ 
of Her heart, and her inadequate 
ſtrength to ſupport it. 


She had a female neighbour, a 


French proteſtant, about thirty years 
of age, of a good appearance, chearful 
diſpoſition, good morals, and an ex- 
celtent character; ſhe: had likewiſe a 
very good underftanding, and was ex= 
ceedingly ingenious in making artifi- 
eial flowers, embroidery on either ſilk 
or gauze, and was a perfect milliner. 
Poſſeſſed of thoſe talents, ſhe earned 
a very genteel livelihood by working 
for: the ſhops in Dublin ;. but the air. 
of that capital not agreeing with her, 
ſhe preferred living in the country. 
The late Mrs: Rivers uſed to admire 
her, and frequently had ſtepped into 
her ſhop to buy ſome trifle or other, 
as her own talent lay that way; and: 
when ſhort of either gold or ſilver 


flk, twiſt, &c. Mademoiſelle Doucette 


always provided her with thoſe articles 


to 
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to her utmoſt ſatis faction; and al- 
though Mrs. Birch often paſſed. an 
hour with Mademoiſelle at the time 
Miſs Rivers was with Dr, Worthy. 
yet, ſince that good man. died, ſhe 
ſcarce ever had ſeen her, not thinking. 
it proper a. young lady of Mifs Rivers 
rank ſhould viſit a milliner;. But the 
poor woman, almoſt drove to de- 
ſpair at the melancholy of Louiſa, in 
order to divert her 9- if poſſible, with 
the ſight of ſome curious work in fea - 
thers, took her one afternoon to Ma- 
demoiſelle Davcette's, who received 


her neighbour with friendſhip, and 


the young lady with all imaginable 
reſpect, who, on her ſide, behaved 
with ſuch an amiable affability, 
quits won Mademoiſelle's heart. 
Louiſa at firſt had ſome. difficulty 
to underſtand her, as ſhe ſpoke the 
aglich language but very indifferent». 


*. and her modeſty would not permit 


L% = hex: 
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| her to tell Mademoiſelle ſhe auderfhbad: 


French; however by paying a ſtrict 


attention to every word, ſhe perfectly 
knew her meaning, though . 


ced in broken Engliſh. 


Mrs. Birch ever ready to ler the 
talents of her lovely charge, told Ma- 


demoiſelle ſhe was as well verſed in the 


French language as if a native of that 


eountry, for ſo the good woman im- 


plicitly believed, from having often 


heard her converſe in French with Dr. 


Worthy: and certain it ĩs ſhe expreſſed 


Herſelf admirably well, but was. far 
from being perfect in it. Mademoi- 


ſelle hereupon redoubled her civilities, 


and ſhewed her all the curioſities in her 
op, with which Miſs Rivers was ſo 


much delighted, (as agreeing with hes 
innate tendency to the delicate female 
employments of embroidery and pain- 
ting) that ſhe entreated Mademoiſelle 
to give her . to viſit her again the 
next 


„„ 181 ] 
next day, if Mrs. Birch had no objec= 
tion. This requeſt was immediately 
granted, with every mark of apparent 
ſatisfaction and contentment at ſo 
great an honour, and Mrs. Birch was 
ſo overjoyed at ſeeing Miſs Rivers ſo 
well pleaſed with her new acquain- 
tance, as to propoſe, of her own accord, 
a ſecond viſit, that ſhe took an oppor- 
tunity, whilſt Louiſa was admiring a 
garland of flowers, to take Mademoi- 
felle Doucette a little aſide, and in- 
formed her of the ill ufage that ſweet 
young hdy ſuffered daily from her 
huſband, and added, that ſhe fhould 
think herſelf extremely happy if ſhe 
would let her dear child paſs, now and 
then, an hour or two with her. An 
hour or two!“ replied Mademoi- 
ſelle, all day long if ſhe pleaſes; 
% every day, every hour; and I ſhall 
« think myſelf highly honoured.” 
| RE - The 
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1 | 
The good Mrs. Birch wept for joy at 
thoſe words, and thanking her in the 
moſt affectionate manner, gave her 
ſome farther account of the unkind- 
neſs of her huſband, and as his charac« 
ter was ſufficiently known in the 
neighbourhood, ſhe did not think it a 
breach of conjugal duty to expoſe his. 
faults herſelf, in onder bo oſs: —_. 
Rivers. dt 
Phi plan ſettled, 85 yourig: $i 
repaired the next day to her friendly. 
MademoiſeHe Doucette, of whom the: 
became fo fond in proceſs. of time, 
that, next to her fatlier and Mrs. Birch, 
ſhe loved her above all perſons on earth. 
The remembrance of that father would 
| often. draw tears from her eyes; and 
her young boſom frequently heaved 
with fighs: at the uncertainty. of- his. 
fate, and whether ſtie ſhould ever be 
o happy as to behold him again. 
Mademotz 


- Mademoidelle, a loved her with 
the tenderneſs of a mother, uſed all 
the endearments in her power to con- 
ſole and comfort her; and generally 
ſucceeded; aſſuring her that ſhe would 
ever be a mother to her ſhould Mrs. 
Birch be compelled to give her up. 
They ſoon. became in ſeparable, Lou- 
iſa having no other home than the 
| houſe of Mademoiſelle; who, in their 
turn, received all the: friendly little 
offices Miſs Rivers had in her power to 
beſtow, ſuch as keeping her accounts, 
as her friend (who like many of her 
countrywomen,. not having received a 
| liberal elucation) was a very bad 
ſcribe; making out her bills, and 
writing to her cuſtomers, which Birch 
uſed to be employed in, but had refu- 
fed it of late through fordid:avarice,. as 
he was. never ſatisfied with the rẽcom- 
pence he received in return. Loviſa 
was an excellent little penwoman; and 

ore " 
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having lingered but a few days, du- 
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being thus engaged, mbroved herſelf 
in writing prodigioufly. 

Another advantage ſhe ien by 
being with Mademoiſelle, was, her 
becoming perfect miſtreſs of the French 


language. She uſed to read the beſt . 
French authors to her friend. She be- 


came likewiſe a proficient in drawing 


and painting on ſilk, and in all exqui- 


fite needlework, in which ſhe often 
aſſiſted her friend; who frequently 
would cry out in raptures, that ſhe 
not only excelled her, as that was 
eafily accompliſhed, but every young 


| perſon the he had in her time employ- 


ed in the ſame branch of work: thus: 
did this amiable child paſs away her 
early days in induſtry and innocence, 
happy in giving and receiving ſatisfac- 


tion, when an unexpected event had 


nigh brought her to her grave: this 
was the death of Mrs. Birch, who 


ring: 
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ring which Louiſa attended her with 
the moſt tender and dutiful affection, 
and received from that good woman 
but a few hours before ſhe died, all 
the letters Captain Rivers had writ- 
ten to her during his ſtay in Spain, as 
likewiſe the common prayer book and 


minature portaits before mentioned, 


exhorting her at the ſame time with all 
the earneſtneſs ſhe was ſtill capable of, 
never to part with either of them ac- 


cording to her father's injunctions; 
and having embraced the almoſt-life- 


leſs Louiſa, who ſtood by her bed ſide, . 
recommended her in the moſt heart». 
rending terms, to the care of Made- 


moiſelle, (who always accompanied. 
Miſs Rivers) beſought her to act a 


mother's part by her, for which no 


doubt ſhe would be rewarded with 5 
everlaſting happineſs. Mademoiſelle, 
almoſt drowned in tears, promiſed the 


IAC? Mrs, Birch whatever ſhe. requeſ- 


ted. 
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ted. © Then Tthall depart in peace,” * 
replied ſhe. And having once more 
embraced her dear young lady, and 


affectionately taken leave of Mademoi- 
ſelle, begged her to return home with 


Miſs Rivers, as ſhe withed to paſs the 


few moments which were allotred' her; 


with her huſband and children . with 


which ſhe complied, though the young 


lady followed her with the ne 


reluctance. [ 


Arriving at their oa Mademei- 5 


ſelle expected Miſs Rivers to have ſhed 
a torrent of tears; but, to her utmoſt 


amazement, ſhe did hot ſhed one, 
grief had taken too deep a root in her 
tender breaft to effect a relief by 


Weeping. 

As the was all 8 and had 
loved Mrs. Birch with an unfeigned 
affection, it was not at all ſurprifing 


that the inevitable los of that good 
woman (who died that evening) affec- 


ted 
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e 
ted ber in the above manner. She 
ſtood motionleſs, gave incoherent an- 
ſcwers to all her friend aſked of her, 


or ſaid to her; and before night ſne 
was in a violent fever, though not de- 
lirious. Mademoiſelle, almoſt diſtrac- 
ted, had the beſt phyſician from Dub- 
lin to attend her and took herſelf all 


imaginable care of this beloved child. 
Full three weeks was ſhe in this 


fluctuating ſtate between life and death. 
When at laſt her youth, and the 


ſtrength of her conſtitution got the 
better of all the ſkill the faculty had 


practiſed on her, and a vehement flood 


of tears, which her friend did not try 
to ſtop, relieved her from the moſt 
alarming ſtate it was poſſible to have 
been in. After having wept for a con- 
ſiderable time, ſhe took Mademoiſelle's 
hand, preſſing it tenderly between hers, 


entreated her to grant her a requeſt; 


which her friend promiſed her to com- 
5 1 
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ſeldom began the ſubject, yet ſhe ſhew- 
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ply; with on naming it. Todolge 
„ me, my dear Madam,” ſaid ſhe, 


E in ſpeaking often to me, and hear- 


ing me ſpeak of the worthy de- 


cc parted Mrs. 5 Birch. | And. do not 8 


6 apprehend that the ſubject can 
« be at any time detrimental to my 


recovery: on the contrary, it will 


« afford me a ſatisfaction which will 
6. reinſtate me in my former health, 
« to have the liberty to mention all 


| « the virtues and all the good qualities 
« of that (next my own) more than 


mother to me, while in her power: 
«. do not deprive me of the only 
* mark of gratitude that is now left 
«© me, by repeating her perfections, 
% and leave me to ſmother melancho- 
& ly, which will engender more, by 
«© being reſtrained. . Mademoiſelle 
granted her with pleaſure. this affec- 
tionate requeſt 3 and although ſhe 


ed 
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ed herſelf always forward in ſupport- 
ing the praiſes of the deceaſed when- 
ever Miſs Rivers mentioned her. 

A very few weeks more reſtored our 
little heroine! to perfect health, who 
was more beautiful than ever. What 
contributed greatly to the increaſe of 
her beauty and the ſerenity of her 
looks, was the ſatis faction ſhe enjoyed 
of being now of eſſential ſervice to 
Mademoiſelle Doucette, who for ſome 
months had been afflicted, at times, 
with a numbneſs in her right hand 
and arm, which, while it laſted, ren- 
dered her totally incapable of either 
uſing her pencil or her needle; and 
though a free circulation of the blood 
every now and then took place, yet it 
left ſuch a weakneſs in the part affe&- 
ed, that ſhe could make but very little 
vſe of her band. Louiſa, though ex- 
tremely ſorry. at her friend's mis for- 
| "_-_ Jet thought. herſelf happy to 


have 
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have an opportunity. of ſhewing her 
. gratitude, for the unparallelled proofs 
of kindneſs ſhe had, and daily did, re- 
cCeive from her, by taking the bufineſs 
entirely upon herſelf, leſt a ceflation 


of it might hereafter have proved Pre- 


judicial to her friend. And though 

ſhe acquitted herſelf in it with all the 
correctneſs and exactitude imaginable, 
yet her friend lamented much to ſee 
her beſtow ſo many hours upon her 


needle, who formerly -uſed to be em- 


ployed in cultivating. her underſtand- 


ing by books and the pen; for though 


ſhe had read to her, yet the remarks 
Louiſa uſed to make, and the inferen- 
ces drawn from what ſhe did read, 


could not be ſet down by any pen but 


her own. During Mademoiſelle's pe- 
riodical incapacity for work, and while 
Louiſa was labour ing all day to ſup- | 
port her friend in the decent ſituation 
the. had been ——_—_— to, though 


ſhe 


the was never 1 in be ſhop, Made- 


meiſelle always made her appearance 
there herſelf, a foreigner happened to 


| Nap for ſome days in the village wait- 


ing the return of his ſervant, whowas 


to finiſh ſome buſineſs for him in the 


North of Ireland previous to his de- 
parture for Paris. He lodged in the 
beſt public houſe there; Was au Italian, 
about fifty years of age, a man of ſenſe, 
agreeable in his manner, eminent in 

his profeſſion as a muſician, which 
had enabled him to accumulate a very 


genteel fortune, which he intended to 


enjoy at Paris, where he propoſed to 
reſide. As he ſpoke broken Engliſh, 


the landlord, in common with many 


of the lower claſs, who i imagine all fo- 


reigners to be French, took bim-like- 


. wiſe, for a. natiye of that kingdom; and 


Waiting on his gueſt at ſupper, and 


willing to pleaſe, informed him that 
4 caquntry woman of his lived in the 
EU LY _ fame 
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0 village, and not very far from lis 


© own houſe, Signor Pianelli (that be- 


ing the ltalian's name) aſked his land- 


lord after her name, who immediately 


informed him of it, and added, that 
ſhe was as handſome and worthy a 
woman as any in Dublin, yea, he 
might ſay, in all Ireland. Signor Pia- 


nelli imagined, from the name of Dou- 
cette, that the lady muſt be French, 


(for it was her whom the landlord had 


given ſo good - natured a deſcription 


of,) and was not a little rejoiced at the 
intelligence. Having always much 


reſpected the ſex, he thought it would 


be no ſmall acquiſition could he be 


happy enough to meet with an agree - 


able modeſt female, with whom he 
might paſs an hour now and then in 


| chearful converſation, as it would con- 
derably abridge the time (in appea- 


rance) he was to wait for his ſervant. 
e he Was * maſter of the 
"Ns 
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F. rench language, he the next mor- 
ning wrote a very polite note to Made- 
moiſelle, entreating her permiſhon to 
wait on her that afternoon, Made- 
moiſelle was not only very well ac- 
quainted with the name and uncom- 
mon talents of the writer, but likewiſe 
with his perſon, having frequently 
ſeen him in Paris, knew his character 
perfectly well, but had never been in 
his company. She therefore in return 
ſent him a civil anſwer Sranting him 
his requeſt. 

No ſooner did Signor Pianelli make 
his appearance before Mademoiſelle 
than he recollected the having ſeen her 
often in Paris, either in the public 

walks of the Thuilleries, the Luxem- 
bourgh, &c. which in a few moments 
made them converſe together with all 
: the eaſe and familiarity of old acquain- 
tances. They diſcourſed on ſeveral 
ſubjeQs, and Miſs _— who for the 
Vor. I. — moſt 
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| molt part, remained ſilent, eaſily per- 
ceived him to be a man of very good | 


"ſenſe. She was delighted with his ex- 
Preſſions, and the propriety and ele- 
gance of his terms which were un- 
ſtudied, and delivered with eaſe, — 

" Mademoiſelle was not leſs pleaſed with 
her viſitor 3 and Signor Pianelli was 
"the beſt ſatisfied of the three. He 
found with pleaſure that his honeſt 
© Landlord had not in the leaſt exagge- 


rated in his encomiums on Mademoi— 


ſelle. He thought her perſon pleaſing, 
her underſtanding rational, and her 
difpoſition chearful, and good tem · 
pered. It was not to be wondered 
then, that he ſhould ſue for a repeti- 


| tion of the favour he had received that 


day; and having obtained it, he never 


miſſed a day without paying his rel- 
| pects to the ladies, even after his ſer- 
vant was returned, and there remained 


& 
| no 


te 
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no obſtacle to prevent his purſuing þ his 


journey into France. 


As he. admired Mil Rivers prodi- 


giouſly „as well for her beautiful per- 


ſon as for all the excellent qualities 


ſhe was poſſeſſed of, Mademoiſelle i in · 
formed: him of! her rank, and unfortu- 
nate ſituation; which made him treat 


her with infinite reſpect and attention, 


and beſtowed ſeveral handſome com- 
pliments on Mademoiſelle for her be- 


nevolence and goodneſs of heart in 


thus protecting that diſtreſſed young 
lady. 


This generous proceeding of hers 


towards Miſs Rivers increaſed the af- 
fection he had already conceived for 
her 1 to ſuch a degree, that he was de- 

termined to make Mademoiſelle an 
| offer, of his hand, aſſuring ber withal 


that Miſs Rivers ſhould. continue to 


i live with them, if agrecable to the 


. Young. lady if not, that he would 
1 . place 


4 
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place hell; in Whatever {ſchool © or con- 
vent ſhe ſhould chuſe, as an aſylum, 
where he would maintain her accord- 
ing to her rank and family: thou 
he ſhould eſteem himſelf happy if 12 
would honour his houſe with her 
company. Mademoiſelle not expeCt- 
ing ſuch a propoſal, deſired he would 
allow her time to conſider of an an- 
ſwer, which was granted. | 
No ſooner was ſhe alone with Miſs 
| Rivers, from whom ſhe hid no ſecrets, 
than ſhe acquainted her with this cir- 
cumſtance, and begged her opinion 
and advice. Louiſa being now four- 
teen years of age, and of great diſcern- 
ment, ſaw nothing in this propoſal 
but what greatly tended to the advan- 
tage of her friend, whoſe | incapacity 


for work increaſed daily, and who 


was certainly deſerving, (as ſhe was 
not now in the bloom of youth) the 
ecaſy and comfortable fituation now 
offered 
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offered, her ; 1. ſhe therefore ited her 
to make ſome i inquiries firſt about sig 
nor Pianelli“ 8 connections and manner 
of living in Paris, which might be 

eaſily e by ity.) to fome 5 
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band. That for her part, "the ſhould 
be miſerable to loſe her, being attach- 
ed to her from gratitude and the moſt. 
tender affection; the therefore pre- 
ferred, ſhould the marriage take place, 
to accompany her wherever ſhe 
weut, rather than board i in an; ſchool : 
or convent whatever: : and though the 
was highly ſenſible of Signor Pianelli 8 
generous | behaviour, by leaving 3 it in 
her option which to chuſe, and greatly 
obliged to bim for his willingneſs to 
— for the payment of her board, 
yet ſhe would beg his permiſſion. to 
employ herſelf, when in his houſe. 
N LE 3 with 
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with ſuch kind of work as s would ena- 


* 5 


ble her to provide her with, a pparel, 


though ſhe could not for her entire 
maintenance: 125 for,” added ſhe, « Iſhall 


not care how meanly I am dreſſed, 


10 if but clean ; and happy ſhall T be 
<6 not to be ſeparated from the only 
oo friend 1 have on earth in the perſon 
«. of my dear Mademoiſelle Doucette. 
Should Heaven reſtore my father to 
2. me, and bleſs him with the 1 means 
* of teſtifying his gratitude to you, 
40 the beſt of women, and my only 


<6 friend, he no doubt will amply re- 


„ ward you for; your unlimited bene- 


44 volence towards me. 


Mademoiſelle embraced Pei W 


tears of j joy, on finding that Miſs Ri- 


vers inclinations of continuing, with 


0 her coincided with her OWN, as. their | 
ſeparation would have afflicted her be- . 
yond expreſſi ion. She aſſured her that 


the would make i it 8 the chief point in 
her 


* 
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her articles of marriage with Signer 
Pianelli, her reſiding with them, and 
at the ſame time to be her own miſ- 
treſs, and entirely at liberty to leave: 
them whenever ſhe thought proper, 
ſhould a happier proſpect preſent itfelf. 
Miſs Rivers again thanked her for this N 
laſt proof of her friendſhip, and in a. 
few days after, every thing being ſet- 
tled to the ſatisfaction of all parties, 
Mademoiſelle gave her hand to Signor 
Pianelli, and the day following prepa- 
rations were made for their journey 
| into France. 

Previous to their departure from 
Ireland, Miſs Rivers, however, took. 
the precaution of waiting herſelf on 
the miniſter of the pariſh, who though. 
perfectly acquainted with her hiſtory, 
ſtill ſhe thought it right to give him 
the direction of Signor Pianelli's reſi- 

dende in Paris, that, in caſe any in- 
quiries might be made about her; 


ES which: 
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which ſhe ardently wiſhed for, a line 


might be ſoon forwarded to her there, 
and earneſtly entreated that gentleman 


to make her happy by ſuch an infor- 
mation, which he faithfully promiſed 


to obſerve. bp 


_ Arriving at Signor- PPianelli's houſe 


in Paris, a new ſcene diſplayed itſelf 
to the view of our heroine, who, 
though moſtly acquainted from books, 


with the chief buildings, walks, paint- 


ings, and all other curioſities in Paris, 
yet had never enjoyed ocular proofs 
of what ſhe now heheld. — All was 
grand, noble and magnificent, The 


delight ſhe took in particular in view- 


ing the academy of paintings gave an 
addition to her beauty, ſo that few 
could look upon her without admira- 


tion. A whole month was thus ſpent, 


in Signor Pianelli's regaling his wife 
and Miſs. Rivers, by ſhewing them 
_ thing that was remarkable; 


when 
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when both ladies expreſſed a defire to 
lead a more domeſtic life. ' Louiſa in 
particular wanted 1 to be employed with 
her books and pencil, and Signor Pia- 
nelli having frequently heard her ſing 
when by herſelf, and finding her voice 
muſical, graceful, and ſtrong, engaged 
to teach her muſic, and the Italian 
language. Louiſa's heart was elated 
with joy at this propoſal, not only as 
ſhe ardently wiſhed, from. her thirſt 
for knowledge, to Poſſeſs thoſe ac- 
compliſhments, but as it likewiſe ex- 
empted her from appearing ſo fre- 
quently i in the drawing room, Signor 
Pianelli having an univerſal acquain- 
tance, his houſe being in general the: 
rendezvous. of ſome of the literati, 
lovers of mulic z among whom were 
ſeveral of the nobility, and alſo many. 
in the theatrical line. Such a mixed 
company did not at all ſuit the delicate 
taſte and refined manners of Miſs R Ri- 
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vers ; who, notwithſtanding, whenever = 


ſhe was under the neceſſit ity of appear- 
ing, kept up the dignity of her rank, 

and ſuffered none to approach her, or 
enter into converſation with her, but 
thoſe whoſe morals and principles ſhe 
knew to be ſtrictly virtuous. The 
. ſtudy of muſic and that of the Italian 
language furniſhed her with an excel- 
lent pretext of confining herſelf to her 
apartment. And fo great became her 
love for ſolitude and the improvement 
of her mind, that ſhe was ſcarcely. 
ſeen in company but at meals; where, 
whenever ſhe appeared, ſhe was the 
admiration of the whole aſſembly. —. 
Her beauteous face, her elegant figure, 
and her amiable modeſty, gained her 
the hearts of all who beheld her. Her 
dreſs v was like wife always exceedingly 
genteel; for Signor Pianelli was of 
too liberal a diſpoſition, and too fond 
of his wife, not to allow Her a ſuffici- 
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ency both for her own. and Mi . 7 
vers wardrobe. In about a twelve- 
months time Louiſa played and ſung; 
in ſuch a manner as aſtoniſhed all who- 
heard her. Signor Pianelli averred 
that ſhe excelled every pupil he ever 
had taught in his life. She likewiſe: 
had made great progreſs in her danc- 
ing. For notwithſtanding her repug- 
nance to mixing with the heteroge- 
neous troop, from which her good 
friend, Madame Pianelli, would often 
ſcreen ber, and frequently would form 
ſelect parties on purpoſe to oblige her, 
yet ſhe could not always refuſe Signor 
Pianelli when he entreated her to make 
one in a ball or concert; and her gra- 
titude prompted her, as ſhe was under 
many great obligations to him, to- 
oblige him whenever he requeſted her 
company below; and ſhe rather pre- 
ferred to ſacrifice her own ſatis faction 
and internal repoſe, than to give her 
K 8 benefaQor: 


benefaftor the —_—_— of repent- 
ing his benevolence to her. The con- 
ſequence of her joining in thoſe public 
amuſements, as ſhe uſed to call them, 
was, that her fame became more and. 
more univerſal; and nothing was heard 
of, or became more the topic of con- 
verſation in the moſt brilliant aſſem- 
blies than the wonderful executions, 
either vocal, inftrumental, or dancing, 
of the Belle Angloiſe, (the beautiful 
Engliſh woman.) Ladies of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed rank honoured: Signor 
Pianelli's houſe for the ſatis faction of 
ſeeing and hearing this lovely Philo- 
mela: and none returned from thence 
but ſung her praiſe and celebrated her 
name wherever they appeared. Louiſa 
being. thus accompliſhed, and thus 
beautiful, it was not at all ſurpriſing 
that ſhe ſhould: have admirers. who of- 
fered her their hand and fortune: but 
the, in the moſt amiable and modeſt 


manner, 
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as a motive for the refuſal, her. ex 
treme youth, and the hopes of having, 
her father yet alive, who alone had. 
the right to diſpoſe of her. Signor 
Pianelli was exceedingly mortified at 
this part of her behaviour, as he ar- 
dently wiſhed to ſee her honourably 
ſettled in that ſphere of life which 
was offered her, for which ſhe ſeemed 
to be born, and which her virtue and, 
his wife to 8 her i in e. * 
Colonel La Marche, an officer of me- 
rit, rank, and fortune, and who loved 
her with unbounded affection, regard, 
and eſteem. But Madame Pianelli, | 
true to her friendſhip for Louiſa, 
would not by any means lay a re- 
ſtraint on her friend's actions, but left 
her as free as air to do what ſhe pleaſ- 
ed, after having been informed by her 
that ſhe had not the leaſt inclination 
| | to 
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to the marriage ſlate, and that thoſe · 
gentlemen who had honoured her with 


their eſteem had not made the leaſt 
impreſſion on her heart —and even if 


ſhe thought ſhe could prefer one above 
the reſt, the did not think ſhe had a ; 


right to enter into any engagement 
without the concurrence and approba- 
tion of her father, who, ſhe truſted, 
was yet among the living: and all ſhe 
could promiſe was, ſhould ſhe not 
Hear from Captain Rivers by the time 
ſhe had attained her twenty-firſt year, 
that then. ſhe would conſider herſelf 
as her own miſtreſs, and act accord- 
ingly. Signor Pianelli was far from 
being pleaſed with this reſolution of 


Miſs. Rivers, which. frequently put 


him out of humour; and cauſed alter- 
cations ' between him and his wife, 
which were the more painful to 


Louiſa, as in every other reſpect he 


treated her with all imaginable tender- 


neſs;, 


1 20% 44 


neſs, and only behaved al to r 
when her marriage was the ſubje& of 
their diſcourſe, © Colonel La Marche 


was the chicf, for whom Signor Pia- 


nelli was the greateſt advocate; and 


he of all men her greateſt averſion; 
probably from being the moſt impor- 


tuned on his account, as alſo his be- 
ing the cauſe of the diſunion every 


now and then between the huſband 
and wife, which gave her infinite con- 
cern; and ſhe often begged ſhe might be 
permitted to work to enable her to 
pay for her board and lodging, and 
not any longer add freſh obligations to 
the many ſhe had already received 
from them. This requeſt generally 
produced tears from Madame Pianelli, 
and anger in her huſband, whoſe pride 
was wounded by the propoſal; for he 
really was a good and a ſenſible man, 
loved Louiſa as if ſhe had been his 
awn daughter, wiſhed to ſee her in a- 


brilliante 
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brilliant ſituation, and in that point 


: alone he had not ſufficient philoſophy 
to ſuppoſe there could be hangineſs 


without, x iches, | 

Miſs Rivers ſtill kept frm t9 ber 
reſolution of not. receiving any man 
upon the fogting of a layer, by which 
to flock about her. diminiſhed arg) 
dually, ſeeing there Were no hopes of 


conquering this all-ruling beauty. — 
Colonel La Marche, however, moths 


not give oyer che ct . He was 


* * 


and though Miſs Rinnes. — eldom 


made her appearance in the drawing 
room, yet ſhe could not abſent herſelf 


_ from dinner and ſupper, through fear 


of i irritating, Punelh; ang! ben there, 


the Colonel. 3 ee Fo with "Ky 
cold ciyility, that he did not dare to 
addreſs hen but contented himſelf 

. with. 
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. with. gazing on her, which. over- 


whelmed her with. confuſion, . and, 
often compelled her to leave the room: 
much ſooner than decency and good 
breeding ; at any other time would hans ; 


permitted her. 
This manner of ving proved, ex 


treamly irkſome to Miſs Rivers, and | 


deprived her of that chearfulneſs which. 
uſed to give ſych an uncommon luſtre. 
to her charms It was upon that ac- 
count that ſolitude, always her darling 


object, became every day more dear 


to her. It was only in her own apart · 
ment where ſhe was happ ppx· The. 
company of Mrs. Pianelli, who now. 
and then would paſs, a few minutes 
with her, added likewiſe greatly. to 
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lovely viraeity in ber countenance, 


which on her entering into the draws, 
ing room generally forſook her, as 8 
Colonel La N was always waits, 


ing 
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ing at the door with his band ready 


to conduct her to her ſeat, though 


ſhe never accepted of it, but would 
ſlide by him, and was ſeated ir an 
inſtant : notwithſtanding which, he 
would perſiſt in the ſame. ceremony 5 
and the ſaw but too plainly, that his and 
Pianelli's plan was to tire out her re- 
ſolution, and that they flattered them- 


ſelves the unſhaken conſtancy and the 


uncommon aſſiduities of the Colonel, 


joined to his rank, fortune, and per- 
ſon, would at laſt prevail, and tri- 
umph over her hitherto cold reſiſtance. 
Bur groſſly were they miſtaken; for, 


inſtead of weakening her averſion, it 
gathered ſtrength every day, and ſhe 
looked upon the Colonel as a cruel 
perſecutor, and with regret ſhe beheld. 
Pianelli as his afliſtant and abettor. 
Her only comfort was Mrs. Pianelli, 


who ſaw with grief her huſband” s miſ- 


taken notion of making her dear 
young 
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young "Friend! nappy, Where the | ber. 
ſelf ſaw nothing but miſery, . 


Many were the ſchemes and con- 


flicts they endured — they propoſed 


to free Louiſa from the reſtraint ſfie 
had lately laboured under, but they” 
all proved abortive. About this time 
the Prince of Courci having heard of 


Louiſa's fame, ſent for Pianelli; and 
having underſtood from him that our 


| heroine deſerved all the encomiums 


3 
rt. 18 
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report had publiſhed with regard to 


her, deſired him to conduct her to his 


hotel, that he might be both an ocu- 


lar and auricular, witneſs of her per- | 


fections. Pianelli, fearing "Miſs Ri- 
vers * delicacy would be Leal affected 
by being thus ſummoned to diſplay 
her talents, as all hirelings | in ſuch. 
caſes are expected to do, durſt not, 


1 


however, refuſe his Highneſs, who 
being one of the firſt priuces of the 


; blood, his — were in a manner 
abſolute, 
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; abſolute ; he therefore promiſed to 


bring the young lady to his palace. f 
Returning home, he acquainted 
Louiſa with the Prince's commiſſion; * 


who, after begging his pardon, ear- 


neſtly entreated he would not thus 


make a public ſhew of her That un- 


doubtedly the Prince would have a. 


large party of gentlemen with him, 


and that it would be impoſſible for her 
to acquit herſelf i in the manner it was 


expected ſhe ſhould, through natural 


diffdence, as well as through the 
irkſomneſs of ſuch a ſitgation— That 
if his Highneſs would condeſcend to 
come to his houſe, ſhe would uſe her, 


utmoſt efforts to give him and Pianelli 
the wiſhed⸗ for ſatisfaction; but upon 


no other terms could ſhe comply, as, | 
ſhe, could not ſo, far forget her bicth 


a and family. and truſted the ſhould not. 
be compelled, but excuſed in her 
| refuſal, 


Although i 


1 2131 
Although Pianelli was not in khie 


. leaſt diſappointed at Loviſa's anſwer, 
yet he either was, or pretended to be, 


| highly offended at it; and even utter- 


ed a hint as bordering upon ingrati- 
| tude, which overlooked all the betie« 
fits ſhe had received from him. This 
was too much for Louiſa to bear, who 
burſt into a flood of tears, faying, on 
leaving the room, 10 <7 am in your 
|  Pianelli had too great a | fied for 
the lovely ſex in general, to behold 
beauty 1 in tears, unmoved, he therefore 
followed Miſs Rivers, and in the moſt 
; ſubmiſſive manner implored her par- 
doeh, ptomiſed her he would return 
that iuſtant to the Prince, to get her 
excuſed from appearing at his palace, 
and begged, in token of forgiveneſs, he 
might have the honour of kiſſing Her 
band; which Louiſa, with the moſt 
benign countenance and inexpreſſible 

ſweetneſs 


4 


. 
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: Leetneſs immediately granted. Peace 
| being again, reſtored, Pianelli haſtened 
to the hotel, and having obtained an 
| audience of the Prince, pleaded an 
: imaginary and ſuppoſed indiſpofiti tion 
on, the part of Louiſa, which preven- 
ted her the honour of waiting on his 
£ Highneſs. Then I will go to her.“ 
5 replied the Prince: Will that do? 
FB oe for ſee her] muſt.” op Fong bow- 


„ © © 4 


great an honour. 


Arriving at his — 2 informed 


; Miſs Rivers of the ſucceſs his nego⸗ 


ciation had produced; z. Who very po- 


litely replied, after thanking him for 


this favour, then, Sir, 1 will 89 


p and dreſs myſelf ; in a manner 
proper to receive his Highneſs. 1 5 
Pianelli teſtified to her his gratitude 
: by, a reſpectful bow; it was what he 
wiſhed, but did not dare i VB it, 


after 
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after the Little: altercation mines had 
F happened. 1 in the morning. 1 
About fix i in the evening t the Print 
de Courci, with ſeveral noblemen of his 


ſuite, arrived at Pianelli 8, and were 
introduced to Louiſa, who looked 
like a divinity, and her apartment 


like the temple of the muſes. Her 


beautiful face was, at the entrance of 
this noble train, inſtantaneouſly co- 
vered with bluſhes, her amiable timi- 
dity and modeſt behaviour gained her 


the hearts, not only of the Prince, 
but likewiſe of all thoſe who had at- 


tended him there. Her converſation 


with his Highneſs was . peculiarly 
charming, being neither aukwardly 
humble, nor confidentially forward, 
but ſuch as would have done honour 
to the firſt well- bred. woman in the 
kingdom. The Prince interrogated 


her particularly about. ber name, and 
family, aud by what means ſhe had 


1111 


„ acquired 
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acquired ſuch matchleſs excellence as 
entitled her to be conſidered as the firſt 
and moſt accompliſhed woman he ever 
' beheld ? For I ſhould: have obſerved, 


l that her apartment was entirely deco- 


rated with the work of her own hands. 


The chairs, tables, ſopha, pictures, 
were all the produce of her pencil 
and needle, which Pianelli took care 


to inform him of. To all the Prince's 

queſtions ſhe anſwered with ſo much 
: correctneſs, and in ſuch choſen terms 
of languages, for he addreſſed her al- 
-ternately in French, Italian, and Eng- 


liſh, that his aſtoniſhment increaſed 


every minute. Aften an hour s con- | 
+ verſation, he entreated the favour of 
an air upon the piano forte. Pianelli 


obſerved to his highneſs, that there 


Was a much better inſtrument in the 
drawing room, which was likewiſe 


larger, and more adapted to the voice 
| of . Rivers; and ww accompany- 


511607 ments 


41 
ments on the harpſichord. — - Upon 
which the Prince. preſented her his 
c band, and conducted her thither. — 
But no tongue can. expreſs the effect 
her melodious voice and the touch of 
her finger on the keys had on the- 
Prince of Conti !-—He was all raptures 
—and it was near nine o'clock before 
he thought of withdrawing, which at 
laſt he did with the utmoſt reluctance. 
But being obliged to be at the King' 8 
Couch, he was compelled to leave this 
amiable object, in order to fulfil his 
duty towards his Majeſty. In parting 
from her, he could not help exclaim- 
10g, « Oh! were I unmarried, you 
« ſhould be Princeſs de Courci.”— 
Theſe words, which were afterwards 
related to the Princeſs his wife, occa- 
ſioned very great inquietudes to Louiſa, 
as that Princeſs, having no children 
of her own, would have adopted her as 
her own, at leaſt till ſuch time as ſhe 
„ oe #17 | ſhould 


3 


ſhould hear of, or from Captain Ri- 


vers. The Prince de Courci arriving 
at the court, was ſo elated with the 
idea of Miſs Rivers, that his Majeſty 
noticed it, and inquired the cauſe of 
that apparent ſatis faction in his coun- 
tenance. Of which being informed, 


fortunate young lady, his Majeſty de- 
fired the Prince to wait on the Engliſh 
1 ambaſſador the next morning, and 


a perſon as Earl Rivers in London, 
whoſe brother had been miſſing for 


his Highneſs repaired to his Excellency 
the day following, who confirmed 
what Louiſa had aſſerted as far as in 


to her father, which the late Mrs. 
Birch had informed her of: but Lord 
C. could give no intelligence of Cap- 

3 | tain 


as likewiſe of the hiſtory of that un- 
learn of him whether there was ſuch 
years, and had left an infant daughter 


behind him in Ireland. Accordingly 


his knowledge, of her uncle's cruelty 
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tain Rivers, any farther than that he 
was a moſt excellent young man, had 
married when in Ireland againſt his 
father's conſent, and was on that ac- 

| count diſinherited by the late Earl. — 

His Highneſs then propoſed his Excel- 

lency to write to the preſent Earl, her 

uncle, who perhaps would be happy 

to afford an aſylum to ſo lovely a 

niece, Lord C. immediately aſſented 
to the Prince's requeſt; but at the 
ſame time aſſured him that little hopes 
were to be expected from Earl Rivers 
in favour of his niece, as his character 
had always been the reverſe. of that of 
his amiable brother, whom he hated, 
and had ever perſecuted for his virtues. 

Before theſe noble perſonages took 

leave of each other, Lord C. intimated 

his intention of paying a viſit to Miſs 

Rivers, which his highnefs greatly 

approved of. Accordingly when the 

Prince was come, his Excellency ſent 
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„„ :. 
Tor Pianclli; of wha he aſked Geral 
| queſtions relating to our heroine, and 
received ſuch anſwers in favour of her, 
that he became quite impatient to ſee 
the object of fo much admiration. — 


Pianelli even informed him that her 


duty to her father, who the ſuppoſed 


was {till living, was ſo prevalent with 


her, as to make her refuſe the hand 


of Colonel La Marche, who loved her 


to diſtraction. - This railed Lord C. 's 


curioſity to a {till higher pitch; and 
having aſked Pianell's leave to viſit 


her, and obtained it, he appointed t the 


next day, at ſix o clock in the evening, 
for the executing it. He found that 
young lady with her friend, Mrs. Pia- 


nelli, to whom ſhe was reading, and 


was ſo ſtruck with her beauty aud no- 
ble air, as likewiſe with a ſtrong re- 


ſemblance of Captain Rivers, as left 


Him not the leaſt doubt of ber being 


15: his daughter, | 


After 
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After the firſt ceremonies, and pros 
per apologies for his viſiting her, were 
over, he inquired into every minute 
circumſtance relating to herſelf, and 
_ what ſhe knew of her father and mo- 
ther's family. To all which he re- 
ecived ſatisfactory anſwers, and con- 
vinced him ſhe was no impoſtor. — 
Mrs, Pianelli gave him a moſt particu- 
lar account of her mother, informed 
him whoſe daughter ſhe was, and ex- 
patiated largely on the beauty, accom- 
pliſhments, and amiable virtues, of 
the late Mrs. Rivers. As ſhe had per- 
ſonally known her, ſhe did not omit 
the leaſt item of her good qualities to 
illuſtrate her character; and in this 
ſhe did but ſtrict juſtice to truth. His. 
Excellency then inquired of Miſs Ri- 
vers, whether ſhe ſhould have any ob- 
jection of going to England if Earl 
and Lady Rivers would take her un- 
der en protection? *Undoubtedly 
L3 3 „ not, 
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; not, my Lord,” replied ſhe, « if 
they would receive me as their 


CC 


niece; my father could not poſſibly 


be offended with my being under 
the roof of his brother, as it would 
be the only means to heal the breach 


which unfortunately has ſo long 


ſubſided between them : I ſhould 
then likewiſe ceaſe to be a charge 
to this good lady, this beſt of frends, 


to whom I owe every thing. Think 
not, my dear Madam Pianelli, 
(whoſe eyes were filled with tears 


at theſe laſt words) think not, 


ſaid ſhe, © I can imagine you look 


W- 
5 
"66 
5 
& uncle, I might perhaps be enabled 
to teſtify my unbounded gratitude 
by other means than bare words : 


41 


66 


upon me as a burden.— far be ſuch 
an idea from me — the goodneſs of 


your heart 1s too well known to me 
to entertain it; but ſhould I be for- 
tunate enough to be adopted by my 


er 


. 


« for as to make you amends fon what 


% you have done for me will never 


ebe in the power of any one living.“ 
His Excellency, after having com- 
mended both ladies for their magnani- 
mous behaviour to each other, took 
his leave, and aſſured Miſs Rivers a 

courier ſhould be diſpatched to London 
the next morning in her behalf, Ac- 
cordingly Lord C. ordered a letter to 
be written to Earl Rivers, which was 
ſigned by himſelf, ſtating Louiſa's caſe 
in its full extent, with many enco- 
miums on the young lady's. perſon 
and accompliſhments, — But it proved 
of no effect — He was ſtill the ſame 
ſordid, ſelfiſh, and unpleaſant man he 
always had been — Nay, he was even 
worſe, if that poſſibly could be. The 
continual diſunion between him and 
his lady, the untoward behaviour of 
his children, wanting reſpe& and duty 
to him and their mother, and their 
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1 Went quarrelling with each other, 
had ſowered his diſpoſition to ſuch . 
degree, as left him void of all' tender— 
neſs and affection. 5 
His anſwer therefore to "wy C. 
: was; he knew nothing of a Mis Louiſa 
| Rivers, nor had any inclination to any 
farther information about her; for let 
her be who ſhe would, he ſhould never 
| acknowledge her; and begged his 
Lordſhip would ſpare all farther 1 inter- 
ceſſion on the ſubject. Lord C. was 
much aſtoniſhed at the principles of 
the man who could dictate ſuch au 
epiſtle, but was not much diſappointed 
at the anſwer, from his knowledge of 
the writer, He communicated its con- 
tents to. the Prince de Courci who 
teſtified his abhorrence of the iuhuman 
Earl with bitter imprecations. It was 
then concluded, Miſs Rivers ſhould 
be acquainted with. her uncle s diſpo- 
ſition towards her, which Lord C. 
| ; 1 undertook 
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an to inform her of Hieb 
which having performed. offered her 


at the ſame time, in the moſt obliging 
terms, to accept of a penſion from 


him, out of regard to her worthy fa- 


ther. Louiſa bluſhed aud reſpeAfully ; 


| thanked his Excellency, but would 


by no means accept of it, natwith- 


| ſtanding his moſt earneſt entreaties to 


that ee Had his Lordihip been 


a married man, and had, with the con- 


currence of his wife, made her ſuch 
an offer, ſhe would not have heſitated 
an inſtant the being aſſiſted by him, 
but Lord C. was young, and unmar- 
ried, and her delicate modeſty refuſed 


to be under any obligation, circum- 
ſtanced as he was. The Prince de 
Courci having informed His Majeſty. 
of all theſe particulars, was adviſed 


by him to prevail on the Princeſs to 


take Miſs Rivers 1nto her ſuite as 


maid of honour to her Highneſs ; 


„ with 
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with which this great man, for ſeveral 
reaſons, immediately complied, and 
| ſucceeded fo far with her as to deſire 
Miſs Rivers (of whoſe fame ſhe had 
much heard) might be conducted to 
her. DP 
Louiſa the very next day was in- 
troduced. to the Princeſs, who was 
charmed with her perſon, her man- 
ner, and her converſation; and ſaid, 
ſmilingly, to her, „If you have any 
« faults, they are your being too 
% handſome and too accomplithed ; 
and I could with you were not ſo 
perfect a beauty. The Prince never 
_** acquainted me with that particular,” 
Louiſa coloured as red as crimſon, and 
unable to anſwer, ſtood with her eyes 
fixed on the floor. The. misfortune 
was, the Princeſs happened to be born 
ſome years before the Prince her huſ- 
band, and beſides, as nature had not 
been extraordinarily laviſh of her fa- 
| „„ vours 


Aft 


15 22% . 


vours towards her, ſhe ck have 


willingly excuſed the want of beauty 


in Louiſa. eſpecially as the Prince was 
a devout worſhipper of the ſex. How- 
ever as ſhe had a very good under- 
ſtanding, and did not want humanity, 
her compaſſion for the lovely unfortu- 


nate object before her got the better of 


that little ſpite her charms had occa- 
fioned, and the diſmiſſed Louiſa with 


the full aſſurance of her being engaged 

to her as her firſt and chief companion, 
and that the moment a proper apart- 
ment could be prepared, and a man 
and maid ſervant be provided for her, 


which would at fartheſt not take up 
many days, ſhe ſhould be acquainted 
with it. A ſufficient compliment 


ſhould be paid her quarterly in order 
to appear as becoming her ſtation, de- 
fired her at the ſame time to accept of 


a purſe, with which ſhe preſented her, 


to pio ide her in the- mean time with 


L 6 | ſuch 
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apparel as the herſelf ſhould judge 


proper; and added, with a moſt benevo- 
lent look, I am certain, Miſs Rivers, 


of being happy when favoured with. 


„your company. Louiſa's heart, 
elated with gratitude and ſatisfaction, 
at the honourable proſpect before her, 
and her fixed eyes ſparkling with joy, 
bowed herſelf before the Princeſs, and 
in the moſt reſpectful manner thanked 
her Highneſs for her great goodneſs, 
with ſo lovely and animated a counte- 
nance as quite charmed the Princeſs. 
In one point alone ſhe appeared rather 
embarraſſed, which was the taking of 


the purſe. She thought herfelf ſo 

highly obliged by the protection of- 
| fered her, that to be under any other 
- obligation was painful to her. The 


Princeſs marking her confuſion, ſpared 
ber delicacy, and preſenting it to her 
friend, ſaid to her, in the moſt fami- 
Jar tone of voice, Here, Madame 

„ Pjanelli,. 


„ 
Pianelli, as you can aſſuredly re- 
« commend Miſs Rivers to the beſt 


"4 tradeſmen in Paris to provide her- 
c 


A 


ſelf with a few external ornaments, 


6 and as ſhe will be guided by your 


choice, it will have a better appear- 
« ance. if you pay for them.” Ma- 
dame Pianelli took the purſe in a be- 
coming manner; and Louiſa, ſenſible 
of this additional mark of the Prin- 
ceſs's goooneſs, thanked her only with 
her eyes. A language much more 


. _eloquent than the moſt elaborate ſpeech 


could have effected. | 
When Miſs Rivers 1 at hoine, a 
ſhe gave a circumſtantial detail of the 
Princeſs's reception to Signor Pianelli, 
and in ſuch affecting terms blending 
her future proſpect of happineſs with 
the heart- breaking reflection of being 
ſeparated from them, as filled the eyes 
of both huſband and wife with tears. 
And although Pianelli rejoiced with 

| Ds „„ 
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the thoughts of ſeeing her in ſo eleva- 
ted a ſituation, yet he would have in- 
finitely preferred her'being the wife of 
Colonel La Marche, though he con- 

tented himſelf at that time with con- 
fining thoſe thoughts within his own 
boſom. : | 
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